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To 
THE HONORABLE 
the Commutceof Paxiiamegnm, 
For the County 'of 
_ .».  SOntbanipton. - woman, 
Worth Gentlemen: - Wn, 


= Ever was the truth of what the Wiſeman 
| {pam Eccleſ 112,74, 'more experimental- 
Vic Sn ifeftedroany people, then tous in . 
$ 2 "-rheſe rimes-of -oufs; (viz. that there 15 
WW noendof-making many Books ,-and thar of 
ae many Books chat are-now made, the teading can'be 
'-no lefſe thenawearines ro the feſh:Yeri is not this all; for : 
whois it almoſt, thar doth not now begin'to take norice, = 
rhe wu ot the libury of Printing now enjoyed by us, . Y 
-ro bea principallcauſe a: theencreaſeand continuance of "2 
+thoſe {ad-diviſions and diſtrations , under -which our 
-Kingdome at preſenclabours, For of thar ſo prene-s = - 
,priviledgenow. enj an to by us, how few endeayour to -—= of 
make a-good uſe, and toimproveit , for rhe benefic and SY 
died of the Church 65 God,in making known and . -_ 
clecring the profitable tritths: of the Goſpel, or in.in- - 
forming andſatisfying'the mindes of men in aquietand —/. -® 
peaceable manner 4 even in the'comroverſies of thele W4 - | 
preſent times; So ons men may-endevourthis, * , = 
(asrheir peaceablen profitable writings manifeſt) yer 
how finallis thenumber gr” chem ./Bur of thar multicude 
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ſed through the Kmgdome, of whichwemay eruly ſay, 
as Solomon doth , that there: is no end of making them, 
whar is the matter ordinarilyconteined tn them, but vain 
janglings, perverſe diſputings,evil ſurmizings,the preju- 
dices and dicontents of perſons and parties againiteach 
otherchow full are they many times of rayling,reviltng, 
and reprochfull language , and how do many of them 
ſervero no other end then to proclaim abroad theinoſt 
dangerous crroursand herefies ©. and ſomealſo contein- 
ing things ſeditious againſt the State and peace of the 
Kingdome * by all which men are taken off from the 
moreproficable ſtudy of the holy Scriprure, their judg- 
mears corrupted and mindes imbittered oneagainſt aho- 
cher, weak Chriſtiins offended, the uaſtableperverted, 
Div {t»ns daily encreaſed, and fomented , the endevour 
of. Reformarion aſperled., and the work of it by ſo 
many prayers and teares of the godly ſought after , re- 
carded, yea, and Authority.it ſelf brought into'contempr 
by chem ; andanencreaſe daily of all rheſe evils, have 
we juſt cauſeco feure, unlefſe the Lord inmercy prevent 
by dirc<ting us in ſome way for the-regulating and re- 
dreſfing of theſe diftempers. The confideration of all 
which I have, (I can truly fay)have made mie very averſe 


from having a cthoaght in mee of publiſhingany thing, 


Q : . : 2 
vx hereby to be {cen 1inprint, infomuch thar Talways reft- 


Nedthe many ſolicitations which on {everall occaſions 


[have had thcreanto: Being very Joth-to coe that, for 
which I might beranked with the laſt ſorr,and be num- 
hred amoneſt cheſe unprofuable Pamphlerers;and judg- 


ing my felt unable. roperforme any thing of worch thac 


may deſerve inſpection , and precure to it ſelfe bur-{o 
m:ci cſtceme,as to be ranked with the farit fort mentio- 
- ned 


J 


ned by me) of theſe profitable things that-tend to edifi- 
cation in godlineſſe, by ſome godly Minilters and others 
now -publithed, of which the number is, asI Cid, fo 
ſalt in-compariton of the other. Yec am I now alſo 
come forth amongſt rhe crowd, where [ knaw ic will be 
unto ſomeas (trangero ſee mee, as ſomrime ir was to fee 
Saul, when among the Prophets , And for preveation of 
mifapprenenſtons that may be of my intentions herein, 
andot thecenſares to which I may thereby bely .ble, I 
thall crave leaveſo fir roapologize for my ſelf and chis 
work, as to ſhew yourherrue reaſon of this my under- 
taking, both in my publication.rchereof, as allo rhe dedi- 
ca-ion of it to your Honours , ro whom I hereby hum- 
bly offerand pretent the ſame, 
Thus much I can truly fay,- and roitcall God to wit- 
neſlerhe ſearcher of the hearts, char nor adeſire 6f bc- 
inz ſeen in. Print, not any high eſteem of any thing in 
theſe Sermonsconteined, nor ſecking any eſteein to my 
ſelt by them, nor a willingnefle to engageand ſhewmy 
ſelf wich or againſt any. party in» the Controverſies of 
theſe preſent times, haveat all moved metro this under- 
raking ;- thar not but by many ftrong perſwafions , 'and 
atter much reluctancy of ſpirir, have I bin brought unto. 
ir,that it never cameinco my thoughts inthe firſt prea- 
ching of theſe Sermons, that ever they ſhould have been: 
maderhus publique, that I ſhouid have mu-h confide- 
red the preaching of themart all, could I have fore-ſeen, 
that I ſhould afterward have been brought roa neceſhty 
of Printing of them, tor nothing leſſerhen what hathac 
leaſt the appearance of a neceſſity in- it unto mee, could 
poſſibly have been able to have induced mee thereunto, 
Bur the true reafon thereof I thall acquaiat you with all. 
inthis brief hiſtorical narration of it. pe 
vp fI9 6 


and your tavour-cowards me , I had been called and ſer- 
led in the exerciſe of my Minifſtery here in #3«20s,; con- 
fidering how1 might beſtimprove the ſame for publike 
edification, I made choice of the firſt Epiſtle of 'Sainr 
John, beginning at thebeginning thereof,and incending 
through Gods 2fliſtance, in my ordinary Sermons to go 
through the ſame evenunto the end thereof. -According 
to this intention I had gone through the firſt Chaprer of 
ir, andabout F4anxarythelaft 1646, | came tothe -cigh- 
recnth Verſe of che {ſccond Chapter , upon which rex: 
the rwo Sermons now here publiſhed and preſented ro 


' your Honours were preached. In the firſt of them I rook 


occaſioato diſcourle freely.concerning the laſt times, in 
gencrall, and theſetimes of ours in parcicular, whichare 
thelatterpart of them, and I hope inoffenſively , al- 
though-poſfibly my judgment rherein thendelivered nor 
.concurring with ſome opinions now in theſe times com- 
monly received concerning them: and ſhould nor have 
publiſhed it but forthar dependance, theſecond Sermon 
hath on ſome paſſages herein ; and which is therefore 
thecauſe of the publiſhing of both of them. In which 
(the ſecond-Sermon ) I have alſo as :freely diſcourſed 
concerning the many Antichriſts, or faliereachers, men- 
rioncd inthertext as ſignes of the laſt tines, and forerold 
of in Scripture to come* in their greateſt abundance 
in che latter part.of them , the doctrine of the 5 alixg+ 
«© the great Antichriſtmentioned alſoin the text, bc- 
ing left to tucceed in its place afterward. 'By which it 
may appear., that rhe: handling this rext and dottrine, 
was not purpoſely made choice of, and to ferve for a 
pre/err defigne, butthar which I was neceſſarily called 
-unto; and which co.aldnot poſliblybe avoided by mee, 

it 
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ic-falling {6 upon'rfiein that which was ries tHe'orthinss' - 
iy way of my Miniſtry ; the confidetation whereof — 
might have ſerved forwhat to exrenuate mine offenice, 
if any had beence in the manner of handling ir' after- 
ward, Yet knowing this to be ſich , a very tender” 
ſubject efpecially' in theſe rimes , wherein ſpch''is the 
jealovfie of men of different patties and judgements 
that rhey would bee ready ro looke on themfelves 
as entiended' in every thing rhar- ſhould bee ſpoken” 
in this kinde , and bee ready' ro apply all ro chem- 
ſelves, ro the exafſperating of their ſpirits, and diſcove- 
ry of the bitrerneffe of them. In a foreſight of incon- 
veniences and preventionof them, and to takeaway ſuch 
occahhonsof-offence fromthem'who I knew would bero 
ready to take them, And that I might handle this ſo 
render'a ſubject noffenſively, I forbarein-irall mention 
of any the'names , whereby any the particular Sedts are' 
knownand d:ſtinguifhed amongftus ,-in any the apph- 
cations'of it toourown times. And in the defcription'of 
falfe reachers, which Teonld nor bur nerefſaitty fallup- 
on, I car-eruly fay;, that Tfer- nor any fort of menthar 
now arvaindrlietrpratiices beforeme, asrioſe whom I 
would: prove tobe of the many Antichrifts in thnetesr,, 
whom I went about ro*deſcribe', butrook the Word of 
Godfor my rule , ro make uſe'of no other character in 
this deſcription, bur ſuch as were taken fromthe practice”. 
of theſe many 4ntirhrifts in the Apoſtles times , and! 
whereinthe ſpirir of crrour dtd then; fſhew ir ſelfe, by 
which the Apoſtles rhemſclves deſcribed ſuch in their 
Epiſtles;, and whichſhould be unqueſtionable truths in 
thetnſelves, and not ro beconrradictedby any. Theſc 1 
pitchic upon not caring on:whom rhey ſhould light in rhe 
Applicatior, ſo Fairhfully diſcharge mine own duty = 
| the 
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the doAcinallparcs of chem which Applicarion was nor 
made. by mice toany inparticular, bur lefc wholly unto: 


the perſons to whom 1 ſpake, wher:by 1 aflured. my 
{clt , that whacſocver might be in the minds of men, 
ye rhey-could not have any juſt ground of quarrell a-. 
gainſt me ,. who herein handled no Controverſies , bur 
dclivered unq-1eſtionab!e truchs and that ia a generall 
tanner, fo that none might look on themſelves more 


concerncedin them then orhers, thenay by. the cleer light 


of che traths,the nature of their own practices being dif- 
covered, they ſhould be ſcared to make the parciculir 
Application to themſelves, and ſo their quarrel, if any 
ſhould rather appear to be againſt the cruths the. ſelves 
ſo plainly delivered, thenagainſt mee for the manner of 
the delivery of them. 


Yet thoughall was delivered inthisthe moſt unqueſti- 


onable and inoffenſive way, which (as I ſuppoſe) ia fuch 
Caſs could be proceededin, yer divers there were clpe- 


cially oi the Anabapriſts, orthat werein ther jadgment, 
engaged to them, thar diſcoveredrhemſelvesrobe much 


exaſperated and provoked thereby, applying allthepar-_ 


ticulars to themſelves, as intended againſt chem, and 
wherein I pi:ci upoa the praRtices of the- Anibaprilts, 


all along, and ſo went 'ro make them odious : And fo. 


though I can ſay thar againſt the things delivered, Inc- 
ver heard ought objeted, fo unqueſtionable they were, 


yer their great offence was, for my meaning of them, as. . 


they ſaid, being herein much alikerhoſe who made like 
application to themſelves of the parable of our Saviour, 
L *ke 20. 19. they knew char: concerning them he had 
ſpkenthar parable , making application to themſelves 


of what was generally ſpokenby him, and offended with 
him for bis meaning thein, when they. could not ny: Y 
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©  Riontherruchofhis words: And as thoſe, Zube 11.25; 


Maſter, inthus ſaying, thoureproacheſt us _ , and 
from hence have they taken occaſiontoaſperſe both me 
andthe Sermons themſelves, cenſuring theſe in all pla- 
ces where they have come, 'for birterneſſe, for railing 2- 
gainſt the Saints, and thar I went about by theſe Ser- 
mons, tomake the Saints odious to the world, and cen- 
ſuring meas now a perſecutor of the Saints, very fal(t 
reports have alfobecn raiſed on this occation, of delignes 
intended,and on foot by me againſt them, which I ſhall 
forbeare particularly ro mention, knowing that the fa- 
ther of lies will be aſhamed roown them, though they 
came from hin, yer have theſe falſe reports, and mil- 
repreſentations of my ſelteand Miniſtry , been carrycd 
up and down in-thecountrey in moſt places of ir, yea,to 
the City, anc divers among yourſelves, have they been 
brought by ſuch , as ſeek by ſuch generall reports, that 
leave no room for vindication ;-(as inthe knowledge of 
particulars a 'man might be ablerodoe)yro afperic me, 


_ repreſenting we:to yourſelves and others, as now a rai- 


ler againſt rhe Saints, a perſecutor of godlinefſe; and for 
all this having no other viſible ground to pretend' unto 
then:thepreaching of theſe Sermons: As for the Saints 


-of God, and wayes of godlinefle; roſo highan eſteem of 


them hath God raiſed my heart, that (though poſſibly 

ſome of different judgements , from mein the contro- 

verſics of theſe times ) as I am aſſured nothing hitherto. 
hath becn fo,l amasconfidentthat nothing ever ſhall be 
doneby me,citherin word,in Sermon,that may be reck- 
oned;:ratling againſt them, or in any actionrhart may be 
deſervedly cenfured a perſecution of them: 1 cannor 


| ſuppoſe that adiſcovery of errours and failings, ina mo- 
derare and 'in-oftcnſive manner, which , peradveature 


the 
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| ciaſelves inay be guilt | 
be reckoneda railing ron perſecuting ofthe Saines, 
and thar therefore chele Sermons, which arc a diſcovery 
of ſich.things, that withour.controverſte were the pra- 
ices of the many Antichriſts, inthe Apoſtles times, 
may not. be ſo xeckoned unleſſerhoſe that make applica- 
tion of theſe things to. themſelves ,, and thus cenſure 
them, will appropriatethe name of Saine rothemſelves, 
(as many of them aretoo ready to doe) and thencecon- 
cludeall diſcovery of their errours and failings to be a 


railing againſt, and 'perſccuting-of the Saints.. Bur are 


not thoſe that thuscry outagainſt others for railing and 
perſecution, herein themſelves guilty ofthe ſamethings, 
what more railing accuſatian can be broughe againſtany 
then is by themſelves thus ordinarily brought even; a- 
gainſt the moſt godly Miniſters of the Word*in.calling 


them railers and perſcqutors,. and who art thou 6man. 
that thus judgeſt another, and thou «by ſclte: doeſt the: 
fame things!I:cannot bur wonderthatthoſe, whoabove- 


all. others would'be reckoned Saints, ſhould be fo impa- 


tient under the words of reproofe or exhoxration,ſhould 


cenſure that for railing in-others , whichthemiclyes ave 
moſt guilty of, and would not have tobe-ſo cenſuredin 
themiel | 
perſons fay they are-perſecuted, with whoma Miniſters 
carcionable diſcharge of his duty inreproving and diſ- 


covering: errours ,- is reckoned perſecution. Is it nor - 


ſtrange that Miniſters ſhould be denycd the liberty of 


theirconftiences, and in a lawfull exerciſe thereof be 


thus cenſured by thoſe whoſe Religion doth ſo much 
conſiſt in pleading for a general liberty of confciencein 


itz. As formy {fltc inthegenerall courſe of my practice 


and Doctrine. (an rclation:to thoſe whom I jncgees be 
SE, aints 


ves: A ſmall matter it ſeems will make: theſe 


» . 
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Saines of God 4 notwithſtanding differences of judge- 
ment berween us) theſe being now ſo much called in 


| queſtion and cenſured, although T ſhould be bur a foole 


in boaſting, yet being now compelled untoir;, T know 
you will beare with mein this my folly, 'thisI can ſay 
for mine own life, that as betore, 1o ever finceTcamt to 
this place, upon that Doqtine of the Apoſtle given to 
the pcople ot God thatare of different judgements; in 
ſome things, Ph. 3.15,16. As manyasare perfect will 
be thus minded, and if you thinke ocherwiſe, God will 
revealc it tO you, yet according to what we have obtcin- © *- 
ed, let us walke by the fame rule , and minde.che ſame 

thing : It hach been my practice ro hold communication 
with the people of God of different judgements, in 
things wherein we have agreed, reckoning nothing 
moreunchriftianthen this , that the things wherein we 
differ ſhould make ns ſeparate from each other in the 
things wherein we agree, andaccordingly it hath beene 
mine indeavourto ingageall Chriſtians ro hold commu- 
nion together, both publikely and privately in thoſe 
things wherein they have agreed thar ſo the common 


name of Criſtian, & things wherein we agree, might be 


more powerfull ro unite us , then the dividing names of 
po Corte: Independents,8c.and things wherein we 
differ mighr be to diſ-unite us, this hath bin my practice 
and endeavour, borh before,and ever finceI cameto this 
place, & I truſt in Godever ſhallbe: Andas for my Do- 
rine in my Sermons, this alfo I can ſay, thatI have of- 
ten exhorted untotheſe wayes of communion amongſt 
Chriſtians , that I have declined whatſoever I could 
judge might occaſion offence and breach berweenthem, 
that Thaveas muchas inmelies , declined rhe _— 
E 


 efcontroverſics, there being nothing I am moreaver 


untorhen making the'Pulpiclike a Cock-pit or Fencing- 
| A2 ſchool, 
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ſchool, as the manncr.of too ninny. is,, bur haye endea- * 
 voured to-hold forth the Dottrine of the faichfull word, 
through faith andlove which i« in Chriſt Feſus.: that ] 

" have not inany Sermons uſed the leaſt word, whereby 
che name of Independents in particular thould be ren- 

dred adiousto the people, or themſelves mif-repreſen- 

red in ought that I have ſpoken, nor have I in theleaſt 

kinde engaged my ſelfe, in handlingany one of theſe 
controverſies concerning Church governmieat, that arc 

now depending with them, which yer I have notdone; 

as if I helditaltogethcr unlawfull ſo ro doc, bur be- 

; cauſe I have judged it unfit, and unexpedient for this |; 

q I place, wherein are many weake inthe fairh, unfirrobe : 
qt judged in ſuch doubrfull diſputations; fome of different #7 

1 judgements , who I kiow would be lictle edified., bur ; 
much offended by it,and whom I would thereforerather + |: 

chooſt toreaſon with in private , bur moſt diſaffefttedzQ 
us, andthe worke of reformation , among whom: gy 
failings and differences were no more to be publiſhed; 
then thc falls of che Worthies of 1ſ7ael tobe proclaimed 


i Mane: pe ITY ach C7 4s - nav 


q | in Gathand Aſkalon,wherethe Phuliſtims would rejoyce, | 
C1Sf ' | and the daughters of the uncircumciſed triumph. And *# 
THE ; tor the Anabaprtiſts, with whom in wayes of difference + 
911918 | have here had moſt ro doe, excepring- what hath paſ- \ 
'T i ſedbetween us in private aye This I can fay alſo, ? 
bf } that in publike I have very ſeldoine, ſcarce atall,, men- F 
| ffoned the name of tliem,, and the moſt and worſtever | 


nels - tpoken by me concerning them , was mn one Sermon 2 

| ' | uponthis Text, preached after cheſe I now preſentunro # 
"6ht0 | vou, and all contcined in theſe few words, That my hears | 
88+} 1 di4iremble at the prattice of the Anabaptiſts, that at oxe 
W117 þ breath conl{un-church all the Churches inthe World , who. 
camae net up to them inthcir opinions, that 4s 4. man could 
take 
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"abeitif again) knoſelfehnjarydan?thiwiſe, waok 


more would Chriſt the injury done to his: Churches that are 
eſpouſed and married to him. And that I did therefore 
looke on this as thecauſe why this way aboveall others 
was ſomuch blaſted, nonegiven up to fall inco fomany 


_ anddangerouserrours,as hey forthis wrong and injury 


doneby them ro-the Churches, þut otherv iſe even when 
I have had occaſion to ſpeake concerning infant baptiſmn,, 
L have delivered my judgement and grounds onely in 
theſe. nevertaking notice of them,as averſhaien unto it, 
or mentioning any controverfie atallabour it : And this 
hath been-my-endeavonr,. that I might performe things 
in-offenſively, and might take-off from men all occaſion 
of ſuchreports which I knew tobe caft on others, as al- 
forhat wherein they boaſt,.viz. their moderation to- 
wardsrhoſethat are of different judgements,they might 
be found even-as I, and Lthgrein be nothing inferiour to 
them: And of rheſe things have I thus made bold ro 
makeTepreſentation tb-your ktonours, (being able tocall 
Godand men, yea cven.mine adverlarics themſelves to. 
witneſſe concerning the truth of them , whether thelc- 
things are ſo-or no) having underſtood what ſtrangeand 
contrary reports have been brought unto diverſc of you, 
rar hereby might ſomwhat apologize for my ſelf, be- 
ing neceſſitated thus hereunto, as alſorhat I might de- 
fire your Honours ro enquire into the truths of theſc: 
tnings in particular, 8& not:t6.entertain generall ground- 
lefle-reports thar ate-comftary hereumo., But \-# rhcle 
Sermons, whence theſe. reports have.ind their rife, the 
occaſion ofrhem being taken from hence, alrhough they 
arechus repreſented by: men, yet doe 1 believe they will, 
one-day be owned by God, and I cannor but acknow- 
ledge my ſelfe ingaged ra.ſtand to the.owning of them, 
yca,. 


4 


yea, ſofer ani from beingaſhamed of what I havede, | 
ivered inthem, or-of being ſorry forthe preaching of 
chem, that notwithſtanding all rhe hes caſt on me 
by reaſon of chem, yer ſhall ſay as Fob , ina like caſe, 
Chap.31.36.That ſhonld mine adverſaries have written « 
Booke ag ainft me, I would take it upon my ſhoulder , and 
binde it as a Crown unto me. Yetnotwithitanding the de- 
fire I have with patiencero undergoe all theſe falſe re- 
ports, cen{ures and reprochescaſt upon my ſelfe, yer the 
aſperſing of the things delivered in-theſe Sermons, harhi 


aboveallgonencereſt unto me, ſothat I could nor bur 


have thoughts in me of endeavouring a vindication of 
them tromſuch miſ-repreſentarions, and of my ſelfc al- 
ſo rhereby. -Burſo publike have the reports been, and 
into ſo'many places have they been carryed, thar.no way 
hath been lefr me in aprivatemanner (as I ſhouldchiefly 
have deſtred) to doe it, that T have thereforebeen necel; 


fitared to entertain thoughts of publiſhing chem, thar ſo ; 


the yindication maybe anfwerably as publike, andro . 
harkentotheimportunity of many ofmy friends forthe 
priating of them, asthe-onely: way left to tree my ſelfe 
andthem fromrheſe obloquies thuscaft on us. Thus | 
thenar lengch Thave conſented unto, and undertaken, 
as the onely means of«rhis ſa nece{ary a vindication of 
my ſelf, hoping tha this liberty of publiſhing them can- 
not be denycd me-after ſuch provocations, and fuch a 
neceſfiry calling merhereunmto, not queſhoning alſo, bur 
thar being now publiſhed , rhey will - ſufficiently ſpeake 
For chemftelves , with all incelligent pecſons thar ſhall 
diligently read, and imparrially wey the things delive- 
.red in them, roche removing of tharcloud of reproch 
now<caft upon them, 'yer withallhoping that as abun- 
dantceſtimony was given to them by many Godly per- 
ons 
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! andisa great encouragement unto me; and to-whom I 


' ſonsthatheard them,ſo-chat ſdjc bepeficalſomaycome == 


to thoſe who wichour prejudice ſhallread them. and like» 
wiſe glory to God) as wellas vindication to my felfeby 
them, the, which ſhall be ro me anabundan:. fatistaQtion 
ofall rhe labour I have. taken herein, and is the onely 
reward I expett fagin chem. —_ 

[ haye endevoured as much as in mee lyes to keepeto 
the very phraſe: and words wherein theſe things were 
firſt.delivered, that fo theremight be as licclealteration, 
as poſſible inthis publication of rhem,, I have not here. 
written toengage my ſelt in any Controverſic, to wrice 
againſt others,thereby ro provoke them to write againſt 
me.,. nor haye I at preſent thoughts of appearing againe 
by way of. Reply for farther vindication to any ( it any: 
ſuch there-ſhall be); that ſhalt endevour in Print to cait 
any farcher ſlur on-what is here contejned, 

And now, to-whom ſhould I dedicate theſe my poor. 
labours but unto your ſelves ,, Honourable Genclemen, 
untowhom, next untothe Lord Jeſus Chriſt Towe my 
felf, andal}rhac have; unto-whom, I ſtand in ſo many: 
fvours received from-you, and ſomany ways, cngaged:. 
who», were pleaſed when. I: was bur a ſtranger ing/our 
Country, yet firſt of all.topitch your:eycs.of favour on 
mee, to be rhe firſt choſer-by you to be ferled for the: 
Miniſteriall work.here in Wizchefter, as alſo to own me,. 
{unworthy of ſo greata favour) by your ſo generall and: 


-unanimous appearing in my behalf at the Aſſembly of 


Divines, when.ſome obſtructions were there laid tomy 
{ccling here; kindneſſes,.never to be forgotten , beſides: 
many others that I have received from:you , from time: 
to time; Inthe yrs. of divers of you werethele Ser- 
mons preached, whole conſtant reſidence here, hath bin: 


muſt: 
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divers of you who have'not your conſtant reſidence 
here, have theſe miſ-repreſentations'beettbrought,, ſo 
that I hope my boldneſle in this Dedication will be the 
more excuſable.My humbledeſireis, that, (mayir ſtand 
with your many weighty affairs in fr publike employ- 
ments) you would vouchfatethe reading hereof, wherc- 
in I hope unto.your ſelves the time will not be ill, nor 
altogether unproficably] pent, noorherwiſe ſhall I deſire 
of youany patronage hereof, then as themarrers hercin 
conreined ſhall appear ro-you tobe truths, and not from 
a ſpirit of contention but of Chiiſtian moderation to 
have proceeded. My humble deſire alſo ſhall bein be- 
haltof my ſclt., for the continuance of rhactavour-and 
reſpect I have hichercoreceived from pou, whichto mee 
will be a very great incouragement in that workeof the' 
Miniſtry ,-to” which inchis' place I have beencalledby 
you 3 A.conſtionable- endeavour wherein T knowitobe 
that onely which is expe&edby you, 'and ro be chat a- 
lone which remayns ro'mee ,"whereby'I may beable ro 
manifeſtand teſtifie my thankfulneſſe ro you. And for 
your ſelves'That the Lord woulddiredt you in your 
publique endevqurs, 'would guide-youby his Spirit:into 
the ways of rrarh, would 'makeyou faichtull and zealous 
for hiscauſe,would recompence ro youabundantly your 
labour of love fhewn to my ſelf, and tomany others of 
the poore ſervants of Chritt, and make you inſtraments 
of much.good ,: both untothe Kingdome and unto this 
County ; ſhall everbe., rhe conſtant and ntoft* hearty 
prayersof  $olg'yf L2up Ls P45, > = EI 
- ner Tour moſt humble and affettionate 
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T JOEY 2-18, 


Little'thildren, it t the laſt time, and as you have heard 
that Amichriſt Lf wr come , even now are there many 
_ Antichriſts, whe 


reby we know that it is the laft time. 


ASS SSElved Chriſtians, I hayealready inthis place 

SD and in your hearing , one oyer the former. 
part of this Epiſtle and Chapter, and am 
| now come to this 18th, yerſe inthis ſecond 
S| Þ AS) J&> Chapter nowread unto you 2 you havealrea- 
wr QgL) 1y heard chis Chapter to have beendivided 
| into five parts, comteining ſo many ſcyerall ex- 
hortations with the arouments whereby they areentorced , and 


{ whereby the Apoſtle preſſethon us all the uſe of that dodtine de- 
wy tine the former Chaptergfthis Epiſtle, 


The firft exhortation being to ſit usup tothe Rudy of holineſs ; 


3 andtothe, hatred of fin, which is ſo contraxy. to che nature of 


on andour Chriſtian profeſſon,as the Apotiledeſcribes 1 ito be, 
firſt verſe tothe gtÞ. | 
i ſecond exhortation is from ver«9« tO Vere I. whereinche 
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whaniess ren be mamettlcl, 
former exhortation to the fludy of holinefſein gencrall, andto a 


Al ines thineneof Brothery love; whichis the Glflng of ve . | 


Law,and in which all che ocher Commandements arc ſummed up, 
dyax4peheipa;, Epiromiſed , Roms. T3. 8, 9% and which all are 
preſſzd tofollow after in thisſecond exhortation. 

The third exhortation is from the 25*. to the 18h, verſe, 
whereby weare admoniſhed to takeheed toour ſelves , that our 
hearts benot ſet on the world and'thethings thereof, the profits, 
pleaſures, honours of it, which are gheeſe ſeycrall luſts mentioned, 
ver,16.and which we are here admoniſhednor to loye,leaft there- 
by we manifeſtthe loye of thefathernottobe in us. 

The fourth exhortarion begins 'in this 28>. ver.and continues. 
to the 29ih,, wherein by many argumentsweare preſſed diligent- 
ly to take heed roour ſelves, that by the policy of deccivers., falſe 
teachers, teaching contrary to the truth, we be not ledaway from 
the ſimplicity ofthe Goſpel, but that we abide ſtedfaft in the pro-- 


Es feſhon and witneſſe of the faith, 'and obedience of the truth dee 


livered tous. : 

This Chapter is cloſed up with anexhottation again to holi-. 
neſſe, begun in thelaſt verſe ef this, and morelargely proſecuted: 
in the third, the following Chaprer | 

Having gone over thethree former parcs orexhoreations of this. 
Chapter,I now come ungo the fourth, begun in this r$*, verſe 
now readunto you, whereintwo things areto beobſcryed. 

© Theperſonste whom this exhortation isdireQed in this word 
WHeadie, Little chilitren. ; | 

The matter contained in this verſe, and that is twefold. 

A propoſition, i z the haf rime.. 

The proofeor confirmation of it ; Tow heve heard Amichrift 


[hattrome, &c. whereby we know it is the [aff time, and both theſe 


together with the former of the perſons in the words (etle chul- 
aren ) 2$ they lye inthe Text, are as ſeveral arguments, ro be 
made uſeof, to prefſethisexhorrationonus, To take heedto cur 
ſelves, thatby thepolicy of falſe teachers, we be nor 

Thefirſt of theſe particulars in the word natia, Litle chil- 
drew, hath beenalteady fpoken unto in ver. I3. whereall Chrifti- 
ans,2ccording to the degrees inChriflianity, are ranked 


P 
'" x 
x} 


-- 
baker EROS” > 


BN SR OE EI Ps " _— 
"I BB. > 5 uS Tees ' x NET Tu A 
SE £Tb 4 pe 6 OICETS Pun hs » <7 H 
P - OS OS EI ERR EETVOR 4 £ ” 


. 
$2 
I. 
w 
* 7-3 
Z 
ok 
| 
Þ. 
ty 
0 
3 
T 
©1$ 
# 
el 
b; 
$, 
R 
4 


i 


Bel jy omg UYWyP 


4 hn. + - p 


What #3 _ Nate wy 


there beinginthoſe that are borne again and become Hew erea- 
tures, 2 growing from grace to , aproceeding from one de- 
greeof gracetoanother, as jtis inthe naturalllife, and that in de= 
alſo lomwhat anſwerable,as of infancie, youth, and old age, 
which menin the courſe ofnature doe paſſe through, and fo ha- 
ving already ſhown, thatthenew borne babes , thoſe young be- 
* giniers in Chriſtianity,that are not able to:clliſh the Rrongweat 
the deepe things of the Word of God, but have need to be fed 
with milke ; the Rp doQtrine of Chriſt, and firſt 
principles ofthe Oracles of God , tobemeant both there and here 
alſoin the word, Little children, and the (eyerall perticulats 
wherein the compariſon will hold between them , for which 
they may be ſocalled, I forbeare to ſpeake of it here again , but 
ſhall refer you to what hath been ſpoken concerning it inthat 
x3, 42rſe, onely before I paſſe hence to the next perticular, 1 
may notforget to mention this onething , as not altogether vn- 
worthy of your obſeryation, #/z+ That the wotd Little thil» 
drew, being taken in this ſence, weconfider how well this exhorta« 
© tion i8 ſuited and beficted toſuch that is here given by the Apoſile; 
for after the Apoſtles mention of theſe three, Fathers, Tong wen, 
and Little children , his endeavour is , to fit each of theth with 
exhortations moſt ſuitable and proper to theit condition, and 
therefore Fathers and Tong men ate again mentioned, ver - t4- 
—— chernſelves, without the mentionof Little childrer, 
to betheie as in the former yerle joyned with them, becauſe the 
exhortationgiven in, ver. 15, 16,17. of vot loving the world and 
the things thereof , iselpecially direfted to them , as tro6ft ſuitable 
to their condition, who ought to ſet theit affeftion3 on things £- 
bove, as Fathers and firong men m religion, to ſeek the honouts 
that come from God aboye, the pleaſures of his right hand , and 
the profies whichcome from him, who is the God who teacheth 
torrcfit ,” and not theſe vanities and vain lufls and faſhions of 
effis preſene World, thelufts of the fleſh , the lufts of the eye, and 
pride of life, which the fathers and young men of this World 
do ſeck after. Burleft we ſhould think the /a tle childrev becauſe 
? npotmention'd with them to be wholly forgorten, he here cornes to 
: themmperticular withan exhortation very ſuitable to then alſo, 
: Forwho nfo much danger of bemg coozened & deceived 2s Hhittle 
: children; Chemersdf all others will chule to deal with etvildren, 
| whoas they ſuppoſe, with painted pre raps dof their 


chicfeſt jewels , and with feigned flurering words may be ftoln 
away from their parents, andrtherefore parents when they know 
ſuch to be abroad, will have fpeciall care of their children, and 
if they commit any thingof worth. ro.them, will Rrifly charge 
than; to rake heed they be notcoozened of ir ; So here ; thefarh 
exce given tothe S aiuts,as Jude (peaks, is a molt precious jewell, 
toevery one of his children doch Godcommit it, and to every one 
of them, God layth, asP ax} to Timothy, 1 Tim.6.20. O Timothy, 
keep that, that is commutted to thee, keep it and loſe it not, chatthou 
mayki lay, thoubaſt kept the forth ; keep # tothe comming of the 
Lord, Verſe 14. Now the Lord knoweththat there are ce 
abroad that would rob his children, & coozen them of this jewel, 
Decetvers, wandring Rogues , as the word watyer , givento falſe 
teachers, as 2 John 7. doth fignifie , and there are mary ſuch now 
iu the world, many axtyenedicut , men-ſftealers, that would ieal 
ehe children from their parenrs, from God their heavenly Father, 
by the immortall ſeed of whoſe Ward, they haye been newly 
begotten , from the Jerzſalems above the Churchof the liv 
God, their Morher, by whom they have bin brought fortb,w 
vaihey dorped , and upon whoſe knees they have been 
dandled;- fromthe Minifters of the Goſpel , their fpirituall Fa. 
thers, who have begatten them in the Golpel, and -mighrlay of 
themas Faced of his children to. his brother Eſaw, Gen.33.5- 
Theſe ave the childrex which God bath gracienfly groen bus ſer- 
vaxt ; The Lord knowing thefe coozening companions 2» Hae 
1% wane tadecerre, and thatthey baye theit <acqus ayes, fe 
tugred wore as weeeallthem , whereby they labour w fled his 
ciuldren from bum; they afnellasany Cheacers bayetheizfaine 
promiſesof bberty, wberebytbeyſeck to aofwertbem,, 2 Per-2.. 
19. The Lord abo knowine thattheir prigopall dealing is with 
unfladle fouls, with his &cmle children whom hee feeds with his 
walk, That are as yet fearceablero diſcern the imbrlevies of cheie 
ceerits, they cur orthink by theircha® wearcktheol buds, By 
their policy ro prevail again the fachers and young men, amd 


' tations asthis unto them, ZitHle cheldyen, it 6s the laſt time, Little 


children, t ake heed you bs not deceived, 

Let ic ſuffice ro hayeatthistime , thus briefly noted this, be. 
c:uſe I ſhall hereafter take occaſion to ſpeake tarther unto that ; 
but I now/proceed tothe nextthing , the matter conteined in the 
Text written totheſe Litrlechs/dren, and firſt with'the propoſiti- 
on, it 1; the laſt time, .igydry oye is) , fromthis word &'ya here 
inthe Text comes alſo the Latme, hora, and our word houre, and 
this word Gagh rendred time, yet is moſt frequently uſed toFg- 
nifie thatſmall ſpace or partof time wee call an houre, into 240f 
which our day-naturall is, divided, and 1 know not any other 
word, the Greeks have to cxpreſſe an houreby fave this word 
&'ea ; Yet not any tranſlation , that I have ſcen do render jt here 
by this word (houre)faye the vulgar Latine , and the Rhemifts 

following them ; they render it , »oviſſima horaeſt , itis the laſt 
houre; all others $that I have ſecn keep this word time, «1+ 
timum tempus adeft , Beza: the Sytiaque hath 2@&2J, which 


Tremelins renders anſwering the Greek , ( 1d liter amy ) trrpureſt 
7 wlimum, and ſo is the word mofi frequently uled , both in the old 


and new Teftament , for time as well. as that perticularſpace of 
time an houre,, ſo in the old Teſtament is it made to anſwet the 


5 Hebrew DIY, 25 in Hoſea 2,8. 1 will take my corn WWR, in 
7 therimeof it, the Seventy, wP «par dos, foalloro WW2, to 
4 en _— w nah@. rings Lit the 
= childrow of Ifr acl keep the Paſſrover, YIWED i» the agprivied 
& ſcoſer, whichwas the 14" day of their maneth Abih this the Se 


alorender by & gg * xar &'qay 4054 5 fo allo itis taken in 


- thenew Teftament, Jolr: 4.21, The howre cemmerh the 11me, the 


2 ſalon now is ; this is cheopponumny,, and ſo 1 ſhall take that for 
> caves it Brendred here ; and dolook on that , tofrgnifie nthis 


7 uſcof ixany determinate ſpace of time 2rj hourefor which 
p ime CoquandpaGſyce tha ſhonJycome to pile, and 
7 55 ner to be accomplithied. is} , in is , not there is 4 howre, 


j Janer par of the Verie cleers is : whereby wee kyow # 4 thy loft 


© 10ne., 


we © come, bur it is, this preſenc tire, is the lafitirne,a9 the 
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| by time, andtheend whereof , is now draw 


What times ave to becounted the laft. | 
pired fince the Apoſtles —_— of this Epiftle., of what andin 
what ſencethis can be truly ſayd, that even thac preſent time, 
whereof heſpake ro bethe laſt time- : 

. Know thenthar of neceſſity ſomethiug is to be underſtood, to 
which thele words are related, the duration whereof is meaſured 
ing nigh, andap= 


proching, and ſoin w__ whercof 3 it # called laft time; and F 
chat muſt beeyther of Ferwſalem: , or of the World , for athird |; 
thing I have not heard to have been difcoyered by any , to which * 
thclewords ſhould betclated. | | 
Some judgethe Apoſile to call ezex that preſent rime , the laſt 
:time, in reſpeRof Jeruſalem, whole end was now very necr,and 7 
*the day of whoſedeſtruion(asour Saviour ſpeaks. Lake 21.20.) 


was indeed approching; and ſothey judgethe Apoſtle herein, ro 
reſpect the lizke Calerderof tive (as ſomecallit) of Datiels 70 
-weeks, or 490 jeers, Dan.9-24- wherein is prophecied aſwellthe - 
.deftructicnot the City and SanQuary,, by the ſpreading of 2ho. 
minations (or the wing of abominations , TRIPLE 2-2, | 
per legiones deteſt ationums, as Janixe renders it , the word wing 2 
metaphorically put for Armies; as we faythe wingof an Army, 7 
which wing of abominations , was noneother but che Armicsof 
'the Romans, by whom theabowination making deſolate , was * 
.madeto tand in the haly place ; the encomp3flirg of Jeruſalem © 
y whole Armies is made by out Saviour in the fore-allezged © 
-place , Lake 21-20. the necr approching figne of the deftruion © 
of it) as the confirming of the Covenant by the cutting off, of the | 


AM, efſtah by death ; and the time of the one as well as the J 


to betherein noted : And theground of this opinion is, thatthis © 
Apoſtle being one of thoſe to whom the Apeſileſhip of the Cir- 7 
cumcifion was committed , is looked on principally to entendthe 7 
the inftruRian of the Jews in this Epiſtle,to whom this pr {cl 
was given, and who were inftruted by it ofthe timeof the com- © 
miog of the Meſſiah, and the defiruRtion of their City to follow Þ 
neer upon it ; among whom many (though belicying in Chrift) 3 
didtill remayn zealone of che Law, Att; 21.20. who were much | 
ſtaggered and ſhakenintheir faith ' (eſpecially the {rele over bere Þ 
mencioned in thetext,, bycheftanding of Jeruſalem and the Tem- Þ 
Ple inthe preſent glory thereof, and the ſervices of worſhip as yer 71 


kay Bows yh ok Warne en d : as the preſeat landing 
andgloryof Renee, boaſted of by the Romanifis, is madean oc- 


; Whut times art 40 be counted the laſt. 
* cationof tumbling too many weak Chriſtians : And as the de- 
ſtrutionof Rowe ſhallone day be, a great confirmation tous in 
= therruth delivered andreceiyed by us concerning Antichriſt ;- ſo 
: thedeſtruQtionof Jernſalem which they couldnot but look for, 
* having been ſoplainlyforetold, by Daziel and our Saviour, could 
- notbut be agreatconfirmation to them , in the faich they had re- 
; ceived concerning Chrift their Meſſiah, that hee was already 
; come, who muſt come before that deftrution of their City, and 
Y he to bethe Chriſt preached to them inthe Goſpel, and a true 
| Propher, as who had alfoforetold themof it , this I ſay is by ſome 
> judged to bethe _— of this , and ſo when the Apoſtleſayth; 
7 Little children, it is thelaſt houre, to be as if he ſhould haye faid; 
* Littlechildren,that as yet ſeem to be weak in the faith cobemuch 
” Raggeredin youbiohad esby reaſon of the preſent ftanding of Je- 
- ruſalem , whetherthisbe the Chriſt or no , that you have recei- 
7 ved yet be norſhakenby ir, know the deftruion of it is neere, 
>- 27 this isthelaſt time or houre ; the laſt time of it foretold by the 
P, z Prophet Dazielin his prophecy of the ſeventy Weeks & fg 
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'B 2 you ſhallſee what was foretold, by D aviel and our Saviour con- 
y, 7 ccrning itto befulfilled on it z whereby alſo you ſhall be abun. — 


# dantly firengthenedand confirmed in your faith,that the Meſſiah * 
# isindeed come, and thatthisisthe Chrift whom wehaye preach- F 
* edunto you. He that will ſee more of thjs,, lethim confſule with 

2 Maſter Meder learned Treatiſe of the Apoftafie of the latter 

z times, pag-$5. where itis morelargely handled :againft this opie«. 

$ nion Frnuft acknowledge myſelf to: have lictle toobjc& ; yer.. 

2 The ſecondopinion , of others that underfland the Apofile to C- 
is call histime !Felaft rime in reſpet of the world (the [aft rime that © 

r- 2 is of the world) is that which Fammoſt enclined unto, and ſhall: 

he |7 take meſtcſpeciall necice of at this time ; it being that/which is: 

cy 2 followedby moſt of the Interpreters. which I have had opportu- 

n- © nity to fee, 2nd which wilt afford moſt profitable inflructions to 

w Þ& us, andyet veryconſonant alſo tothe Scriptures,” which ufually 

® calltherimes reaching from Chrifts firſt to his ſecond comming, 

Zthe laſt daysor times, or theend of the world, Heþ.1.2. 1» theſe 


RA 3 a8 6% 


re Raft days God bath ſpoken to us byhis Son : thus thetime of Chrifts 
m- Ppreaching is faidto be, in" togdmy 757 Swor :& fo ishis ſuffering. 


ſaid to be, is corraule <:djoy, in the nd of the world, Heb. 9.26. 
Zand the-ends of the world , that is, the timesof theends of the 
JZworktis faid rabeve comewpon we., 1.Cor.10.11. all which ſeycrall. | 
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"0 Whattimes arctobe counedtheleh., = 
places arcthe fame with-this of Joby here inthetexc, ir Zs the buſt 


time. Buryou will then ask, why or in what ſence this large ſpace 


of time, which hath already runout above 16 Centuries of yeers, 
aul the laſt days, ; 


ſhould bethus called by John the 1aff time , by P 
andendorends of the World.” : | 
Theſe times may be called chelaft times , becauſe they are the 
times of the laſt Monarchy, or Kingdome of che World , that 
ſhouldriſe, and that hath riſen, or ſhall-xiſe inthe World, forun- 
dcerſtanding whereof ler ,us.have recourſe to Damels great Ca- 
lender of tine, calculatedfor the Meridian of the World ; Imean 
thac prophecy of hisin Chap.z, wherein the Image ſhewn to Ne- 


buchadnezzar in his Dream, andforgocten by him, is again re- | 


yealed by D avieland the interpretationthereof made known un- 


to-him ; andtherein thetimesand ſtateof the World,, underthe 
leyerall Ou AXE Iron riſe init, aremade knowntous ; 


ſo that this ſerves forthe World, as that mentioned in the former 


particular, (zz. )chatof the ſeventy Weeks called the lefſer Ca- ©; 
Jender , ſerves for that. Kingdome and Common-wealth. of the 3 
Jews, and ſhews theend of ut : In this viſionof the Image inter. # 
pretedto Nebachadnezzar , is there mention of. foure Monar. # 
chies or Kingdoms, three of them.to riſe after his own, the firſ}, 
thar of the Babylowiavin the head of geld, ſhould bebroken, the ' 
ſecond or next Kingdom to itthat of the Aedes and Perſians, ro | 
whom the Kingdom ſhould begiven, whenic was tranſlated from * 
him and his; whoſe Kingdome is notedin the armesandbreft of Z 
filyer:; this Kingdome of che Megdes and Perftars , is that which | 
- is ſignified inanother viſion of Dawiel, Chap. 8. 3, qBythe Raw ® 
with two hornes , before whom no Beaſt no. Kingdome , was able to ©; 
ſtand, for of them itis interpreted ver.20. After this comesup the Þ 
third Kingdome.;; thatof the Greczans.,, noted by the belly and # 
thighesotche beaſt; and thisrchat he-goar mentioned allo, Chap. # 
8.5. Which. by the firſt King thereof (Hgnified by the great Þ 


horos betweene. its i he ye nat overthrew the Ram , the 


Kingdom of the 1feges and Perfians, and at length himſclf be. 
ing ſuddenly broken in his place came-up four other horns, no- | 
ting the divading of his Kingdomtorhe four winds of heayen, and | 
the four Kingdoms of Eg1pr, forthe South, Syr14, of the Nocth, | 


Macedonia tor the Welt and the lefler Afratorthe Eft; which 


ſhould ariſe tohis four Capcains Prolamens, Selencus, Caſſancer, 
and Artigonis, after ne inthe heighth of his ViRoriesſhguld be 
SIT OY OT OTE | MIREIES ONE DIET RY IrOKen | 
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Th attimet are 1006 toned the laſt. 
erind hini.to-pbuder'; '(o it fell this Fragenomrithtanding the 
Rrenzch'of-it}orwhen he in tisſecond eamminifhall comeſtofall 
upon the feeriof 18; all the iro; clay; brafſery Giver, ant gold;zall 
the Kingdomsteprelemed bythefe ; and the'clory and! Rrengehof 
them, ſhalt be broken in-piccestoperher {and become asthe chaffe 
of the Summer floore.”*\And' unt&this rime or rather «ad of time, 
fhall this fourth and1aft Kingdome (which we ſec to have remay® 
nedro thisrime, and inthe laſt divided Scare of it ; ro 'Venoiy at) 
ing hispartin the world) continue 5 for as Dame! ſhews,'Chap-7: 
31,22. the itcle hor the Popedome, rifingamons theten horns is 
ſ2id comake war with the Saintsunrill the coming of the ancient of 
days, and the judgment given to the Saints of the moſt high ; rþ2%; 
{hall this beaſt be flame ; and his body be given torh-burnig flame, 
ve11;The Lord ſhalindeed do withthits wicked Kingdom as wich 
Egypr,(which this is ſpiritually faid ro be) how many-plagues pou- 
red he onthem, yet thefull deliverapce of his people; andcheir great 
deſtruction , was not till-their' overthrow: ir} the waters £4 So 
willtheLord alſoon this wicked Kingdom, poure outtholſe. Vials of 
k1s judgement ,mentioned, Revel.16, 20d which'in eyery days cx- 
perietice wee fee poured onthem) t yet the HBſt andgreat deftrution 
of it is, not but by the fire of the grear»day , when beaſt and Falſe 
prophet ſhall be caft alive into the lake of fie 5 Revel.ig 20. eyen as 
'thoſe Saincs of God, attheſame'itime alive onthe earth}, are taken 
uraliy:; to meee the Loid m the ayre;;-r or-bur-by the ſeycnthrand 
| Rt vii of wrath, wherit thallbe fard', iris:done, when Iflands 
{hallflyeaway, and the'mortmrains yot be found, Revel. 16.20; mor 
till the ſounding of the [-venth and laſt Trumpet , when time ſhall be 
0 more, Revel.10.6. when the dead ſhall riſe mcorruptible, 1 Cor. 
"15.52. when alſo the third and laſt great wo i poured upon the exc= 
- m1evof- God, Revel:\Tit9,1 ye Thus we feerhis. fourth Kinodome, 
to be the lat Kingdome on caxth, and the time of it, ro reatheyen: 
totheend of 'tmme. - 0! 2 3391 2; GO 3 211M 
Anfrom hence-itis'that the /aſ? trims havetheirdenomimation, 
and are focalled ; the times ofrhe'other Kingdoms, before the rife 
of ths laft, cannot becalled che laft rimes.,. nor i5-any thing dene 
1 them ſayd to be-done ir the laſt times, we read in the Prophets 
of greartniugs ro: bedoue ine laft renes'; Chriſt to come, and 
ſuffer, and ranle his Kingdawe.  /n the [aft days the mount ain of the 
Lord to beexalted;and the Law to go forthief S1an Iſaak, 2.2. In 
the laſt days the Spiritof the Lord to be ponred ont in ſo plentifull 4 |; 


_ — 


What tienes arc to he countedthe uf 


#9 416723: [for ſo:that i DYNNN of: Feel ,- (that atterwards) Joe! 
2.28; isexpounded byi Pozen;; Atts2.17., wx ſhall be iy try drars 
Jpuipars , andthenew Teſtament; ſhews-theſe things tohave been 


done; un the [aft days andiendof the wirld; by what then ſhall the 
laſktimes be knownherciu rhdertiings:were ro-be done , by our 


Sayiout.? How ſhall we know:theſe things done by our Saviour, to 


have beenindeed done 1n rhe laſbtinwe;; and nor: before it ? by rhis, 
they were done inthetimes pf this daſtKmgdowe'!, from whence 


_ thetimes are ſocalled rbel«ſÞriwes; in whiethithey wereprophecied 


by Damelrobe done, Dav.2 44: Thus are the: times topoint out, 
the chingsthar are to be done'im'them; thus r! uſe thar lived in thoſe 
former ages, ſecingthedecay of the Grecian and rife oftheJaft,the 


| Rontan Monarchy ; might thevſee, p—_— come upon 


4 


themio whichthey were to lookfor the coming'of Chrift,and the 


| grear thipgst& bedone by him, and thus (that } mayatlengeh con- 
clude this fiifiparticular) is Chriſt ſaid ro ſpeake in the laſt days, 


Heb 1-1. to ſuffer m theend of the world , Heb.9.26. are the ends 
of ihewet/d\ſai4to be came 0» 145.1-Cor.10; and doth Johncall his 
Tume3/c il aft re) becauſe tis the time of the laſt Kinodome (God 
in his greatCalender dividing thetimes,, by theſe Kingdomes) by 
which the{off times are meadured, fo'that they beginand end with 
1t.;;the time whereof, (hallceach tothe endot time , eyentill inD 
(hailbeno more, | | 
Butlermeegweancther reaſon, fortheſe times of the Apoſile, 
and-allficceredingthem, to; be called'the/rft rimes , and thattaken 
from, Godsdiſpenlations rowards his Church,' as the former was 


* fromuhis dilpenſations towards the-Kingdoms of the world ; By 


hisdiſpenſarions towards ts Church; I mean the adminiſtrations of 
his Covenant tothem. | His Covenant of grace whereby hee dif- 
penſcth life and falvationto his people..everfincethe beginning, the 
firſt promiſe mage to Adam, of the ſerd of thewoman, Chriſt, to 


 breakithe head of the Serpent the Dewill , unto the time of the end, 


and tor ever, hath been , and ſhall remaynoneand the ſame for the 
ſubſtanceof it : Jefus,Chreſt who is yeſterday to day, nnd the ſame for 
ever, being given for a Covenanttou by faith, mwheſe name alone 
(which is.che lubfianceof the Covenant) all the fathers ever from 
the begrmnng ware well reported of , and [aved, embracing the pro- 
omeſe of :fe mage in him, by fanh, Heb.11, Yer reipeQt wee Chriſt 
tocome,andChrift as already manifeſted, the — 

BIS © DS; this 


_— 
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this one Covenant, arc difterert ble hit wass xhibirrg; in wil 
che Lime of the world, from 24am ume Chrilt,tboadminitiritich 
was not fo eleer,avthae webaut ance Chit was orantfeiced aonen 
and though there may Comet ulifferencebrinadeiache ermer times, 
by reaſon of feyera!l acminiftrations, ao! theryme from fulam wo 
Abr ahars, fromthac which followed atter; as witit fd abam firft 
God dealing in the-way of a Covenont: 

Of checrime from Abrahams to Moſes, from that which followed 
afcechim unco Chriſt, -God by Adaſes, viving the Law, and thoſe 
many ordinances of Worſhip {types of wood things toicome) that 
were annexed te it, yetmay we call alithe times from Chriſt back- 
ward tothe beginning of the world, the firftrime, where all w2s 
1n typesand ſhadows, and this firſt tirne to continuevill Ci: reftamd 
the new aduinnjiſtratien by him + all-rhe Uifejarall Ordwances 
were but eo comme untill the rime ofreformation, Heb. 4.10.that 
is unto Chriſt, 2s it isexpounded , Gal. 3.24» forhat all the time of 
this firſt adminiſtration , from the bevinningroChriſt , wee may 
fremthencecalichefirit time and iscalled mScriprore the bepinnong 
of che world fromthe firſt ot them as Mebrog. nd, t 
oftento have ſuffered from the ſonndmrion of the world:, calling 
thelefirſi times fe from their bevinnive , then , and thereby dit. 
2uiſhing them , from theſe [aſt r4es ; Bur by Cbrift, wee have a 
new admimftration, which is not to give place to anyther, to ſuc. 
ceedit, ws the former harh donerothis ; bur is to <onenue ever to 
the end, rothe comming of Chriſt, fo ſaid Chritt to h1s Diſciples, 
when heeinſtitured the 'Miniftry,, 2nd gave them Commiſſion'ts 
preach and baptize,, Lo, I im with you to the end of thirws; Id, 
Alartha8.:0. The Sacrament of the Lords Supper, us toſhewforth 
bis deathtilt hee ceme; 1 Cor.11.26.. Towatby # charged tokeepthe 
the Conems andement tellthe commmny of the Lord, 1 T wm.6.T4.which 
ſhews theſe Ordinances are to contiuetillithen ;the gikes given by 
Chriſt, for Paftors and Teachers jinhis Church ;_arceo continuetil] 
wee all come , tothe unity of faith'ard knowledge , Epheſ- 4.13. 
whichall cannor:do ill thefulnefſe of times, andthe fulnefle of the 
body of Chrift be come in at hiscomming ;-In all-che tirnes of the: 
Churcharethelethen ro comcimueand untill-che time of the end, 
and ſo becauſethis isthe {aft adminiſtration reacding to rhe end of 
the World,55ailthis, thetime of ir, called thelaff rawe, andcheend 
of the world, fo that by allthis wee ſee, thatthe whole tame of _ 
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- &poſte takethisoff inthe beginning of the Verle , laywy, , 


What times are 19 be counted the (aff. 


World may be divided 'into the firſt and laſt times}, to either of 
which thereisa fulneſle, theone at his firit comming, whereby he 
ends rhefirſt tives and farft adminiſtrations, and the otherat his 
ſecond and laft comming , whereby tre endsthe laſtcimes and lat 
admmiſt}rations , which reach to the end of the World. And 
thusyoulce thisof the Textcleered, that John calls histimes, and 
ſo all che tamesreaching tb the end, 2he [aff rr;er , becaule they are 
the cms of the Jaſt Kingdom, and the times of che Jaſt admuniſtra« 
tion, either of whichdo, as you havetheard reach totheend of 
the World, 

Now to make way the betcer for the Application of this do» 
Atrine, and that the exhortatjens which will neceflarily ariſe , from 
-this con(idetationof the {ff times, may be the moreprefiing upon 
us ? [ers conſider theſe two particularsfollowinp, 

That the whole fpareof the time of theſe /aff romes , though it 
hath conteined theſe many hundreds of yeers that have altcady run 
out from the tine of Chriftto this preſent, and fhallconteinall char 

'Time,that is yet remayning to his ſecond comming, is yet reckoned 
4a the Scripture to bea'very ſhore time ; The laft word Chriſt, leaves 
awithiis Chuxch is to. affurc it, as well asthat he will come again, 
ſothat bee will come quickly , Revel.2:2.20. Itſhall not be long to 
the timeof his comming it ſhall be quickly, Behold , fayth he, 7 
came quickly and wy reward u withmee, Revel.11.12, See, Heb.1o. 

” . 37 Yet altrtlewhile , ant bee that commeth will come , and will not 
£arry. Hethatcommeth here-mentioned is Chriſt, who callthime 
elf by the ſame name, &ipy5pur@& , he that 1s to come, Revel. 1.8, 
He willcome. hee will certminly come, hee will net tarry, v4 pant, 
heewil not defer or del ay his' comming , to along time , a»the word 
figmfres :chis/omethink htm ro do, The fooliſh ſcrvant ſaid , m1 
maſter delays bis comming, ypuliu tyyxarter (ulng, the ſame word 
he tarries, he defer i his commng to long tone, And the effeof ic 
with him was, that here gave himiel! to all Iicentiouſneſſc inſin, to 
eat and drwk with the drunken, and beat hu fellow-ſervonts, and 
his Lord comeson him ſodainlyto his deſtrattion ; the ſleeping of the 
Virgins was, bec uuſt they thought the tyme long and the Bridegroome 
to delay his conmmy.,  yparitorl Gf m% wpgiv, aith 25.5, But ſer 
here,he doth not tatry, he doth not d«lay; and thouph men may per= 
adyenturc fay, he will indeed come, nor will hee delay it ae 9 the 


appointed time, yet istheyifion for along time, for manydays; the 
Tet a; 


ith - 


Luke 13:4f- 


Pare upon 
this reXt, zQ- 
annes dicit ul- 
timanm boram, 
reſſefiu babito, 
ad t:mpora re 
tro elapſa, qui- 
bus duratione 


. mon reſpon1e- 


bunt ea-ue al 
finem uſque ſu 
perſunt. 
 OnHebr.9.26, 


What times are to becounted the left, 
littlewhile, i7t. uixper,but that is noe all,the): gh werender not; tbr 
can very Well renderany wore, the Original ha th ſomwhatimore, 
gov 6 my , quartulumcurique , 28 who-would ſay, how: much ſoc= 
ver it 15, yet is it bur a ſhore time, rhe ſeventy Interpreters uſe the ex- 
pr: ſion, tonote a moment , &very little ſpace of tine , Iſai.26.20. 
hide thy ſelf as it were for alnile moment, VAN BYLI. theleventy 
pinpop 5'ooy 6'gop, lormay we here underfjand-the expreffion ,' as of 
ſuch a /i:t's momentary ſpace of time, yera little whilel;yer as ic were 
a moment of time; hee tht commeth wall. come ,\.it is but as it were a 
worernt of time to his comming. Thus Paul who calls. the ; ffxti- 
ons of theſe 1-ft times the (uffermgs. , vs voy xaiys , Rom. 8 18.,toth 
yet call then! moment ary affiiltions , &;; >Cor.q.17.bccaulc 
of the ſtortneſſe of theſe !-ſt tyes thus ic 15 plainrthar-the Seriprures 
reckonsthe whole of thele /aft zimes, to be bur/fhorr, + Ando may 
they well be reckoned, not only in rAdpeRt of God with whom a thou- 
ſand years , are but as ore day ( by which. the Apoſile Perer liops 
the monthes of the mockers of the taſt times, that 1ay, where # the 
promiſe of his comming? proving by it. ; that though it feem-long 
and to bedelayed tg;them, yer.it 15S not ſo roGod,, and-that in this 
which hey, call delaying ; Doth God ſhew forth : has patience" and 
long ſuffering, not willing 1hat any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould 

Come lorepent once,2Pet.3-8,9.) Ix ; he i 
But alſo 1nreſpeR of thertime-paſt, and incompariſon of that; what 
though-we reckon ſomwhat .above\l60 yeerex,. yet: whar iis this 
40 .almoſt.,foure 'Millenaties ,of: yeeres! ,|;the : tames of the firſt 
time; and we cannotthinkcheſe {aries to continue, centuries of + 
yecrs more, when inqur own agealready , Wweeſce ſa many Ggnes 
of theapproching end, fulfilled ; ſo. as, the 'number of the Godly 
are great in themiſelyes, more than canbe numbred , Revel.7.9. are 
yer. a {mall number, a licele lock.in cowpariſon;of the wicked'2 So 
thele times, however they may fcem Jongan theraſelves, are yeribut 
ſhort.in compariſon of thefirlttimes,,, when compared with them. 
Thus. wee ſeethisfirtt particular proved, that the Laſt times are but 
ſhort ; Aconfideration ſuzrable to the text ; far therefore [ohx ex- 
vreſleth it by the word gya. ig y 679 , it is thelaft houre, that word 
Sees ;:whenit is uſed far time; yernotigg aſhoreſpace.of time, as 
_Pagl fayth tothe Theſſalonians , 1 Theſſe2,47, S0.may Chriſt ſayot 
his ceryorall preſence now ſeparated from, us, that it is but , pls 
 xaigoy wipers for aſFort time, as Paul there uſcth the word, Acon-. 
hucrauon allo proficable to us,yeſce thoſecharthink the time long | 
| and 
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What times art to be'counted the lat. 
and to'be delayed walk afrertheir own lufts, x4 thoſe mocker's of the 

Laſt tmers do, 3 Per 3.51 Biit'the conſideration of this; that it is 

ſhort, andbirealittle time}; will quicken us wp'to the proftice of 
th>(cthings, Whicli(as yowſhall by and by hears) we are exhorted 
untoupon this groundin the Scripture, and will make us, nctto 
faint in our minds, nor be weary of wayne cur Maſters coming, 
bur as they, H«b.Tt.13.to beltill eying of che promiles: perſwaded 
of them, by farth embracing them ,-ſecing them by faith, in a ſhore 

- fpace of time, ready to befulfilled on us; which otherwiſe to lence, 
would ſeem tar off unto us. 

The {cond particular js, that our times , the times'wherein 
wee now live, and thelaft part of theſe [1ſt rimes. This that the 
ax hole time is Bur ſhort 7 and yer wereckonwg 1646 yeers already 

Paſt, may eafily evineethis to vs , that wee are in the laſt partof 
them, That wee miy-ſay , ft Apoſtilr terrpir a frerunt ſeculs COM- 
ſummatio, quanto mags hac noſtra. It the Avoltles times were 
called the end of the world, by them, how tmuch morc theſe times of 
ours 7Par,on Feb. 9.26. But I intend fomwhat wore tizen ens, 11 
- thisparciculirto preſent toy6ur conficerdtion'for procfe 2 that our 
tinigSate th- lift- pare of the '/aft rrmes * underſtand then : Thar 
' though the Apoſtieslived/and wrote in'theſelaſt rimes and called 
their o'wn times, with thoſe that ſhould follew, ihe laſt temes ; Yew 
ſpake often of a 1:/t 1imes rt ome, which T call here the laſt times of 
the 1\ſF times, andaſhrme them to comeupon ns. Thus P ax | peaks, 
T Tin.4.1: iy v54o; xapois', iithe latter times, 2s being: yet in 


 *rheſe Ioft rims tu cole, 2 Tim. 7it: Tuthe laſt days ſhall betrowble- 
ſometimes, 02 Pet.3.3. in the liſt days ſhall come macker#:20d 


Jude allo,'verſer8Þ..of his Epilile. The whole time of the world: 
7 (+ you have heard) divided into the firſt and 1aff ries, which 
'thelearc ;Fhelelaf rimeiagaine haverhe like!divifion ; and as by 
this you may perceive, have-- firftandlaft part to them alſo: But you 
will tzy-; by whitare theſe ſeycrall parts of the laft rimes to be di- 


"ftinemſhed > how mayit be known that weare inthe latt part of 


theſe {:ff tomes? Surely by the fame Jaft Kingdom ;: whereby the 
laft times themiclyes are known are theſe ſeverall parts of 1tallo , ro 


: be knownanddiftinguiſhedsYou have heard theſe times tobe cal- 


keg : he /aff rimes for chis-as one andthe chicfe reaſon of it ;-becauſe 


They arc the times'of the laſt Kingdom), that ſhould riſe , that hath. 
_'frifen , or thar ſhallriſe'in che- work: ;' Now a$by conſulti-g:with. 
-tDaxict, we found What chislaſt Kingdome or Monazchy was 


( ro: 
Wit). 
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What times areto be counted the left: 
wit) the Roman, by the rifing whereof the {aft rimer were tobe 


” known , ſoby conſulting with D-wielagain;, ,wee ſhall finde this 


See Pare on 
Kevel.17.10. 


laſt Kingdomto be divided into two parts: Yet ſtil} reckoned. as 
oneKingdom, D an-2.33. where: the fourth Kingdom is noted by 
the legs of tron, and the feet part of- iron; and part of clay ; there 
are the ſeyerall parts of rhis one Kingdome-_, -the firſt is all 
iron , reprelented, by the legs of iron-,. preſenting the Im. 
periall. Stace of Rome ; the firſt rifing whereof, did poir.t 
out che laſt times,; in the latter part , there js ſame thing cf 
iron remayning , yet maxt with clay ; ſothat it is a diyided State, 
and notes that divided State of Rope , which ſhould riſe after the 
breach of the Empire ; wherein ſhould: be ſome thing of che iron 
part,(the Empireremayning)but now mixt withclay,apother parc, 
the Popedom, this Saint Johy: ſpeaks of , Revel.17.9,10. interpre= 
ting the ſeven heads of the beat; which hee ſaw, tobe alwell ſeven 
Kings, that is, kinds of Kingly government , as ſeven mountains or 
hils whereonthe woman fitteth, whereon Rowe thegreat City, that 
then did beare rule oyer the Kings of earch, was buile; And of 
theſe ſeven Kings , heenotes five.to have falne already, fiveforn;er 
kinds of Government , that had beene: in, Rome, 242. the Kings, 
Conſuls, Di&tators, Decem-viri, Triumyiri, one is the ſix head, or 
Imperiall State of Rem, the legs of iron, it is in Fohnstime, who 
lived in the firſt part of this Kingdame , before ir came to be that 
State repreſented by rhe feet. of xon aud c/ay ; which yer hee pre- 


{ently deſcribes-as to come, and ſpeaking of the ſeyenth head; which' 


hecalls cheother , Hee ſayth, iris nor yer come, {v4z.) chat other 
Stateof that Empire or Kingdome , but werſe 11, another is alto 
ſpoken of, that is the eighth , which ſeems to be of another diffe- 
rent kinde, which is the Ecclefiaſticall Papall State of Rome lo dif- 
fering from theſeyemth and all the former , rhat it ſeerns to bean 
cighth!, yet is one with theſeventh, makes bur one Kin:dom with 
the ſeventh head of. it;: ſo that. thelaſt Srate of the Kingdom muſt 


| be ſodivided and cont of two, the ſeventh head, and that that 


ſeems aneighth, yet is one with it,and is that which is noted by the 
mixture of. iron, and clay in thefeer of the Image; Thus then letus 
underſtand this, thatthe Empire of Rome ,. is the ſixth head thar 
was in Johns time, Daviels 1ron legs , and the firſt part of that 
Kingdow, and that muli be removed beforethe next State of Joby: 


ſeventh head of D ariels feet:of iron and clay was to come, andiis 


he 


"is 


"EH = 
Ser 2. 


53 <> 
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' Whatitimes ave to be counted the laſt. 


he that Pa#! ſpeaks of, 2 Theſſ.2.6,7. That ſhould ler the rifing of 
the man of ſin, the Popedome, till he be taken out of the way ; The 


lakStateof its in the ren Kingdomes that ſhould riſe upon the 


breach of the Empire , that therefore the beaſt is repreſenred with 
ten horns which then were not , Had not received cheir Kingdoine 
in Johns time, buc ſhould riſe afterwards to be the laſt head, upon 
the breach of the Empire ; in which is ſomething of iron, ſome- 
thing of the ſtrengthofche Empire, but now mixc with clay, an- 
other State, ofthe Popedome, that ſeemed an eighth , yet is recko- 
nedone with it; riſing with and (like the little horns , D 4n.7.8.) a- 
mong the ten hotns or Kingdoms, and ruling all of themas theten 
horned beaſt is ruled by the Whore that rides it. This is to bethe 
laſt Starcof this laſt Kingdom , the feet of jron and clay in D 4- 
nel. 

Now confider that as theſe laſttimes ate ſo called from this King- 
dom, ſo this ſeyerall Rate of this kingdom , makes this diviſion of 
thelaft times. And ſo when the Apoſtles ſpeak of laſt days, or late 
ter times to come, they call themfo, as being the times of this latter 
parrofthislaft kingdom; The times of the Apoſtafie fromthe faich, 
and revealing of the man of ſin 2 Theſſ.2.3. and therefore as he that 
ſaw the rayſing of the Empire, the iron legs , might as you haye 
heard ſee the laſt time comming upon them, ſothele that ſee the 
breaking of thatEmpire the rayſing of many Kingdoms out of it, 
and the riſe of the Papacy, that revelationof the manof ſin, might 
ſee thelatter part of theſe /aff times to be comming on them , and 
themſclyesto live inthem. And now conſider, do not wee ſee? ate 
not our times the latter part of the laſt times, how little now te- 
mayns of that great body ofthe Roman Empire ; tokeep thename 
of it ? ſorwhat of iron, yer bur alittle ; wee live not in thetimes 
wherein it was broken , yet may wee ſceit hath been by the many 
Kingdoms now ſtanding in Exrope, which did riſe upon the wound- 
ing of it, which by ſome are exaRtly reduced tothe number of ten, 
thatroſe ateyery time of the breach of ir , do not wee ſee how for 
ſome hundred of yearcs, the Papacy hath ruled all? the ws 4» of fr 
therein to haye been reyealed, what can wee conclude lefle , from 
theſe things thatare ſo manifeſt before our eyes, bur thatit is indeed 
the laſt part of the laſt Kingdom , the feet (of the Image) of iron 
andclay,whereon it is now going to deſiruRion &ſothat our times 
are indeed the laſt part of the 1ſt times, being the timesof thelaſt 
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/ 


part 


See Med es 
Apoſt. p 71, 
72373» 


Medes Apoft, 
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What duties are to be minded in the laſt times, 


part of this laſt kingdorme ; And hence reaſon if all the ſpace of 
the Laſt times to be reckoned ſhort , as ſuch a little time as you have 
heard, how ſhorr, how lictle, muſt this latter part of rfeſe Jaf ries 
be wherein our ſelves live ; yea , how little a pitcance of time muſt 
thatneeds be, that 1s yerremayning ,, when ſo many hundred yca1es 
of this laſt divifon, have pafled over our heads already ; and here 
alſo conſider what cauſe we have aboyeall others, that lived in any 
of the times paſt, to attend to thele exhortations that are givento 
us inthe Scripture , from this conſideration of the laſt rmmes, Of 
which theſe tollowing are ſome, 

Hence are wee exhorted in Scripture , not to ſet our affettiyns on 
the things below , on the world , and on the things thereof; lhould we 
louk on this of the Apoſtle, it 1s the laſt houreor time, aschiefly in- 
tended for in{iruQtion to the Jews, andas a warning tothem, of the 
end of their City Jeruſale, and Common- wealth now approch - 
ing, mivht it not alſo ſerve as a good [rem unto them, that their 
hearts be not ſet onthe glory of them. Of the people of the Jews 
ſome were abiding as yer in their own Land the time of their greae 
captivity among ali Nations (poken of by our Saviour , {Lake 21. 
24.) being not yet ceme ( though that might be the laſt houre un» 
to it) yetmany of them were already diſperſed , witnefle Peter and 
James, dirc&ing their Epililes to them in diſperſion in ſeyerall 
Countries , 1 Pet.t.. Fares l.1, The teftimony of Lake allo, 
AT: 2. Saying, that there were at Jeruſalem , at that time of the 
Feaſt of Pexteco/f, Jews, devont men, of every N ation under hea- 
ve ; and we cannot conceive, but that there might all behold with 
a kinde of hopeand expeRation, the one of continuing in, the other 
of returniog unto , this their Land and City , with the glory and 
veauty whereof rhey wereſo wuchtaken, bur being now warned 
by chisintimaation, (it is the laſt houre)chatthe end of thew Com- 
mon-wealth, and this their City is approching, wherein there ſball 
wot be one ſtone left upon another unto which ſhall not be deftroyed, 
how mulitey needs (ce all theſe their hopes and expeRations to be 
off ; and from coukideration hereof, that they cannot herefinde « 
continweng City (no notin Jeruſalem its (elf ) nor any kingdome of 
the World, which (ſhall nor be ſhaken, when Canacnthen poſſel- 
hon 15 thus taken from them) have their hearts ſetupon the new Je- 
rnſalems, that City to come, the builder and maker of wiich ss God, 


' as Pax cxhorts, Heb. 13.14. and like ther fathers in the fanh, 


What duties ave tobe minded in the laft times. 


ow look, for an heavenly country, Heb.tt 16, A kingdom th ct can- 
nat be(haken, Heb. 12.28. and an inheritance wore txtelient then 
that m Canaan,cventhat which Perey (their Apoſile} minds ther 
of , an inherit ance mwrort all, undefiled. that fades fot away vi ler- 
Ucd 1n heauen for them, toda [ring hope whyeof they had becn Lerat 
ten in the reſurretiton of Chriſt, 1 Pet.1.13. Thus, Ifay, this we 
arethey hereby warned to makeof this calamity comn ing 1pon 
them, to walke cloſely with Chriſt, and in the ordinances of, the 
Goſpel (the Temple with all the ſervices of worſhip wont to be 
perfyurmed in it, long now to be removed) and to ct their Faces 
heavenwards, enCuiting the way towards that heavenly Sror, not 
hankering in theirwindes after this theirearthly inheritance, unto 
which after this general] diſperſion, now comming on thern, they 
were not againany wore to return, and this uſe doth our Sayiour 
exhortthemto make of his approaching defolation, Lnbe 17. 31. 
Hethat i on the houſe top, and his ſtuſſe in the houſe , let ham not 
come down to tabe it away , and hethat z «©n the ficld, l:thim lthn.. 
wiſe not return back, That 15, not ſet his heart on tlicle things, 
nor to proyide for them more then his own ſaft ty, like many perſons 
that T have heard of, wholoſ their lives in their houſes when they 
are on fire, for their goods ſake , which they ſceketo faye our of 
them. Burto return, Lots wife , who (contrary to the command 
of God) looking back upon Sodome, (when flaming with the fire 
and brimftone, raincdfrom God out of heayen uponit) in remem- 
brance of the pleaſuresand delights enjoyed by her, in that too plea - 
ſant and fruitfulla place, was turned intoa Pillar of Salt : and as the 
Coyenant of Salt in Scripture, notes a laſting Coyenant , ſo is ſhee 
indeed 91 T1 a fad, yet a laſting monument , of the woful! 
diſpleaſure of Almvhty God,againtt thoſe that ſhall fix thejr minds 
on the world when hecalls to them to leaveit, and 15 here ſet to this 
end, to watne thelein this their condition. 

And hath Jeruſalem 115 Jaſt houre, avd 15 this the uſe they were 
to make of it ? whatthen can we judgeotherwiſe of any the Cities 
or places of our habitations, but that even in this world they may 
havyetheir la{i houres alſoafſigned unto them : Cities and King - 
doms hayetheir periods, their ſpacesof timeallowed, both fortheir 
riſing and falling, as wellas particular perſons, what 1s become of 
the many famous Cities, renowmed in Scriptures and ancient Hi- 
Kories, yea, ofthe flouriſhing Common-wealths, nay, the greas 
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What duties are to be minded inthe laſt times, 


Monarchies mentioned in D ariel, that ſo for many ages ſucceſſivee 
ly ruled the Nations, haye not. all of theſe had their laft houres? 
have they not fallen withrtime, by ic alſo fo worne out, that icarce 
the remembrance of them js: kept amovgſt us , that ever there wete 
ſuch in the world :: And why then doe wealloboaſtin thete things* 
in our fine houſes, our Rately pallaces, plcaſant gardens, wealthy 
poſſeſſions ; fools that we are, can we think thele our houſes ſhal! 
continue ever, even to every generation, ſurely if Cod hath not 
ſparcd /eruſalcm, the placeofhis preſcnce, the praiſe and joy of the 
whole earth, but hath done this to themthe green tree, whar may 
he not doe to us dry trees, may not wealſo havein our ſelyes expe- 
Ration of a-laſt houre appointed to theſe our places , whereby to 
withdrawour hearts from too much doatingupon them ? 

But why ſtay I upon particular places, fecing the laſt houre or 
time inthe Text, is, as you have heard, foto the world , and notes 
that the continuance of that is meaſured by time, that ir ſhall not be 
everlaſting withoutend, as it w2$ not erernal] without beginning, 
but as it had a beginning, ſoit ſhall have an end ; God who hath 
ſer a bound of ſand to the raging ſea, to which he ſayth, Hiher 
ſhall thy proud waters paſſe and 10 farther, hath allo er a limit or 
bound of time tothe whole world , unto which it: ſhall reach and 
continue, andno longer, there is then an end appointed unto it, 
wherein as it is, ver.17.T he world ſhall peſſe.away with the luſt there- 
&,atimein theend of time, wherein Jelus Chriti ſhall be revealed 
from heaven in flaming fire, to judge and renderto every oneaccor- 
ding to his works. Wherein the Lord ſhall utter his great and 
terrible yoyce, that yoyce of his which onceſhooke theearth , bur 
(ha'lnow not ſhakethe-carth onely, butalſo the heavens, and that 
with ſach aſt aking which ſhall be the removing of thethings that 
are ſhaken. Hes 12.ult. wherein the one of theſe, che heavens, ſhall. 
melt with fervent heat. {hall berolled together like the ſcrole of a booke; 
and paſſe away with a ſound + Andthecther of theſe, theearth, with. 
the works thereof to be burnt up , 2Pet 3.10. .ſhall be utterly broken 
down, clean difſulved, exceedingly moved, recle to and fio like a 
drunkard, and be removed like a cottage,and herranſy acfſionthere- 
of be ſo heavie that it ſhall fall and not riſe agais, Tai, 24.19. andbe 
ſoremoved frm the face of kms (Chriit) who firteth upon the white 
throne in.that his . ppear ance, that.the place of it ſhallnot be found, 
Reyel.20.11, This cycnthe Heathen Poct had fo nuwuct: Fghtasto 


a. | FP 


What duties are to be minded inthe laſt times, 
Efſe-------- afforeremprs, 


Oxo mare quo telins, correptaqueregia cali 
Ardeat, & mundi molesoperoſalaboret. 


And ſeeing theſe things ſhall hethus remoyed and diffolved. may 
not this conſideration ferye wellto perſwade men in any time of thc 
world, in the wor:is-of the Apofile, inthe former verſes, xot to love 


21 
Ovtid 1.Met. 


the world nor the this 0s of theworld , ſc: ing the werlu with the / ufts , 


thereof, thus paſſeth «way: whois it confidering with himlſclte to : 


have an eycrlaſting wwortall.foule, will ſet his heart upon , and 
place his happineſle in theferranfitory dead things , that are nor of 
aneverlaſting concinuarce, 

But may itper{wade men of all times, and not much more then 
theſe of the Jaſttimes, us upon whom the ends of the world are 
come, that live in theſe laſt times, which are now running and 
haſtcning apace towards this the finall period of 1t, eſpecially tecing 
theſe timesare but ſhort, and we in the aſt part of them, wherein 


wemay.fee grey haires the meſſengers of approaching death, to be 


diſperſed here and there uponthe world, witneffing ir to be in its 
old and declining -2ge , nor far from the gares ot death ; in theſe 
fignes of the end of the world, which we may ſee fulfilled ; from 


which we may certainly conclude , that the world cannot belong. 


liv'd, but that this diffolution of it is now yery necre, even at the 
doors, though how little time it be, God knows, in whole power. 
thetimesand ſeaſons are reſerved, 

And now beloyed, ſhall we who live intheſe ſhort Iaft times, 
and latter part of them , and know not: how ſoon weway ſeetheſe 
things accompliſhed, ſhall we, Ifay, ſetour hearts on theſe things, 


be ſtill loading our ſclves with this thick clay, fiill following thete 


3 


vamties, theſe broken Ciſterns, ſercing our hearts on riches, if it in-- 
creaſe a little upor us, putting our tft inthis uncertainty of riches, 
laying out all our labour on thefe things which are not bread, ard 


our money 1nthis which profitsnor, while we neg: bettertt1r of, 


even that care-andendeayour we ſhould have for cur in mortzll 
| fouls, and oureyerlafting condition, which theſe things of ther'<- 


ſelves can never be-able ro adyantageorcondh ce une ; roay wei ut: 


bereprovyed that will fer our minces on this hole of che vc r'd, that 
weinay bedailyexpecting (to old 2ndromwen' it 15) when, it will tall 
abuur our ears, upon theſe our habitations here, which we-£ne w 

| 106 


- 


: 
; 
x 
' ; 
d p [: 
0 : i 
: 1; : 
” 
. 4 j 
. bo | 
b 2F-> 
: i 
az 
' ''2 
1 ” 
- 
| n 
\ 50 
h 
: : * 
: 44 . 
\\ : 
x 
$* } 
p A Sh» 1 
SY of 
is 
, t 
af i 4 
\ \ , : 
| : 4 
: - 
i | } 
i { : 
{1 
V 
; 
: . 
$1175 ''S 
e 
» 
. 
/ 3 
ws 3! 
: Fy 
F) - 
'' Dp x 
4 
| 
LEY 5 
44} 
£ 
ht 
+ 
t "344 
* 4 
Feed 
' vis 
vo | 
$47 F 
8:1: Þ 3 
} | 3} 
AW 1 
{ nT 
: * 


.- Wt, 


1 

| | 

| j 
p | | 1 Pct.gqnt. 


22 


conſideration of the laſt times. | 


What duties are tobe minded inthe luft times. 


nothow ſoon we way ſee flamivg byzhe fire of the great day. © 
brethren thinke on theſe things, confider this ſhort fentence , Tr 1s 
the laſt houre, it is thelaſt rime, and let it cauſe you out of hand , as 
Citizens of the new [eruſaicm to ſet your aſkc&tionson things aboye, 
to labour for the meat that periſheth not, to ſ{eeke firſt the kingdom 
of heaven and therighteoulyeſſe thereof, an;{truſt God, according 
to hispromiſe, for theſupply ofother things you ſtand in need, it is 
high time for you to ſet about chis,, it is the lalt houre, and ſo looke 
on it, that you defer not this work till ic be roo Tate: how fad a 
thing will itbe in that day, fora man to ſee all his riches and hap- 
pineſſe in an inſtant burnc up andconſumed 2 O then be ſure berime 
to ſeeke after true riches, to berich, through faith, in the Son of 
God, and to make him your treaſure, who is in heaven atthe riokr 
;5and of God : here1s durableriches, aſure habitation, a Kingdory 
that cannot be ſhaken and removed , as all the habitations and 


Kingdoms of this world ſhall be, The riches here laid up is ſuch 


that moth and ruſt cannot corrupt, nor theeves break through and 

Real, neither ſhall the fire of the great daybe able once to reach or 
. y &Y »o . 

come neere this, by. which all theſe things ſhall be thus deſtroyed 

and conſumed. This exhortation the Scripture. gives upen this 

ground, I Cor, 7. 29,30,3I- Bat this I ſay brethren, the trme ts ſhoxt, 


{There you have one doctrine) and this uſeof exhortation ftollows, 


It remameth that both they have wives, be as theugh they had none, 
ard theythat weepe, as car" they wapt not, & c. and they that ufe 
the world as not abuſing it, and hath this reaſon moreover to preſſe 
it, which I haveall along urged, for the faſhion of this werld paſſeth 
away. And thus you have the firſt eghortation, ariſing from this 

By this imitation , itis the laſt houre, may wee be exhorted and 
warned , not to be offended with, bug rather to provide for theſe 
ſufferings andevils , that may befall.us #»:rheſe laſt times ;; forthe 


laſt times arenorcd in Scripture for times of great aflictions and 


rrials.: ſo wasthe laſt rime of [eruſalem; ro be to the lews, Luke 21+ 
23, Atime of greatdiftreſſezntheland, and wrath uponthe peo- 
ple, which if we look on this intimation,as concerving them, they 
are warnedto provide for ,. aud nat to be offended with ,. notto 
think it{trangeof the fiery tryall ; for ſo Peter warring them alſo 
of this, .calls.cheſe che ſufferings now comming on them. And thus 
mightit be ſuch a warning to the people of God inallthe times of 
theſe 


What duties are to be minded the laft times.” 


thelelaſt times , all with are noted unto. them to;berimes of vreat 
aMiQion, and chey (H{] warned to provide for them. The waythrr 
leadeth umo hfets a ſtrat way, always hath been and abhways wil 
bc rebayirn affi: ted, and therefore few rhere arether will exter m 
thereat;Chnilt hath raught us the way by the Crofie roche Crown, 
and aſſures vs , thit he canrot be h1s Diſciple, rat will n;rt be up 
hrs croſſe cn foll;w him that is, notv.illingzod; ink of the cup hee 
dr ank of , and be baptized with the Baptiſme hee mas baptized with. 
Hee that will vo ſuffer with him ; muſt nor expect roreignewith 
him ; This 15 the coſt we mult account when wee firſt cake on us 
the profcfſion of the name of: Chritt, ro be made hike our Maſter 
conformable to him infufterings , hated in the World as hee was; 
and called to for ſ«ke father and mother, wife:and chilsr en; lcnds and 
houſes,zea our Irves alſo. for hus ſakg and the GeiÞe!s,ani through theſe 
many tribu' atior.5tcenter into the Kingdeme of God: A'lthat would 
live godly in Chrilt Jeſus, muſt in all the tines cfthe Werld, ever 
fincethe enmr'y firſt ſet betweenthe ſeed of the wen, and the ſeed of 
the Serpent, (wicked men) expe to ſuffer periecution forthe world 
(which lyeth m-the wicked one ). willttill hatethoſethararenot of 
the world, that areof.God: and choſen out of the world, and'offer- 
all che violence it can unto them ; the world can love and gently 
intreat none, bur its owne,” Burt: miitt this more eſpecially beexpe-- 


Red in theJa(t rimes, waerein Chriſi-having, by his death broken 


the Serpents head, ſhall comeby his Goſpel inaH Narions to erect 
and ſetup his kingdowe; then ſhall che rage-offthe Deyill arid WiCc- 
kedmen , be greater then formerly againit- the Church-and'ptople 


of God; which the conſjderazion of the laſt times, ſhould warne. 


thoſe that live in them to look for, what they are to expeQiin them; 
Chriſt rels, when he ſayth; he came not to ſend peace; but (by acci- 
deni)a ſword, meaning the afflictions and perſecutions that wontd. 
ariſe tor the Goſpel, for which ſo greatſhculd:/bethe divifion , chat 
4 mas ſhould be divided againſt hisfather, danghrer againſt mother, 
and mother m law, ag air ft daughter in law. Hee came , Fee ſeuth,to: 
kindle a fire on the earth what will I, ſauh hs, if it be already kindled: 
And this welſce by the Hiftory of the A& of the Azoſftler,nthegreat 
ufferings thatcame onthe 'D:ſciples and Chriftians for-the cauſe 
of Chriſt co be fulfilled ;/ and this isto be expeRed bythe peopleof 
God in allthe laſt times even unto Chriſts fecondcomming: though 
God may zive them.now and thena day.or yeareof refreſhing and 
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comfort, yetought they like good ſouldiers never to put off their 
armour? but hourely to expe the renewing of the War, and the 
revohition of their former condition of perſecution upon them ; 
God even (till faith to them, as ſometimes to Ahab King of Iſrael, 
concerning the Syrians, 1 Kings 20.22. Go , ſtrengthen your ſelves 
and mark and (ce what yor do, for at thereturs of the year, the Prince 
of this World, the King of the children of pride , with his band's 
of wicked. men , will again come upon you. Bur as this is to be 
expected more in the laſt times , then in any times before , fo 
moſt eſpecially, moſt of all , in the latter part of the laſt times, in 
theſe laſt times wherein we live ; when the Devils tmre 15 but ſhort, 
is bis rage greateſt againſt the Church of God , Revel.12.12. this 
war, the neeter itdraws to an end, the more violent ſhall it grow; 
thefeer, the latcer part of the Image ſhall a& more cruelly againſt 
Gads people then ever did theformer, See bur the pranks plaid by 
the Popedome, the little horn, when hecomes to at his pare in the 
Jatrer part of that Kingdome, and of the laſt times, Dan.7.21. Hee 
makes warwith the Saints, and prevails againſt them, and comtinues 
toweare ont. the Saints of the weſt high, v.25. T he whore it her time 
i to pake her ſelf drunk with the blood of the Saints and Martyrs of 
Teſws, Revel 37.6: and by unclean ſpirics like Frogs , (their Jeſuits 
may be well likened tothem) endeyour toperſwade, and ſhall per- 
{wade and gather together, the Kings of theearth,, rothe battleof 
the great day of God Almighty, againſt ArmaggeddortheChurch 
of ; Chxiſty; that (RB0 4n, the monntam of hus pleaſant fruits, 
and perſwadethem to deſtroy the people of God , as a people nor 
worthy tolive, who would ſet up another Kingdome, that of Jeſus 
Chriſts which their Kingdomes cannot beare withall; and in the 


; endof time, ſhall the Roman beaſt and falſe prophet be aſſiſted 


withan Army of Kings of the earth to fight againſt the people of 
God, withthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt their Captain appearing for them; 
in which war beaſtly falle prophets and Kings areall deſtroyed to- 
gether. See thatas Pal ſaith, the [aſt times ſhall be'perillous times, 
and the neerer we draw to the end of them, the more perillous ſhall 
they grow ; to heareof Maſſacres in Frazce, of inhumane unheard 
of barbarous cruelties/, aRed by therebels in Ireland - the perſecu- 
tions inthis Kingdome in our Marian days, and the cruchics of 
the Popiſh party inthe jate war; letus not wonder at all , conſider 
it isthe laſt times, and wee ate inthelaſtparrof chem, theſe uy 
mu 
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muſt be, and let us look forthelike, andif poſſible greater cruelties 
then our brethren have ſuffered , as wee liye neerer the end then 
they , and therage of theDeyill and Pope greater now then ever ; 
how ſoon the Lord may exerciſe us in this kind we know not , but 
let us never expe a long time of Quietneſle , fo lone as theman 
of fin is inthe World , I wonder how 1n tl eſe times men czn be 
talking of a golden age, of an earthly kingdom approachirg , the 
thoughtwhereof did ſtagger the Diſciples at rhe ſuffering of 
Chrilt, and 1 feare may, too many amongſt us, when ſi:ffering times 
ſhall come upon them, which I pray God, our own divifons at this 
time amongſt us, may not be a meansto haften. Therefore if wee 
ſee ſuch things as theſe be not offended; theſethings muſ be, copſi- 
der that we are in the laſt times, and theſe things are ſufhciert Genes 
of them : nothins men are fo aptto be offended withatl as luffe- 
rings : afflition and perſecution for the word ſoon offended him 
who was but a temporary in his faith , and had nor rootin hin!, 
Alat.11.21- | 

And ſo are many «offended bytheſethe great calamities and ſuffe- 
rings of thelaſt times, Afar.24.10. But Chriſt, that his Diſciples 
may not be afraid, relschem and warns them of theſe things , thar 
they may provide and looke for them. Theſe things I have ſpoken 
unto jou, that y1u may not be offended, they ſhallpnt you ont of their 
Synagognes, yea, the wg, houreortimecommeth (this laſt houre 
inthe Text) wherein he that kils you ſhall thinke he doth good 
ſervice to God, Behold .layth he, [ have foretold you, Jobn.16.1,2. 
and P aul firengthened the hearts of theDiſciples , when he exhor- 
ted them to abide in thefaith, and told them , that through many 
tribulations they muſt enter intothe Kingdom of God, Att.14.22. 
eras wy ay here inthe Text may not be offended, 
but provide for theſe things, isthis intimation inthe Text, 7t 7s 
the Laſt time, that hence they and all of usmay learn, and be ext1or- 
ted (weeelpeciz'ly that haye falneintothelaſt and woſt troubleſon:e 
part of then, to Jooke for thole things which the Scripture tels us 
ſhall be the condition ofthe laſt times, and gives us this [ters , that 
we may provide forthem accordingly : And thus much alſo for 
theſecond exhortation ariſing out of theſe words. 

From this intimation of the laſt tymes, may wealfobe warned 
andexhorted, to looke for, and not to be offended, with the many 
Antichriſts,thatis, falſe Apoſiles, falſeteachers, deceiyers that ſhall 
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What deties are to be minded in the laſt times, 
come in thelaſttimes, andthe preat multitudes thatſhall bedecei= 
ved cofollow after them. Theſpeaking of this cannot be avoided, 
being ſoexpreſly mentioned in the Text, T here are now many Anti- 
chrifts, whereby wee know that it #5 the loft time, this we are fo:e. 
warncd of ro be the condition of the laſt times, but eſpecially of the 
latter part of the Jaſt times w herein welive., Jn the laſt timesthe 
Devil! comcs not cnely by force and cruelty to oppoſe the K ingdom 
of Chrift, as you heard inthe former particular , but by guile and 
po'licie alfo , as you ſhall heare in this. The Devill knowing the 
}aſt times ta be deſigned for the comming of Chrift, and the works 
that were to be done by him , that the Jews might not acknow. 
iedge-him, when comeamoneſlt them, raifeth up inthe laſt rimes, 
(but never as we read of before) divers amongſt the Jews to de- 
ceive them, as ifchey werethe Chrilts, the Meſſ1ahs, and thereby 
be deceived, and made miſtake the true Meſſiah when he came a. 
mongthem. Thus were there many juch among the Jews; ſuch as 
rheſe twonotabledeceivers mentioned by Gamalicl, in his ſpeech 
Aft.5.36. Theudas and Judas, both of then) inthe laſttimes , and: 
this latter jn thedayes of thetaxing, Lake 2.1. when the Meſſhahs 
comming was much expected among the Jews, and at whichtime 
Jeſus Chriſt the rrue Mcfſiah was borne, And as Hiſtories report, 
notlong afterthe deſiruRion of Jeruſalem, inthe dayes of Jdrian 
che Emperour, a g1cat Jmpoſicr.arole amongſt them , prerendin 
hinſelfe the rrae Meffiah, and who applying co himſclfe the Pro. 
phecy of Bal-am, Numb.24.17,18. There ſhallcon.e a Star out of 
Faceh, wasc led Ben: Cockab , that is, the ſonne of the.(tar:, and 
was by them mighuly {ullowed after, as it he had been their Meſs 
Hah indeed. many thouſands flock-ng after him, who at length, 
after three years and an halt fieve m a Citie, which be had poſleſ- 
ſed was overcome ani deliroyed with thoſe that were with him, 
by the Roman Forces. andever fince is remewbred by them for this 
his deceit, by the naire of Bar=Cozabh, thatis, thelonne of a lie, 
or a Lier, and many {ch did ariſe among them, who ſaid, I am 
Chrift. And thus myght this. be a warning to the Jews-to rake. 
heed of luch. Thus allo was tro be amcng Chriſtians, among them 
alto in the Jaſt times were many Anuichrifis, Sedticers and falſe 
teachers to anile, Our Savicur tcls us, Lzke21.8.that thetime was 
athand, it would not be Jorg ere theſe Decervers ſhovie ſhew 


thenitelyes; many falie chrifts , that hada different urRicn from 
Chriſt: 
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Chriſt or his Apoſtles, and did teach DoQtrine contraryunto them, 
which the hiſtorie of the Afts of the ApoRiles ſhews to bave been 
verified, fo alſo doe theſe Apoliles, 2 Eprſt. Joln, verſe. 7. wany 
Antichriſts and deceivers were come into the world 2nd Jade, that 
already certain men had crept in vunawares , who dividethe Lord 
that bought them : ſuch as Cerintizs, Marcion, Elin, Valenti- 
ns, Arne. &cothatſhewed themſelves in the firit times , pre- 
ſently after Ch» if}, and in ſhort timeafter, conſult we with Ecclefi- 


aſtica)] Hiſtories , we ſhall finde no age of the Church to be fice of 


ſuch, yetare even theſeallſo to ſ.varme in their prearc(! abundance, 
in thelatter part oftheJaſt times, in theſetimes whereinwe live, 
Gnce the diſcovery of Antichriſt the great deceiver and falfe Pro- 
phet. Thar of ihele we have cauſe of ail other to be warned, and jt 
welce itſo not :0 beoffended, bur look on it as a figneof the latter 
times where'n we haye fallen, fo Paxl ſhews, 1792.4. 1. mn the 
latter tim.es chat there ſhovId beliich as ſhould reach the Do&trine 
of Devils, ſo Jade allo as well, as that ſuch menas you have 
heard were crept in in histime, ſo 7ex,18. That ſuch ſhould eſpes 
cially be in the lafttimes, who are there deſcribed inthe following 
verfes. And conſult withour Saviour concernirg the fignes of the 
neere approaching end of the world, we ſhall fee this to be the 
princpall, the increaſe of falſe teachers and decervers that ſhould 
be in them, forthart this is nottoſee:me ſtrange , if weſce it lo come 
to paſſe, as indeed by too ſad experience we doe ſee it among our 
ſelves at chis preſent, but we ought rather tolookefor ſuch , and cx- 
pe it ſhould be ſo, and bearmedagainſt them. And now why is 
this intimation alſo given , but that we ſhould not be offended at 
the rifing and comn.ing of ſich. Perſons are apt to be offended, 
eſpecially weake Chriſtians, rhe little children of the Text , they 
areaptto be troubled, yea ſhaken and ſtaggered in theirmindes by 
reaſon of ſuch, for doc not we ſee byexperience , how people reaſon 
from theſe preſentdiffcrences amongft us, they wonder to fee fo 
many Religionsamoneſt us,(as they fay)never more hideous, mon- 
rous opinions in the world then are now, and all ſcene copretend 
tothe Scripturefor whatthey lay, ſo doe the Arminians, the Seri- 
nians, Familifls , Anabapriſts, Antinomians, Secker+, all theſe 
names of ſcyerall ſorts, of teverall Religions, as they ſiy amongſt 
us, with many more ſuch hke, now, ſay they, where ſhall a peo: e 
ſoule pitchia this diyerfity ? which fide ſhall we take unto, that 
EB 2 are 
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are not able to try things by the Scripture, as we are extorted, and 
thus many are offended, eſpecially weake Chriſtians, and therefore 
for che eſtabliſhing of ſuch, how neceſſary is ſuch an intmation 
as Chriſt gives concerning them, Mat 24.15. Behold, 7 have fore- 
toll 104: I have atquainted you of the comming of theſe before h-nd, 
that you be not offended when they doe come , but rather exy:tt their 
commg im the laſt trmes; and thus ſhould we tromthis conſides 
ratzon, that it is the la{t houre, that che ends of the world are cone 
on us, expeQt ſuch inthistime imore then in other times, and be ſer- 
led in thefaith, ſo that we benot ſhaken from it by them. Let us 
not wonder at all thatſuch abound now morethen in formet times, 
but conſider, itis the latter part of thelaſt times, wherein we can 
expect no other but:tharit ſhould be ſo 2 while Satan Jabours thus 
to bring. allthingsto a confuſion amongſt us , letus be comforted 
in this, that they are fignes, ſurehgnes, of the aſt rimes come upon 
us,amoreof this you ſhall heare inthe following Sermon, upon the 
ſecond part of this Texr, butthus much for this their. cxhortation, 
from this intimation in the Text, Ut z5 the laſt tire. 

The fourth exhorcation that may arile from this conſideration 
of thelaſt times, is, That by it we be ſtirred up to avcarneſt expeRta- 
tion, and looking for the {ſecond comming and appearance of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, You have heard all the times of the.world to 
his firſt commins to haye been called the firſt times, in all:which 
what had the people of God intheir ſeverall times , ſuch an eye 
unto, ſich ancxpeCtation of, as the fulfilling of the great promiſe 
of the comming of the Mcfhah among them , to whica their fiſt 
times did lead them, and with which they ſhould be ended : io 
what ſhall now be cxpeed by us 1n the laſt rimes , butthe great 
promiſe of h:s comming again to be fulfilled , ro which theſe our 
laſt timeslead ns, and with which they alſo ſhall be ended, Thatas 
1.1 hisfirft comming he was the hope of 1/rael, he may bethe ex- 
peRation of Jews and Gentiles: in thisof his{;cond.. This js in 
all che times of thelaſi times, ro bz the confant expeRtation of che 
people of God, toexpert rhe comming from heaven, of their Lord 
and Sayiour Telus Chiift, Phil. 2. 20. trom whence they are defcrie 
bed in Scripture to be ſuch as-looke tor his comming, Heb. 9. vl. 
and {ich asloye his appearance, 2 Tim, 4.8. To whom cnely (as 
you perceive in theſcplaces) ſhall he appeare for ſalvation, and is 

the Ciozwn of Glory lajd up ,, for.upou this promiſe, ſhortly to be 
ace 
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accompliſhed in the faith ofeyery juſt perſon fixed, Heb.10. 27, 28. 
and this in the exerciſe of faith doe they paticatly wait for, 1 7hef, 
I, #/t. and inanex»eQation of it arc they exerciſed in acortinuall 
praRice of podlineſſe, Titus 2. 11,12, 13. which exertion of 
theirs by the command of Chrift, by the full accompliſhing of all 
the promiles, deſtruction of all their enemics. (:ven of death the 
laſt ofall; redemption of their bodies and pertc&t1on of the body of 
Chrilt, of all the ele&t of God together in foule and body :nall hap= 
pin:ſſerhentobetulfilled, are they raiſed unto. And this is to be 
theexpeRation of all the people of God in ali thele times of tie 1.2 
times, with this jntimation in the Text itis the {all times calls them 
unto, for whatremains elſe to be expeRted ? doe nc all our d; [pen- 
ſations lead us to this : the Sacraments ſerve (a5 you have hcard) to 
ſhew forth his death tijl he come, Sec how his firſt 2nd lecond com= 
ming are joyned together, that after the firſt, the {: cond may be 
fil expected, Feb, 9.28, Chriſt was once offered to take cway the 


fnsof many ; Thelecond time heſhall appcare wither fi.1, as who, 


would ſay, nothing is now to be expected bur this his ſecond com - 
mig no more ſpeaking. For Go4 hath ſpoken fully 24 per fey to 1s 
in theſeliſt-dajesby his Son, Heb 1.1. nomorelacrificing foriin for 
all cheſe arepur an end unto, by that one facrifice of hin: fe offered 
by him forſfin inche end of the world, Heb. 9 26: fo that this, this 
of his comming again , 1s the main thing now to be cxpcied. 
* This doe divers look upon as the: mayn thing intended jn the 
Text, that the Apoſtle to this end calls :{cſe tres the laſt times, 
becauſe all chings areſo fulfilled in them , as that nothing temayns, 
bur thar we xe his laſt revelation of Chriſt, And is thisto be 
the expeRtation of all the people of God in all thele laft times? 
much morc then ought 1tto be of us, in this latter part of them, fo 
now drawing neerto the. end of them, and to this his comming, 
the necrer it approcheth, the more carneftly is it ro be expeCtcd an 
provided for ; thewholerimmeis bur ſhore , yet rhey that were mthe 
hiſt part, might ſeem to have lomthingelſero ex7e&t | namely, the 
Apottaſiefro »thefatth and comming of theman of tin, by whoſe 
comming of the [aft r.mes were to be divided, and Chrifts com murg 
not to be til] the laiter part of chem. And therefore thouch they 
knew the whole of the /aff 1imzes were to be judged ſhoart, and thor 
Chriſts commpy!'g waseven by ihem, ( thovgh they hycd in the be- 
ginawg of cham) flillco beexpected ;- yer xf exhoired thereunts, 
mJght 
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might not they havea fair pretence, thus to reaſop ; why tell you us 


it is che laſt trnes, and preſſe us thence, to look (Hill for the coming 
of Chrili : Theſe are the laft trmes indeed, yet Chriſts coming ſhall 
Tot be in our times , wholive 1n the firſt part of them ; wee ſce not 
Antichriſt yet revealed, nor the Apoſtaſiefrem che faith, which we 
have learned ſhallbe ; Chriſts comming muſt be in the latter part 
of the laſt times, aſter the revelation of Antichriſt, and by then 
thatl:vethento beexpeRed, and not by us wholive in thefirſt pare 
of them, Thus mightthey ſeeme to have ſome prerence for it, ſhould 
they havereaſoned after thismanner, whoyet as youperceive were, 
were ſtillcalled on by the Apoſtles , to ſet this before them conti- 
tu:lly; but what have we to pretend why we ſhould fo reaſon, and 
not rather be more earneſtly then evercalled on to ſet this before vs; 
for thicre is good reafon for it, we living in this lter part of theſe 
Laſt times, which they didnot 2 welſceing the revelacion of the man 
of fin, and that there hath been ſuch an Apoſtaſie, which they did 
not 2 we now ſce the perſecutions and wars raiſed by the bttle horn 
agaialt the people of God in all places,and have feltenough ro make 
us ſenfible thereof ; we ſee the abundance of herefies, and the great 
increaſe of falſe chriſts, falſe ceachers , and dcceivers amons ſt us at 
thistime, and theſe (as you haveheard in the former particulars.) 
the proper fignes of theſe latter days, and evident, and the wolt 
imn.edute foregoing fiones of Chriſfts comming in the end of tive 
what can we conclude hence butthat, ſurely now the time 15 ſhore, 
now he wil-come quickly, itcannot be :ong thither in our time; the 
whirencſle of the fields ſhews the harveſt ro beat hand , and the 
b!c{foming of the fig-tree that the. Summer is neere, fo doe theſe 


things ſhew this commmg of Chriſt ro be neere even ar the dooresz 


1at.24.32,34- and now are telift xpour heads, expett:ng that the 
day of our redemption now drawing mgh and approching will 4:deed 
be revealed , Luke 21.28, Now to heare Chriſt ſpeaking to us, 
B:hold, 1 come quick/y, towhich letour hearts in earneſt expeR1ti« 
cn thereof, cccho back and ſay, yea, come Lord Jeſus, come quickly: 
Revel.22, 

And herelermecxhort you, that you be not by any means whar. 
loever caken off from this expectation , which you are now exhor= 
red unto; It you look. intathe Rare of the World , you ſhall ſceit 
very lecvre, nothing thinking or dreaming of ſuch a thing as this ; 
f:w entcrrainducourle of it; go tothe Papiſts, they pur off all look- 

X ins 


What dutics are to be minded the laft times. 
ing forthis, expeRting an Antichrift yet to be revealed, when yet 
themiclves are bond-flaves to him 3 Amongſt our ſelves tov many 
put it off toa long day, expeRing the Jews returnecotheir owne 
Land, 2nd I know not whar Icooyears of a temporal Kiredom 
yet to come, which cauſerh this thought of the comming of Chritt 
ro be removed fromthem, and to what other end ferves theſe opini- 
ons, but unto this + fi:rely wile virgins and fooliſh , now ſceme to 
be all aſl-epe, and both to fay the Bridegroom delayes his com- 
wing and ſtoule Criſt now © mee would finde on theearth, very 
little faith and expectation of his comming, and yet even this ſecu- 
rity of the world ſhews it to bethe necrer approaching. fer in ſuch 


J1 


a pefhuire ſhall Chrift finde andſurprizethe world at his comming, - 


lt us not then by any fuch means haveour hearts withdraws from 
this, but ſhew our ſclvesto be good fervants of the Lord Jcfus Chiiſt 
by ſuch an earneſt expectation of the return of 001 Maſter. 

Yer doth this intiwation in the Text , Itisthelaſt time, and 
all theſe ſeverallexhorfations you have already heard to ariſe out of 
it, ſerye bur unto chis fitth and laſt particular, which is to exhort us 
toſhake off ſecurity, ard 10 cxercile all diligence in the praftice cf 
thofe Chriſtian duties which from theſe confiderations. we-are cx- 
horred unto in Scriptures 

In generall, f om theſe conſiderations of the laſt times, of the 
troubleſomneſſe of them , the increaſe of* falſe teachers; and the 
neercapproaching of Chrifts comming arereſtirred up to watch- 
fulnefſe, Mar 24. 42 43-like the good manot the houſe, that knows 
not what houre the thiefe will come, and therefore ſill watcheth, 
likethegood ſervant thathath his lamp till burning, and his loyns- 
alwayes 9irt, expeiing the return of his Maſter, Lake 12,35, 36. 
' and Chritt ſayth, what] ſayto you (meaning his Diſciples) 7 ſay ro 
all watch, Mar. 13: which the ſhorieſle of the time, and the ſo- 
dainnefle of his commibg, which ſhall be 5s a-thiefe inthe niche, 
the uncertainty of the particular time of it tous , we know not 
what houre nt ſhall be, the reward of the watchfull and puniſhment: 
of the unprepared are mace argurents:o freſſevs unto, thatſowe 
be not ſurprized by it, and ſo ſodaindeltruQtion come, not unawares 
UPON US, | 

In the exerciſe of which duty of watchfulneſle, we are 

To take heed and beware cf the fins ofthelaſt times; tor inthens 

ſhall iviquity; abound. See. how the men of the Jaſt 'times are 
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__ te-- 


Mar.24 42.43. 


Luke 12.35,36» 
Mark 13.ult, ; 


ks. At > each 


M at 24-8,39, 


I u"C21.34- 


*?2 Per.3-4+ 


I Thz's 6. 
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What duties ure to beminatd inthe laſt times: 


| deſcribed, 2 Tr. 3-2. to be ſelfe-lovers, covetoue, boaſters, proud, 


woholy &c. to havemdeed aforme of godlmeſſe ,bnt denying the power 
thereof, but Chrift rels us more particularly-w hat ſhall be the ns 
of the laſt times, and.in what a condition he ſhallfinde the world at 
his comming, Thar irſhall be as in the dayes of Noah , wherein they 
were ca'ing, drinkmg marry:' ; and grving in marriage, Mat. 24s 
28.29. all which did argue the ſecurity cf chat people, thatthey be- 
I:eved not Noah's preaching , concerning the judgement of God 
comming en them, and therefore were {wept away by it : T hele 
things are lawfull, eating , drinking, marrying , and: giving 
in marriage, they are the Ordinances of God for preſeryation of 
life,of mankind and of humane ſociety, and thereforetheuſe of theſe 
thingg when lawfully uſed,cannor betorbidden; bur as 1tis brovghit 
ro note their ſecmtiry ſo theirabuſe in theſe 15 fort jven, for this place 
anſwers that of our Saviour, Luke 21-34: Thesr eating was to ſur- 
ferting, their drinking to drunkenneſſe, thetr marrying ard giving in 
FAYE, altogether for worldly ends, and<Herefore are we warned 
totake heed oftheſe, of furferting drunkenneſſe, and the cares ofthis 
hfe; which ſhall berhe fins of thelaft times, and how is our age 
over-whelmed in theſe fins? when did they abound as now ? 
whereby we may ſeeit is the laſt times. And whence comes it 
that menareſo given to theſe fins, but becauſe they pur far from 
them this day,which ſhall be indeed an evilldayto them,mens eat- 
ingand drinking with the drunken, andto drunkennefle is becauſe 
they ſay their Maſter delayes his comming, and their walking thus 
according to theirown luſts is, becoute they ſay, Where # the pro- 
miſe of his con;ming ? 2 Pet. 3+ 4 Thisis the reaſon theſe fins thus 
abound amongſt us, which wee have cauſe to be warned to take 
heed of, . thar our hearts be not overcome with them , and ſo be 
indiſpeſed to ſpiritual watchfulneſle , andthar day come on us as 2 
ſnare, as unawares; let us not{leep asdoe others, bur let 5 that are 
of the light aud day, watth and be ſober 
In this watci-tulneffe are wecalledtoa generallproQice of holt- 
reſle in all the parrs and duties of it, continually and in the whole 
courſe of our converſation. Thus the Apolile Peter teachech us to 
reaſon, 2 Pet. 3. That ſeemg wee look far ſuch things, what manner 
of per ſons eught we tobe in all aanner of godlineſſe in our cenver ſati- 


on, ard ſtudy to be found without ſpot and blemi[h before him, and in 
love, and m. looking far this bleſſed hope avid glorious appearance of 
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What duties-are tobe minded in the laſt times, 
the great God, and our Savicnr Jeſms Ghriſt) ars'weranghr;, by the 
gr ace of God', to deny all ungodlineſſe and worlely luſts | and ts live 
godlily, righteouſly, and ſeberlyinthis evillworld'\ Thus ſhould we 
endevour 1n 2ll chings ro exerciſe a conſcience voyd of offetice, both 
towards God andtowards men; this ulefhould we make cf theſe 
Conliderations , herein , exercifing+erge;:Chriftian'Warchfulneſle; 
and bleſſed us that ſervant ,wkonwhen bus meſhes oooinerts; be (pitt 
finde ſo doing. 11 Ooo47h Yo Sagomina 95) ) 43110110) p 5 01024 

More eſpecially ler is reſpc@rbefe two thines, wiz, A'continuall 
cx2rciſe of Faithand Prayer. : 3 23-447 ! 

Of Faith, what is the property.of: onethar watcheth but to keep 
his garments about hun,. to Mavehvs toyns:gire, Revel. 16. 15. Bleſ- 
ſed is he that watcheth, ana keepeth his. garments, ue was a watch- 
word for us inthele times, he that is found naked, it ſeems ſhall net 


have time then allowed to' ſecke garments and pur ther on, but. 


ſhall have the ſhame of his nakednefſſe diſcovered roall perſons, he 
ſhall walke naked and men ſee his ſhame. Righteouſhefle in Scrip- 
ture is compared to a garivent, ſois our own righteoulncſe, yertoa 
ragged one never able tocoyer us in the nakedneſſe of our fins, yea, 
tofilthy rags, and he that hath no other garment on him then this, 
no other righteouſnefſe then his own, ſhall be found notwithRand- 
ing it, as nakedas Adam was : but Chrifts righteouſnefle isa long 
Garinent, ſufficient rocoyer the whole man, tocloath us, as we ſay, 
from top totoe, it is clean whitelinnen, able to make us acceptable, 
and preſent.us without ſpot and blewiſh in the preſence of God, 
ket us put chis garment on and gird it about us, which is no other- 
wiſe put on then by faith, whereby we receive Chriſt and remiſſion 
of ſins, AEt.26.18. avd are righteous byfaith in his name. Les this 
then be the defire of your fouls,as it was of Pays , that in the day 
ofChriit in his appearance, we may be found, not having on us onr 
Own righteouſ? nefſe that of the Law, but that which is of faith is Je- 
ſus Chrift, therighteouſreſſe of God through faith, Phil,3.9. Let us 
therefore that are of the day be ſobcr , putting on ns the breſfiplateof 
faith, 1 Theſ. 5.6. 

Ofprayerlikewiſe that is j»yned with watchfulneſſs, Mar.13. 
33- Watch and pray Mar.14.38. Watch aud pray that you enter nt 
into temptation never (uch (trong temptations as inthe laſt times, 


”_ theadoth the Devill moſt of all Jabour ro draw us fiom Chrift, 


F | * what, 


33 


Luke12-39. 


Reyel.16,15- 


" Whotilvtics ore th hominded in the lafbtimes, 


what; bythe violence ofwicked mn what; by the deceitsef falſe 


teachers.?. Levius rherefare as Kecate tagbrtiby..Chrifk; 1ahvayes, 
pray, Lead us n0t-ivtotemptation;bun deltier ms from ds 2 
alwayespray that che Lord would keepe us fromthe (trong deceirs 
and temptations of the laſt times, that we may- be' firengthened to 
witneſſe che truth. againſt-alhoppoſition,, and eftabliſhet in» the 
| knowledge of che trath.,, that webe.gouled: afdevifomir , By the 
policie and ſubrilty of the multitude of falſe teachers, and+{tilj 
pray that we may be-accaunted: worthy ro ofcape all _ 
theſe things thatſhall come topaſie, and bein- 
abled in that day: wich boldneſſets 
\. . Pandbbefore the Sonof mr, 
22 } IN Luke 23436; , 
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1 Joun 2.18. 

Little children, it « the laſt time, and as you have heard 
that Antichrift ſhall come , even now are there many 
Antichriſts, whereby we know that it is the laſt time. 


> Romthe propoſition of the Apofilein theſe words, Ir « 
the laſt times, Icome to that which is brought for con- 
firmation thereof in theſe that follow, And as you have 
| Wo beardthat Antichriſt (hall come,cven now are there many 

Artichriſts, whereby we kyow that it 35 the laſt time. Whereby it 
appears; that though theſe many exhortacions might well be given 
fromtheſe words, [: zs thelaft time, which you heard in the for= 
mer Sermon , yet that the principal intent of the Apoſtle herein is 
ro warneth elitile clldrew (to whom he writes): to beware of Anu- 
t:chrsft, who ſhould came, and of the many Antichriſts that were 
already come, of whom thelittle children were in moſt danger of 
- being-led away aud ſeduced by them. 

Out of theſe wores thus much hath been evinced already, viz. 
that m the [aſt times, as wellas the great Antich1iſt, ſomany Anti- 
chrifis ſhould ariſe, thar of theſe latterthereſhould be in alltimes, 
buteſpecially in greateſt abundance, afterihe reyelation of Anti- 
chriftinthe latter part of the /«ft rimzes , from which conſideration 
our times wereeyinced to be thelatter times, and ourſelyes warned 


that we be notoffended nordeccived by them. That then which 
: EF 2 + 
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Who are Antichriſts, 
i5the principallintent of the Holy Ghoſt in the Text, to. diſcover 
fille teachers29/ys, and'rS Waroe uo). clpecjallyrhelivele Bhildrem, 
tobewareo frhem, Lgow comic ingheſc la trerworcs. morggs rely 
ola ES. Re I OOST 

Youſcethat in theſe words rhe Apoſtle peaks of Antichriſt, and 
of many Antichriſts, Antichritt as of one, inthe fingular number, 
Antichriſt as of mapyinthe plural; Of Nag oe the Apo- 
file layth, even now there are many: but for the eminent perſon in 
wick«<daefle called , 3 Aggiyprros , the Antichrift , the Apoſtle 
ſayth, you have heard he ſhall come, yerlayth not of himYhat he was 
come, but rather implies,that as yet he wagnotcome intothe world; 
For the Apoſtle Pas/ſpeaking of this Antichriſt, whom-he calsthe 
man of ſin, the ſox of perdition, tels us that in his time he was nor 
come, but yas tobe reyealedin hisown time appointedthereunto, 
which wasnot till he. that did let (the! Roman Empire) ſhould be 
taken out of the way, onely chat that myRtery of iniquity, ſo.oppo- 
fite tothe myſtery of godlinefle,.was then 1 his time working; 
2T heſ. 2.6,7.8. lo the Apoſtle John here ſpeaking of the ſame 
thing, ſayth.notof Antichriſt tharhe was come, but there werema- 
ny Antichrifts, and-in them was that myſtery of iniquity (which 
Paul fayth wrought in his time) working, in theſe did the ſpirit of 
Antichriſt begin toſhew it ſelfe;, and asthe Lord ſent many Pro- 
phets before hand to foretell and make way for the commingof 
Chriſt, that great propher that ſhould come, ſo hath Antichrift, 
that great falſe Propher and'deceiyer;, theſe many. Antichriſtsand 
Ceceiyers that were of the ſameſpirit, tobe his fore-runners; begin- 
ning betime, even in the cime of the Apoſtles, to make way forhis 
comming. | | 

This word Antichriſt, ſignifies one againſt, or contrary unto 
Chrift,the Apofile P aulcals him errixsipsr@-, one that oppoſeth . 
and ſcttech himſelfe agaiyſt Jeſus Chritt, Chriſt is anointed, anom- 
ted with the onle of gl adneſſe above hu fellows, Heb. 1.'9« anointed 
with the ſpirit of Ged;Luke 4418. anointed with the Holy Ghoſt and 
wil. p wer, AQt. 10-38; which ointmentof his (by him received) 
not 1n meaſure but in all tulneſſe , like the oyntment poured on the 
htadof Aaron, ran down upon the shirts of his garment, ſo of the ful- 
nefſe that is-in him doe all his members receivegrace for grace, and 
areanointed with the ſame ſpirit, though not in thatmeaſure, and 
this ſpirit of theirs, whereby they are. anointediscalledthe.ſpirit of 
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' -know nothingin the ſignification of the word itſelf thar can hinder 


as Chriſt; the 5:ygio)@,, who was anointed with this fulneſſe cf 
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4 erach, whereby Chriſt hath prowiſed topuideand lead his;whoare wywua Tis 


; truth, burof errour and deceit ; a [pirit, yet not of Ged, biit of the 


' *chrift, and is contrary to the ſpiritof truttthat is in Chriſt and his 
+ ſervants. And ſothis name Antichriſt, though in a larger ſence, 


"> theſe falſe Chriſts that our Saviour ſpeaks of , thar came in the 


ro harme, (o the many talle Prophets and teachers, in whom is the 
ſame ſpiriroferrour, though not in that meaſure as in the-great« 


| falſe Prophets in the world, which ſhews that many Antichriſts, 
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What ave Antichriftls. "RY 


anointed with it, ivto the way of truth, the erith ofche Goſpel,” but 2an%ung. 
Antichriſt, who is as appears by his name, ſoconcrary, ſo oppoſite 
to Chriſt, hath anotherunCtion contrary tothis of Chriſts, another 


ir ; : . A Aygouk TH 
con:rary ſpirit whetewith he is anointed, a ſpirit, yer not of the "— 


AARVHS* 


world ; and fo thele feyerall unRtions or ſpirits oppoſed cach to 
other, 1 John 4+ 3,6: where the ſpirit oferrour is the ſpirit of Anti- 


ir may be given to all the enemies and oppolers of Chriſt, theteven 
ryrants, that perſecurethe way of the Goſpel way be ſo called, and 1 


ir, yet inthe uſeof the word it isappropriared to theſe Livdoypiror; 


name of Chriſt :* Yer haying in them the ſpirit, not of truth but of 
crrour', doe teach another Goſpel, DeErine contraty-ro that of 
Chriſt and his Apoſlles, in the principall doftrines of truth, ſothat 


the Spiritof'truch, is called alſo the 3'gexpums., the Prophet thar 
ſhould come intothe world; fo the 6 arrrxpic | his oppoſite . that 
hath in him (as I'may ſay) the fulneflect the eyill ſpirit , is called 
alſo the 6 awed empogurns ; the falſe Prophet that Sould come, * - 
Rev.19.20. Yetas the Prophets and Apofiles of the Lord; that: Revel.19 209 *3 
have theſame undion of the Spirit of 'truth, though nor in thar _—_— 
meaſure; 'may becalled max: ypiolers as they are, Pſal; log; 15,  Plaltos-afs * 
rouch not mine anointed, my Mefluaſes, my Chrilts: 'So-the 70 ren» 

der that, WIWD2 amolaimy yaolor pt which is ſpoken of the: 

Prophets, as the larter part oftheverſe explainsit, doe 7 Prophet s 


falle Prophet, are here in thetext called , rowts ayrixpoles, many 
Antichrifts, they-are the ſame with theſe, «{4y#b41#4a9oz3ae: ; thoſe 
falſe teachers which Petey ſpeaks of, 2 Per. 2.1. and ſomany Anti-- 
chrifis intheText is expounded. by this ſame Apoſtle to be nods: 
Swlhowpogirar, many falſe Prophets, 1 Job, 4. 1: that which 1s 
here, even now «re there many Antichriſt, if there, here are many 


and many falſe Prophets or falſe teachers to be allonc,and 2 Joh-7. - 
wed | _ Hec 


_ 


hecalls.chen! wor's ad rot , I any deceivers that had ju thew the 
ſeurit of errour; and Aid not abide #n the deftrine of Chrift , but did | 
teach cantr arythereunts. | / 
Of the great Antichriſt who was not then came, I ſhall not now 
ſpeake , but of the many Antichrilts that were then come , whom 
we have already found out to be many falſe teachers, many falſe 
prophets, and to becalled Antichriſts, for having in them the ſpi- 
ritof Antichriſt, a ſpurit contrary to that of Chriſt and his Apoſlles; 
for teachingdcarine allo contrary to that of Chrift & his Apoſiles: | 
Ani becauk, 2ifo chey. were but ſo-many fore-runners , that made 
way for the commingof the great Antichriſt , and thoſe in whom 
that myRery of iniquity did worke in the ApoRilesdayes, fo thar 
this nawe of the many Antichrilts, is notto be glvento thoſe Chri. 
flians that are weake in thefaith, thatholding rothe head Chriſt, | 
doe holdfaft to thePÞrinciples of ſound Dodtrine and true Religion, 
and fundamentall things of the Goſpel, and yet through weaknefle 
in underſtarding , way erre fiom the truth in ſome other things 2 
Theſe are notto be reckoned in chis number of the many Anti- 
chtiſts, but choſethar having this ſpirit oferrour in them , ſeeke to 
ſubvert the foundation of Religion, teaching ſich daQrines ,-as by 
the conſequence of them deny Chriſt comme in thefleſh, andſo over- © 
> Jthow” the foundation of all Religion, as the Apoſtle ſheweth, - 
v##-23. Theſe then areto bereckonedehe many Antichriſts , and 
concerning theſe, I being now to ſpeake, Thave diyers things to 
propoleunto you, which areneceſſary to beobſerved. | 
. Tatharche Apoſtleſaich , eyen nowate there many Antichrifts |* 
1 Dot. Wemayoblcrve, That ezen in the Apoſtles times there were many 
 Amichriſts, there were many falſe apoſtles , many falſe teachers , who 
taught acttrng contrary tothat taught by thetrue Apoſtles of Chriſt, 
ic 15 notamiffe for us ro obſerve this concerning theletimes of the 
Apoſtles , that wee may not think it. ftrange to tre it ſonow inour | 
2 John 7 owntires. This Apo{lletels us in his ſecond Epiſile, yerſe 9. that 
Bis. there were chen many deceivers comeintothe World; who did not | 
LF. | 1John 4.133 confeileChrift come in the fleſh. So in this Epiſtle, Chap.q.ver.1. 
+ __ Thar many falleprophets were thencowe into.cthe World, and that |: 
inthele the ſpiric of Antichrift oppoſing the true detrine of Chriſt |; 
did ſhew it telf, yerſe 3. that, thar ſpitit was then inthe World, ſo 
alfo the Apolile Jude, that n bis time certain men Napwoldveer, 
hadeamen lecretly , as weeſay by the bye , asthe manner of falſe 
teach- 


Sh T hat many Amichrifts ave in the World. | 
he | teachers 9.whoſe hereſfiewas like unto thoſe that Jolwhere ſpeaks 


Ty 


id of, verſe 22.that they denyed the onely Lord God endow Lord Jeſus * 


Chrift, which plainly ſhews , thar there were in tlieſe tinics niany 


w Antichrifls mr whom the ſpiritof Antichrift d1d then ſhew it felf 2 
m  andif wedefirea moreparticular hiſterica knowledge hercof, we 
le ' needniotrutits other Hiſtories, the Scriptures beir gableſrfficierr- 


l- Jy rofurniſt rs thcrewichall. Conſult the -Hifſtery of the: Afts of 
S; . the Apoſtles, ortheir Epililes, wee ſhall finde encugh of chis jn 
S? . Atts15, We findefometo have crept intothe Church at £#tch, 
de . who taught aneceflity of Cirenrmifier, and kety-ng the Law of 


m ' Moſes wnto ſalvation, verſe r by which there aroſe no Imall con- 
at troverſie in thar Church to the diflurbarce' of the peace thereof, 
le *' yerſe2, andby which theſouls of many in that Church weretron- 


t, | bled arid perplited, verſe 24. The ſamedothallothe Apoſtle fore. 
n, warn the Church of Epheſis of ; Att5 20. 30. thar even among 
fle . themſelyeswonld men ariſe ſpeaking pereerſe things ( calling their” 
: herefies and falſe deAttines fo) ard ſtould dr aw mary of the Diſciples 
f- after thews', wheteby they ſhould'makea rent 1n their Church by 
to there ſeparating from theit'ſociery, And how few of the Churches: 
ſhall we finde free of ſich, if wee conſult with the Epiſtles of the 
r- ! Apofiles:Inthe Church of Cor;nth were ſeme that cerned the re- 
h,  ſurreltion, which once denyed! Chriſts death i overthrown, our faith 
nd a mater be vain; and weio bs as yet in our firs, T'Cor.15.12,13,14,. 
to | v5. attiong themallo were ſach whom the HpoRles calls falſepro- 
 phof; decentfullworkmes, who at Satan thor father, that they myht' 
is | deceive thebetter, were transformed as if theywere the ApiſtHes of 
my Chyiſt;2Cor-$1.t4.fuch alſo cameamons theChurches of Ga/arza, 
ho ,. who ſtemed to bring iwanother Goſpel preachmg the Goſpelof Chriſt, 
f, ard troubling the mindeof Chiiſtians, t Gal:7. Who'tanght righte- 
he - oufneſſeibythelaw, whereby Chrifts death is made to beſhat Vane, 
ur } Gal2:ult, Ardtanght them afalling away from gyaced by teaching. 
at _ ſuch anecefſity as they did of works and circumcifien  Gal.5.4,5, An 
ot _ mong the Philippians allo wereſuch', thoſe of the Conciſien , whom 
I.  fortheirevillpratices, the'Apoſiles calls Dogs, evill workers, & c. - 
at | Phil-3:23 $0 doththe Avolit are Timothy of flich , who made 


iſt } ſhipmrack: of the fairh and held blaſphemons opinions,1 Titn.1.19,20. 1 Tim.1.19g207 S. 


ſo © offuch whotanghttheRtfurre&iontobe already paſt, whereby* 
z, _ the fathofimanywas oyetthrown, and whoſedoQtrincs,, for the: 
Iſc - deſtroying nature of them are-compared to aGangrene, 2Tim. 2. 
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£ That many Antichriſts are in the world; 
17,13. Titty alſo is informed of ſuch, whoſe filſe JofArines did) 
ſubvert whole houſes, and whoſe mouthes ought therefore: ro be 
Nopped, r Tie. 11, ſo the doArines of the Nicol ait ans, of Bal aam, 
and of Jezabel, whereby people were caught ro corminit fotnicari. 
on, and eat things ſacrificed to Tdols , taught, and profeſſed in the 
Churches of Epheſus, of Perg amm,and of Thyatira,Rev.2.6,14,20, 
doe altogether cleere' this , that even in the Apoſtles tmes,, there 
wcre many falſe prophets, falſereachers , who are here inthe Text 
called rhe naany Antichriſts, many in whom the ſpirit of Antichriſt 
did worke,, and that as they had been warned by Chriſt of many 
 falle chriſts that-ſhould ariſe co the decerving of n:any, ſotheylived - 
roſce thetruth thereof in ſome meaſure, fulfilicd upon them ia their 
OWN tines, 4a." 2 | 
Of all-which, lexus make rhis application, .thar if -it were thus 
inthe Apoliles times, it isnor to be wandred at as a ſtrange thing 
if we ſee it much more ſo intheſetimes ef ours, in this latterpart of 
the laſt time , which tor the comming and abounding ot- falſe 
teachers, arceſpecially marked our in Scripture(as you have heard), 
Here may wereaſcn as .4ſeſe 5 did with /ſraed, that if they rebelled- 
whiles he was living amengſt them, much more would they when 
he was departed andgone fromrthem 2 ſee if while the : Apofiles 
were living, by whole miniltry the Churches werefirſtgatheredand 
conlinured, who were men intallibly inſpired and enſured of the 
Dc@rineraught bythem., who were eye witneſſes of the things 
they delivered , *and were able by miracles to, canfirmme there Do-<- 
Qrine , ard to ſtop rhe mouthes of gain-ſayers ; -if ſo ſconeafree 
Chriſt, and jnthetime of cheſermaen, the Devill dares;avd hath thus 
rhe impudencieto ſhew hirv(elie in theſe falſe reachers, to hinder 
the fetling ofthe Churches,much more in ourtimes, fo remote fram: 
re time of Chriſt and. his Apoſites, and wherein the ereat-Anti» 
chtift hath been revealed , where are none'lo able xo convipce 
e1in{ayers as the ApoRiies were, and very few that with hole abi- 
liies they have, wrll ſet themſelves ro contend for the faith , much 
more, I fay, willthe Dzvill nrhefe times of ours, by the multitude 
of falſe teachers, exdevour ro obfiiutand hinder the reformacion. 
and peace ofthe Churches. Thes in the beginningofaur blefſed re<" 
focmation, inthe days of Lacher did the Devil thuslabourro hinder 
thatbleſied worke. ' If therefore in theſe times-of ours alſo, we 
heaic ol the increale of many Antichrifts amovgftus , many fallc 
_ RD teachers, 
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That many Antichriſts are inthe World. 


reachers, in whom theſpirit of Antichriſt works, oppoſing ee true 


DoArine of Chriſt, and of his Apoſtles, if we heare of ſuch who 
queſtion the authority of the Scripture, and roake it ro be, of 1:5 
more authority then humane Writin%s are. who deny the Inmmcor- 
tality of the ſoule, the {atisfaion ot Gods Juſtice by Chriſt, and 


. make ll chathe did to be onely for manife{tation 0 Gods love, an« 


forthecleerivg of our conſciences that deny Chriſt tobe the Son of 
God, and make him tobebut a mcere man, theſe and ſuch like ho: - 
rid blaſphemics have too many for their pacrons, in theſe times of 
ours, but remembring what hath been ſpoken before , that it was 
forecold usin Scripture, that ſuch ſhould be the contition of the 
laſt rimes, and that thus alſo ir was (as you have heard) in the 
times of theApoſtles,though we havecauſe thisday to be * humbled 
before God, forthe diſhonour done to his name in thele things, 
and that men to the hurtof their own ſouls, are not abl:roendire 


- founddoQrine, but turn afide in ſich multitudes as they doe from 


chefaith, andhaving itching eares accordivg to their own luſts, 
coe licapup ſuch teachers ro themſeyes : Yet are we notro won- 
der at it, asif ſome firange thing had befalne us, when the Devill 
doth nomorethen what he bath donein former times by thele, to 
hinder the ſetling and peace of the Churches. 

Bur with reſpect untothele, whar isto be done by the Miniſters 
and people of God; for which obſerve whar follows. 

. Ir is theduty of Miniſters of the Gofpel, and of all the people of 
Gol tooppole talle teachers, and earneſtly rocontend againſt them 
for the truth of the Goſpel. This isthe duty of all , bur eſpecially of 
theMinifters of the Goſpel, co whom God hath in ſpecia!llman- 
ner committed the word of reconciliation, and made watchmen to 
his people totake care of his flock, and to preferye his vineyard, 
and that as wellas from the ravening wolves, who willnor ſparethe 
flock, ſoalſo from thelittle foxes, who by falle do&trines and here. 
fies, bytheir ſubtilry, ſecke covertly to undermine and deſtroy the 
fame. To ftirus all upto this 1s the intent of the Apcfile Jade, in 
in hisEpiſtle, exhorting us, ver.3. to ſtrive carnefily for the faith 
once given to the Saints , becauſe there were ſuch men crept inun- 
awares, that turned the grace of God mto wantonneſſe , and deny the 


onely Lord God, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, againit theſe are we ro 


firiye, and for the faith to ſtrive carnefily , as Souldiers or Wreft- 
lers that will norloſe what they firiye for, nor be oyercome by 
| G thoſe 


* Note that 
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| That Miniſters an Profeſſoars 
thoſe they ſtrive againſt, faith is here put for the doArineof faith 
delivered in the Goſpel , which thoſe who'are falſe teachers, by 
teaching contrary deRrrines , labour to rob us of , This hath been 
oncegiven co the Saints , 2s a precious Jewell committed to the 
Saints, and which all are charged to ſee that they keepe, and ſuffer 
not ſhipwrack of it; a Jewell worth thecontenGing for, and that to 
the loſe of all: And the wholelifeof a Chrifiian , being a fpirituall 
warfare, every Chriſtianasa good Souldier of Jeſus Chriſt, oughe 
for this moſt earnefily to contend againſt falſe teachers, who are 
enemies thereunto, andſeeke to deprive our ſouls of the enjoyment 
of it. Andto ſtir all Chrifttans up unto this, ſeems to be the intent 
of t1e Apolile John, in this warning given concerning them jnthis 
place, yet is this rheduty, eſpecially of thole who are Minifters of 
the Goſpel, for this is the good warfare Payl ftirs T mmothy up unto, 
1 751.1.18. as appears by his mentioning of thoſe deceivers that 
made ſhipwrackof the faith , againſt whom he chargeth him to 
hold faſt the faith in the immediate following verſes. This is alſo 
that Food fight of faith, which Pax bid Timothy as a Minifter of 
the Goſpel to fight, Ch-p.612. as appears bythe good confeſſion 
P zxl intimates to have been made by him betore many witneſſes, 
and the charge given him, ver. 14. to keepe the commandements 
{meaning the deetrine of the Golpe)) without ſpor, unrebukeablc, 
until}the appearing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, this is alſo the good 
thing commirted to him, which by ſuch a firiving and contending 
a5 this, he is commanded to keepe, ver. 20. according to that of | 
the Apoſtle, Pbi/.1. 27,28. requiring all ro fland faſt ene ſpirir, 
Rriving or wreſtlirg together for the faith of the Goſpel, in wothing 
afra'd of tl eeremiesof tt. TorhiSalfo is T irme exhonted, T ir. 1. 13, 
tOreprove them [harp 3 that they may be ſound in the fab, 2ndto flop 
the monthes of thote, by whote tajiedoQtrines whole houſes were 
lubverted. This Pan{confirms by his ownexample, by the Ciſpure 
he and Barnabas together had agaialt the falic reachers who came 
downto Arrech, 275 15.2. his dealing hkewile with thote who 
troudled the Churches of Galatzs , ro whom (25 a yalianr fouldicr 
rclotyed ne te givea feotof ground) he gives netplace, no not an 
hoore, that the cruth of the Golpel might remain with the Galarti- 
ans, 2 Gad. 5. This of his frequentmentioning them in bus Ep: files, 
a$in thisofthe Galznars, cating them deccentull workmen , and . 
dicovering their decens i his feepnd Epitite to the Cormthians, | 

Chap.1o. 
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' ought to oppoſe the falſe reachers, 
Chap.to. calling them dogs, in his Epiſtleto the Philipians, poin- 
ting them ovt by name, that all may be warnedro beware of them, 
and oppoſe them as he doth Himeneas,' Altxarder, and Phil: tus, 
in his Epiftleto 7 ##orhy together with thecenſures of che Church- 
es, and the Angels, the Miniſters of chem, in the Revelation , for 
ſuffering ſuch among them , astavohtti e hcrefe of the Nicolai- 
tans, the doArines of Balaam,and of Jezatel, we all ſhew this that 
it 15 the duty of all, eſvecially of the Miniticrs of the Gofpel , to 
oppoſe taiſc teachers, that bring Du&ries contra ry to rhe Goſpel, 
and thus ought they ro do, T hat lo the truth of the doQrine of the 
dottrine of the Goſpel, by God comm:i- ted to bis people, elpecia lly 
to tie Miniſtersof the word, way be preſerved in the purity of it. 
The greateſt privilecge ofthe Jews was, thatto them the Oracles 
of God were commuted , kut to lorke to it, was the eſpecial) 
charge of the Pricfis an Levites, whoſe /*ps ſhould preſerve know- 
{:age,andat whoſe mouth the Law wasto be ſought, and their 
c:re wasno leffe forthe preſervation of it, keeping it from being 
lot{ inthe time cftheit caprivicy, from being deſtroyed in the per- 
ſecution raifed againſt him by Antichriſt, and allo from the policy 
and deceitsof nen, that che Scriprures might not be corrupted by 
them : Thusalſo hithGoid commirted the precionsdoftrine of the 
Goſpclto hispeople calledthereforethe faith once given ro Saints, 
givento them wepadedgios deliveredor commirred to them ; and 
that but once deliyered , when 31! the Apoſiles with one mouth 
fully aud perfectly delivered to the Church of the Saints rhelame 
ruth according to the Scriptures ofthe Prophets, for the obteining 
of alyationthrough Jeſus Chriſt, asan unchavgeablerule to be kept 
by them, without alteration, by either addition er diminution to 
the comming ofche Lord, thus was it given and to this end conm- 
mitced, thatthereforethis is made the Apoſtles a1vu nent here, wity 
fuch a continuall warre ſhould be maintained by chem agaiilt the 
enemies hereof, chat lo the faith thus once commurres) roti-em may 
be preſerved by chem + But thus z8 ir more eſpecially. commutred co 
the Min-fters of the Word, that they alſo ſhould have the more 
eſpeciallcrre ro thepreſiryationot it, God,fayth Paul, 2Cor 5.19. 
bath commnietto mth e wordofreconciliation, he hath commuitcd 
it to them) as well 15 for the teaching ot others, tu for che preſervati= 


bn of it in the purity of it,againſtchole whoaretie oppolers therot, 


thus hath Tmnuby the word to this en commuted to him, 
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That Miniſters and Profeſſours 
1 7,9.1.18, andthisallo is P awls argument whereby he prefſeth 
himto that care andd:ligence , yea firiving and contending for 
the preſervation of it, 2 7 9.2.14, charging him to hold faſt the 

atcern of found words, which he had heard of him, throygh faith 
and love which i in Jeſus Chriſt, andto lo'd faſt the yood things 
committed to him. Thiswas Pauls end in his firiving fo with the 
falle Teachers at Galatia, That thetruth of the Goſpel mpht ye- 
main with them in the purity and ſimplicity of #t, Gal. 2.5. This 
word of truth is the immortall ſeed of the new birth , whereby 
God doth beget his people again to himſelfe , by which the Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel doe allo become ſpirituall fathers (as Paw) bes 
vetting men by the Goſpel : this alſo is the ſecd, js alfo the food, 
the bread, wine and milke, whereby the new-born babes, yeaand 
Hrong Chriſtians alſo, are nonriſhed , and therefore itis the policy 
of the Devill; by falſe rezchers, what in him lies , to mix this ſecd 
whereby they are begotten , with- the mixture of falſe deQrines 
and opinions, whereby it may abate of the cfhcacie thereof , and 
not be ſo effeRtuallunto regeneration, yea he labours to corrupt and 
poyſon'this food, that ſo the chileten may be poyloned and deſtroyed 
in cating thereof ; hence the care of the Minifters of the Goſpel is, 
as for themſelves, being ſtewards in the family of God, to feed the 
children with « #6aay yaa , the ſincere mike of the Word of God, 
not to be xemiagorres, (a5 huckſters that mix their wine with 
water) ſuch as ſhall corrupt or deceirfully handle the Word of God, 
but asin ſincerity, ſo for this is their mainquarrell withfalſe teach 
ers, that ſo they may preſerve the Word in the purity of it, and may 
fill walke witha right foot to the Gelpel, therefore, and on this 
gronnd is Timothy lo admoniſhed to avoid the yain bablings of 
ecrrupt men, and oppoſition of ſcience, falfly ſo called,-the yain 
ranglinesand difpures of Sophiſters, whoſe brawling contentions 
arenot worthy the name of Philoſophy. or Science ,-that ſo hee 
might(as wealloughtto endeavour to doe) keepe that that was 
committed to him, 1. Tim..6. 2D, ſurely God will require jt at the 
hands of al, to keeyethar whichte hath committed to their truſt 


' with charveto ſecte the keeping of it.. And this will God call all 


to acconmntfer,who have ever recetved his word , and-had: it thus 
committed-ro them..And happy ſhall be the condition of he or they, 
when God ſho} call chemro account (when as Paxl , they fhall 
kayc fimſhedtheircourſe) can fay. as he,that they haveforght a gocd 
4 ; | fight 5 
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 oneht t00ppoſe the falſeteachers. 


' febr, againſt the encmmies ofthe truth, and that they have kerr the 
- faith, that was commirted unto them 2 forthem , asfor him, zs 
» laid up aCrown of rightcouſneſſe, which the Lord, as a rightcors 

- Fudge in that day ſhall grve to them, and toall thoſe who love his 


appearance 2 Tim. 4-7,8. 
This alſo oughe they to do in reſp*& of the Church of God, and 


the ſouls of thepeop!e of God ; the good of theſeought all in their 


' feverallplaces, but eſpecially the Miniſters of the Word , to ende- 


* vour to Preſerve and promote; there bcins {pirituall watchmen,that 


watch oyer and areto Ciye account for the fouls of people, Heb.13. 
17. they are ſpiritual husbandmen to whom the Lord hath com- 
n::tted the care of dreſſing and preſerving his Vineyard; and are 
Forricuall, Stewards in his fawily or houſe the Church, to giveto all 


"* the children in it, their tood in due ſeaſon ; how cught all to ende- 


vour the good of theſe, topray for and endevour the peaceof ferue 
ſalz»2, the Church, and to watch over the fouls of one another + bur 


- the Miniſters of the word eſpecially , ro whom by reaſcn ct their 
- cfhce this charge is eſpecially commitrec2 and as they or any others 


will diſcharge this their duty;fo ought they to contend for the truth, 


- and to oppoſe falſe teachers, then whom , none Co greater hurt and 
© evillto the Church of (God , .and fouls of Gods people 2 This is the 
-- principall means whereby the Devill ſecks ro deſtroy the Church of 
_- God; whereby Tyrants and their open force :nd cruelty hee can= 


not preyau: againſt it : The many herefies ſpread abroad by theſe 
( who arc FaQtours of the evill to that end ) is that floud where- 
by the Dragon thought to have carried away the woman (che 
. Church) after ſhe hadeſcaped rhe cruelty of the ten Perſecutions, 
Revel.12.15. theſe by theirfalle doctrines diſtract, unſertle and trou= 
ble the Churches, fothey did the Churches of Galati4, Saint Pal 
wiſheth them to cut off that did trouble them , and to beare their 


- condemnation 2 They trouble jon, ſayththe Apoftle, wonld pervert 


ele Gofpel of Chrift , Gal.1 7. So were the fouls of the peopleof 


- God in Arntrech-troubled. by the words of falſe rexchers that came 
-; among thei, yea, their ſouls were unſetled bythem ; the work of 
* thoſe was to take them off from all their grounds of comfort , even 
- tounbortom them, and therefore one ſayd , dyarxawdrey ms las - 
Yoas , thatis, to ſhakeand'cauſe heayy ſouls co ſtagoer , asa houle 
Awvhen it 15 ſhaken ar the toundation, Atts 15.24. thele cauſe rents 
and diyifion$3R the Church, and; breakthar liyeer communion that 
; 'F 1s 
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That Minifters and Profeſſours 
is and ſheuld bein the Church of God; fo did theſe in Epheſus, that 
by their perverſe dettrine did draw D:ſciples after them, Atts 20.30, 
yea, the order and comfortable walking, that 1s, m Chriſtian fami. - 
lies is diſturbed by them, for they ſubvert whole houſes, yea, by he- 
refics hath greater prejudice come tothe Church of God then ever 
by the greateſt perſecutions 2 Repge continued a faithfull City and 
Spouſe of Chriſt, during allcheperſecutions of the Heathen Empe- 
rours ; but by che increaſing of thoſe is become an harlot, ard be- 
iog divorced trom Chriſt , is become the Synagogue of Satan ; and 
then rhe praQtices of falſe teachers , what can tend to be more per- 
nicious to the fouls of Gods people Þ for herches ( which theſe are 
Inſtruments to ſpread abroad ) are of a damning nature, and there- 
fore call:d abojs eavaias , dawn:ble hereſies, hereſies that bring 
damnation whereby firlt, damnation 15Ddrough>turon them 2 Pet. 2. 
I. they are ſuch as ſubvert the faith of people, 2 73.2.1. as poy- 
ſon to the body , ſois falſe doetrinerto the fouls of people; their 
words are comparedto a Canker, a Gangrene, andare ſaid to cat as 
a Gangrene, viz, a Gangrene is ſo called , a? 5 ypdirue , from 
the eating or devouring nature of it ; and the nature of it is ſich, 
that h2ying ſeized on any member , it is ill creeping from one part 
to another, never leaving till che man be deſtroyed by it; thus ir doth 
w1:hout very ſodain remedy ; and where it hath once ſeized , the 
beſt courle to be taken with ſuch. A member ischatof the Poer, 


Exſe reſcindendum eft, ne pars fincera trahatar. 


So how fitly doth the Apoſtle compare herefies , falfe deRrines to 
beto the ſoul as that tothe body ; of fuch a devouring nature, that 
unlefſe there be a ſpeedy and timely reniedy provided , may tend to 
the deſtroying ofthe whole man , cating out onepicceof Religion 
afrer another; till atlengeh the whoſe be raten ont by ir , bur which 
15 more, the Apoſiletels us, that they are the canſe of mach inmpee* 
en wach frfu'neſſe, end wickeanefſe m conver ſanon , verſe 16. Fot 
very teldom ſhall we fcc perſons infetted with this contagion, but - 
that wee may cafaly diſcern the life and poucrof godhinefſe ro be 
caſt off by then; but.which'is more yet , thele are the very ſnares 
of the Nevill, as a ſnare-that is ayd by hin ſecrecy ( veiled over 
with che prerences of piety) and yerthar as a ſnare will hold ro ſcre- 
ly, for the Deyill , choſethat being decceryed by the bayr are caught 
of 
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ourht to oppoſe the falſe teachers. 

er taken init : This is his ſnare, that when all other meansof de. 
Aroying the ſoul faild, he makes uſe of this ; thisis the ſnare of the 
Devill wherein the ſoul that is taken , is likea bird in a ſnareled a- 
bout captive at his will, 2 Tim.2.25,26, So that all thele things 
conſidered, if ſich bethe dang rthat is Iiketo cometothe Church 
and ſouls of people ty falſe tezchers ; and {uch be the cvill of he- 
rcfGes, that ittends ſo to the defiriGtion of the Church and fouls of 
people, ſurely all in their leverall places, that any whit render the 
peace of the Church, or the good of the ſo::ls of one another ; eſpe- 
cially the Miniſters of the word,ro whom the care of theſc is ſo com- 
mitted ; theſe Watchmen, Husbandmen, Stewards , in the family 
of God, ought they to looke rotheir ſheep, to keepe them from this 

contagion ; to take heeel to their Churches, ro keep them frem 
this lo dangerous an infeftion ; to admeniſh people to take 

heed ofthis ſnare of che Devill, and co contend for the faith of the 
Goſpel, ag+inft falle teachers, that by their herefies, falſe deQrines, 
and erronious opinions, would be thecaule of ſo much evill and 1- 
fturbancero the Churchesof Chriſt, and fouls of Gods people: Thus: 
forthisrealondorh the Apoſtle ſo preſſe on Timothy to contend for 

the faith, and'to withſtand thoſe, and toſhun ſuch'things asrtend to 

the ſubverſion of the hearers, 2 Tims. 2. T4. So allo the Elders of 


: Epheſus are heteupon exhorted to looke to the flock committed to: - 


them, and thatnotonely becauſe of the rayenous wolves that would 
not ſpare the flock, but alſo becauſe of thofe chat ſhould rife vp 
among themlelyes, and by-falle doErines, perverſe words, ſhould 
diſturb the peace of their Church, and draw multitudes after them, 
Att.20.30.Andrhus much alſo for this ſecond Reaſon. 

This ought they alfo to doe, with reſpeeven to falle teach- 
ers, and theſe that are deceived by then, that, ifpoffible, they may 
be converted, and from theirerrourscalled to the knowledge of the 
truth, and therefore in refiftingthem, we are {till ro reſpect thisas 
oneend of it. Thus the Apofile exhorting T#z# to reprove falſe- 
reachers ow ſets down this as an end of it, thatthey may be 
found in thefaith,7T zr2s 1.12. for this reaſon alſo is Timothy exhor- 
ted with meeknefle to inſtruR the gainſayers of the truth, if per- 
_adyenture God will at any time give them repentance unto the 
- knowledge ofthe truth , and fcrthe recovery of them out of that 
ſnare ofthe Deyill, wherein they are taken , rheſe otherwiſe might 
«ptcale themſelyes in their eyill yayes, and many deceived by them 
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That Miniſters ſhould preſerve 
might be apt to think themſelves in a better condition then former- 
ly, unleſſe they {ce the people-of God , and Minitters of the Gefpe], 
to oppoſe and ſet themſelves againfl them, to diſcoyer their e:rours 
to them, whereby being aſhamed and convinced, they way be re. 
coycredto the faith again. So that in theſe three reſpeRts , to pre- 
ſeryethe faith committed unto us, the peacealſo of the Churches, 
and foules of Gods people, recovery of thoſe that aretailen , ought 
we thus carneltly to contend for the faith, againſt thoſe that oppoſe 
the ſame, 

Hzre alſo let me note a third thing, not unfic to be taken notice 
of, yet which I ſhall but briefly touch, (v*z.) Thar che Miniſter; 
of the Goſpel ought to be very carefull and frequent in remembring 
and firing up of people to all watchfulnefle, and the uſe of all 
Chriſtian dihgence, whereby they may. be preſerved from thee 
deceivers and their deccits. This is the praQice of the Apoſtle here, 
and without queſtion his intent to tir them up thus ro looke to 
themſelyes, ſee rhe many exhortations we have in Scripture to this 
purpole, which ſhews 1t to be the Miniflers duty thus to warne the 
people to be warned, ſo that of our Saviour, Mar. 7.15. T ake heed 
of falſe Prophets, Mat. 24-4. beware that no one decerve you, Pet. 
3-17. Keepe your ſelves, or t ake heed you be not led away by the errour 
of the wicked, you fall from your ewn ſtedfaſtneſſe , lo the Apoſtle 
Johnallo, 2 Johnwver.8. Locke to your ſelves that we loſe not the 
thamgs which we have wrought, in all which places what meane 
theie words, Eairere Tpogty67s puacecleole , to fee to, take heed, 
-and have a carc of ourſelyes, but to ſhew it to be the dutyof Mini- 
ſters thus to warne, of people to be warned, by all Chriſtian dili- 
gence toendcayour to prelcrye themſelycs from the deceits of falſc 
teachers. A 

To the confirming whereof, theſccond reaſon of the former do. 


 Rrine may well ſerve, where you haye heard the dangers and evils 


that falſe doArincs bring to the ſouls of men , that therefore thoſe 


| Wheareto watch over fouls, andall the people of God, as they 


tender the ſafery,and weltare of their fouls, ought to be warned co 
take heed of thoſe things ther are ſodangerous to them , therefore 
I ſhall not goe.over them again , that hath formerly been ipoken 
unto, butrefer you to-that which was eyennow delivered. 

Onely takenorice here, as that which may ſerye for another 
realon hereunto, that this watchfulnefice and Chriſtian —— 
whic 


their people from falſe teachers. 
which thus frequently in the Scripture, andby the Miniſters of the 
word weare exnorted unto, is the means appointed by God, for 
the preſerving and eſtabliſhing of his people againſi the crrowrs of 
deceirttull men. Ir is no ground fer Arminizns to arove from ſuch 
caveats and Exhortatiors as theſe , that therefore a bcleever ma y 
exther by falſe teachers or otherw ile, be brovgkt finally to fall away 
from grace, for the foundatron of God ſtndeth ſure and whom Chriſt 
loves be loves to the end. and with an everlaſting love, which nothing 
(hall be able toſepar ate from © they ſtand not by tleir own power, bur 
are by the hand «nd power of God kept throngh faithumo tht ſalva- 
tion, prepared to be revealed in the laſt times, and out of his hand #0 
ower (no not of all the fa}ſe teachers in the w61 1d, no not of the 
Devill h:mlelte, their Maltct) all be able ro pull chem, but he will 
keep: that which by C briſt was committed to Þ192 : Who allo till 
prayes for them that iFey may be preſerved from the evill ene and his 
temptations, and that their faith (hich by falſe DoQtines he la- 
bours to ſhake) may never fa'l, and ſurely, Ged that hath begun a 
good worke in them, will alſopertett it, and preſervethem to his hea- 


 venlykingdom, he that can will allo ſtrengthen them , ſo thatthough 


w4anyfullow therr wayes of deftruttien, and _—_— e teackers of the laſt 
tumegdeceive many, yea, and the world wander after the beaft, and 
#5 deceived by the falſe prophet ; Yet theſe few , whoſe names are 
written mm the Booke of life are preſerved, and our Sayiour tels us of 
the falſe chriſts in thelaſt times, that they ſhall decerve, if it were 
p: fſivle, eventhe veryelctt, intimating that ſo to deceive, as to 
draw them from Chrift, is akogether impoſſible , but God will 
pr*ſerye them, let the deceirs be neyer ſo many and preyalert. 
Neither is this of the ſurenefſe of a Chriltians condition , ground 
for 0: hers tobe ſecuire,for ſo isthe reaſoning of many in theſe times, 
(that would be reckonedreligious) after the manner of prophane 
perſons, that if theyare elcRed they ſhall beſaved , ler them liveas 
they lift, and ſo inſtead of making tkeir cling and election ſure, 
which we are exhortedunto 2 by this cheir wicked reaſoning they 
give themſelves tothe praQtice of iuch wickednefſ c intheir conver- 
ſation, whereby they make their condemnation fureto them, or at 
leaſt while they remain inſuch a condition, that they are 1n the 
Rare of condemnation, fo thoſe perſons moſt corruprly, it they are 


-elcRed, or being eleed (as many ſuch ſeeme confident ot-chem- 


ſ{elyes to be) they cannot poſſibly fail away , they ſhall be ſaved, 
i: 4 | H . 
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The charatters Aiſcovering falſe teachers. 
and therefore judge ſuch exl:ortations as theſe are to be needlefle; 
they caft dif all this Chriſtian diligence and watchfulneſſe, and out 
of a kinde of yain confidence, expoſe thernſeives to alltemprations 
in this kinde, willharkenafter all frange new opinions,and though 
never ſo wezkein the faith, will yet wake themielyes Judces of he 
createſt controverſies, will be hearers of all, even of {1:;ch on whom 
the marks of ſeducers and deceivers 3reevident to be fern, and ſo ll 
that care and diligence which they ſhculd take to themſelves in a- 
yoiding occaſionsof this evill, andiuch tewprations as theſe, 15 laid 
aſide by theſe perſons, and they leave themſeiyes open to {uch eyils 
as theſe , and hereby it comes to p2ile that they are deceived and 
led aſide from the truth, whereby many are diſcovered, not tobe of 
theele& of God, as they. vainly judged themſelves to be , being fo 
eaſily and deeply deceived, and thole that are the ele&t of God, he. 
ing brought by ſuch reaſonings as theleto be ſecure, andfalling in« 
ro thisſnare (as it is poſſible even fora childe of God, in things not 
fundamentall, and for atimeto be led aſide from the truth) yet be- 
ing brought home again by God , and thar as welay by weeping 
crofſe (the Lord nor ſuffering his to remain in the ſnare of the De- 
vill) chey are madeto ſee the vanity of tuch reaſonirgs as thele are, 
and that the ſureneſſe of their Chriſtian condition is no ground for 
them to become ſecure andcarelcſſe, and to caſt off and negle& 
wartchfulneſſe and diligence in their Chriſtian converſation : Thus 
God will not have us to be ſecure, but by theſe exhorcations ftir us 
up to watchfulnefſe, that as Souldjers we may be alwayes ſtanding 
on our guard, by whichcatefulneſſe of ourſclves, and watchfulneſle 
which he calls us unto, and alſo by his fpiritinables us unto, (and 


-wherein icconfifts, and 15 to be exerciſ-d, I ſhall afterwards ſhew 


you ) Coththe Lord alio preſcrye theſe that are his, and keepe them 
trom beit g Ceceived. 

Whatnow remains, but that we apply all this that hath been 
t2kennotice of inthe former o>ſcryations,, to cur ſelycs., and to 
theſe tinies of ours 2 You have hcard that 11 the laſt rimes, bur 
clpecially in the latter part of che [ft tumes, mary Antichriſts were 
to beexpcEted , many falſe reachers were to come into the world 2 
You have heard that many Antichriſts, many talſe teachers did 
ariſe in the Apoſtles times, and thercforcit could not be expeRed 
that it ſhould be otherwiſe in theſctimesof ours, and what thinke 
you of chele tines of ours © doe nottiie many controverſies that are 
amone(t 
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The charatters diſtovering falſe teachers, 
amongſt us,about matters ofReligion,the parties and fations made 
one againlt another, the ſeverall wayes and profeſſions, and names 
of diftinRions of SeQts ately riſen . and neyer till of late known a. 
moneſt us, and our cenſurinr and oppoſing one another, Ge not 
allcheſe together give uscauſe to judge, thar certainly there canner 
but be many falſe teachers, many Aut.chriſts amoneſ} us, at this 
time, and that thercfore we ought to tuke the ſecord and third Do- 
Rrines unto our ſelves alſo, and ro ſer cur {elves to contend ſor tle 
faith againit the many falſe teachers that arc aroneſt us, ani'to 
beware that our ſelves be not Cecerved by them , this that we may 
the better performe, I ſhall in thisute retpeEt theſe two tlngs. 

I ſhalll:bour ro diſcover end de fcribe the nary Antichriſ}s -r 
falſe teachers to you, by ſuch marks as the Scripture Lies vs of them, 
whereby we may know whe arc our acCycr{i1ics, with whem ito 
contenc for the faith, and whom wearc to bewere of. 

I ſhall ſhew you ho:v this duty is to be per forn-ed, and by whot 
ameans ve may be ablc to irengthen our telyes, and be preſerved 
from them. 

For the firſt of theſe, that I may diſcover theſe many Antichriſis, 
or falſe teacners unto you, that you may know of whom you 7reto 
beware,] (hallendevour to deſcribethern unto you, by ſetting down 
the prac ces of thefalle teachers, and properties of theſe that were 
dcecrivers mthe Apoſtles times, that were the many Antichrifts 
here mentiened inthe Text, their dealings and carriagetowards the 
Churchesof Chriſt and Miniftcrs of che Goſpel, and wayes of pro- 
pagating theit opinions then 3 And theſe ſhall Ilay down as marks 
for the diſcovery of falſereachers , theſe many Antichriſts now to 
us, and this I cannotbur judge to bea very ſafe rule for us to walke 
by intheſerimes, for thediſcoyery of ſuch perſons , the dotrires 
of rhoſe that were falle teachers, of the mary Anrichrifts in the 
Apofilestimes, and in ourtimes may bediffcrentone from another, 
for as inthe Apoltlesrimes, among thoſe many falſe :eachers then, 
ſome held rhis hereFe, ſome that; ſome denyed the re{urrebtion, 
others ſay it was paſt already, ſonie pleaded for circumcifion , and 
the neceflity of obſervance of lega)l Ordinances to ſalvation , o= 
thers held herefies concerning the perſon of Chriſt, as deny!ng 
either of his natiires, ce Thus thele many Antichrifts C1 nut hold 
the ſame opimons one with auother, but one oppole this, anorher 
thatfundamentall truth of the Goſpel, yet were they id al: by 
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The charatters diſcovering falſe teachers. 
one ſpirit of Antichriſt and oferrour, to oppoſe the truth of the 
Goſpel, andbeing led by theſame ſpirit, though their herefies were 
many and differcnt, yet were they by that one ſpirit oferrour where- 
by they were aRed, carried forth to the ſame wayes of praRticein 
oppoling of truth, even ſo may that be in thefetimes of ours, the 
many Antichri!ls in our times, the falſe teachers may hold hereſies 
different from many of thoſcin the Apoliles times, and likewiſe from 
one another, as loine denying che Scriptures , fome the Divinity of 
Cirifts, an of the Holy Ghoſt, others ?ffirming the ſoule to be 
morcall, and ſo ſome hold one herefie, ſome another (and ic is not 
neceſſary they ſhould concur all inthe ſame herefies, ic is true, that 
to an Apoltafie, a generall departure from the faith, and a concur- 
rence, if not of all, yer of very many hercſies is required, by which 


the Papacy, the great Ancichriſt is to be judged, but the hol. - 


ding and maintaining of one herefie , contrary to the funda. 
menrals of the Goſpel, is ſufficient ro denominate-a perſon to 
be an Hereticke, tobea falſe teacher , and to make him to be 
in the number of thoſe that are called the many Antichriſts , in 
the Text, yet are theſe alſo guided by one and the ſame ſpirir 
of Antichriſt and of errour , as different as it ſeems to worke 
by realon of their different opinions ; the ſpirit whereby they 
are ated, theſe many Antichriſts in rhe Apoſtles times, and theſe 
m our rimes , yea, andthe great Antichriſt js bnt or.e and the fame 
ſpirit of crrour, though it be n#t in all after the ſame meaſure, and 
doth not ſhew itſelfe in all alike, forthe Apoſtle John, 1 Joh. 4.3,6. 
as he makes the Spirit of Truth, whereby the people of God 
are 92ined to be butone ſpirit ofrrurh, and though he ſpeaks as of 
many, every ſpirit that confefſeth Jeſus Chriſt come in thefleſh, 


| isof God; yet isthatbutbyreaſon of the many perſons in whom 


that one ſpirit works, which otherwiſe he ſpeaks of bur as one, the 
Spirit of God and the Spirit of truth , and all the people of 
God in their ſeverall times, they then .in the time of the 
Apoſtles, and wee now, doe partake of one and the fame 


Spirit of Truth, and of God, though the workings and gifts of - 


it in ſeyerall perſons, may bee different, and nor in all in the 
like meaſure, fo though, againe, hee ſpeake as of many , eye- 
ry ſpirir that confeſſeth not Chriſt come in the fleſh , yer 
it is. Dot as if theſe mary falſe prophets or Antichriſts had 
ſo many different ſpirits of errour whereby they were _ 
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The charatters diſcovering falſe teachers, 
but of this alſo he ſpeaks as of one, wer, 3. This is that ſpirit of 
Antichriſt which now is in the worle, the ſpirit of errour whereby 
he ſhews thoſe many falſe prophets were all ard like Abzbs 
lying prophets , by one lying ſpirit, and that the ſpirit of An- 
tichriſts, though he was not then revealed, nor till ſome hun- 
dred years after, yet was then in the world, but Big , ſurcly in 
the many falſe prophets and Antichrifis , ſo that the many 
Ancichrifts then, and rhe great Antichriſt, ſurg had both bur 
one and the ſame ſpirit of crrour, and ſo we mty ſay the lame 
ſpirit 15 now in the world , ating in the x Sh Antichriſt, 
and in our many Antichrifls, notwithſtanding the herchies they 
bold may be different, and the meaſure of it not alike jr all. 
Thus then their herches and falſe doAtrires may be different, 
yet the ſpirit whereby they are a&tcd is one and the ſme; 
the firſt of theſe their DoQtrines, I l:ave particularly to be ex- 


amined by-the word of God, and ſhall not pitch upon any of them 


in particular , in this diſcoyery of falle reachers, which I in- 
trend to make at. this time : for wee ſee they may bee dif- 


ferent, and wee cannot pitch upon any one , that 1s neceſſarily 


required in every ſuch perſon, but that by others they mayas well 
be fo judged. And to ſearch into: all herefies would bee ro 
me endlcfſe and impoſſible ; but ſeeing the fpiric that is in them, 
is one and the ſame, ſome generall rule I ſhall lay down, taken 
from the praQice of thoſe that had in them this ſpirit in theſe 
former, times, and wherein this ſpirit did ſhew it ſelfe, and 
ſhall leave them by you , to judge whether the ſame ſpirit doth 
not work in the ſame things in theſerimes of ours, and in whom 
and what you are tojudge of thoſe in-whem it doth ſo worke, you 
will then eaſily perceiye. 

This then as Tjudge it to be aſafe , and'yetthe eafieſt way, that 
weecan take for the diſcoyery of theſe'perſons valours ; ſo is itthar 
which the Apoſtles follow and preſcribe in their feyerall Epiſtles, 
(as you ſhall afterward heare)this is one way of trying the ſpirits, 
and this way doth our Saviour himſelf dire&usunto , Mar.7.1s5. 


Beware of falſe prophets, who. come t0 you #71 ſheeps clathing, but 1n- 


-' waraly they areravening Wolves ; By their fruits je ſhall know thers : 


: falſeteachers may well be compared,ro Wolves, their deſigne being 


© to makeſpoil and hayock of theſheep of Chriſt ;.this they can doe 


the 
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The charafters diſcovering falſe teachers, 
the more ſecretly and freely in ſheeps garments. A Wolfe in ſheeps 
clothing here, is nothing but a falſe prophet comming as a true Pro- 
pher, as one of the ſheep of Chriſt ; and this is the property of falle . 
reachers, thus to come, that ſo they may deccive-che better , when 
they have hereby gocten, the people of God to hayea good opinion 
of them. Thus of the deceivers of thelaſt rime , our Saviour celsus, 
they ſhall ſay I am Criſt, I am Chriſt, and ſhall decerve , which is 
none other but theſe pretences of falie teachers , that they are for 
Chriſt, they preach, they are for him, and hereby many aredeceryed 
by them; ſo the Apoſtle Pas tels us of the falſe apoſiles, that they 
are transformed, as it they were the Apoſiles of Chriſt ; even as Sa- 
tan their maſter transforming himſelfe mo an Angell of light, 
2 07.11.19, Thusthe falſe prophets of old , came like thetrue, as 
if ſent of God, withthwus ſarh ihe Þ ord ; unto thele corthghe Apo- 
ſtle Peter compare falſe reachers amongſt us, 2. P-7.2,1. and Payl 
tels us, A form of godlineſſe & put cn , when the power of .zt 1s dexyed 
bythem ; 2 Tim.3.5. And inſtancesenough may be given cf this, 
which may ſhew to us our daihcer to be the greater, as 1t is now the 
more difhculcto finde out our enemy, and that therefore wee ovgl:t 
to take the more heed of our ſelyes, havirg ſuch enemics to deale 
withall ; andto take heed wee be not beguiled, by fair words and 
pretences. All js not gol that £lifters, if they ſhall come in ſheeps 
clothing, if transformed as the Apoſilcs of Chriſt, ſurely then their 
herchies, may be chrifined by them , by the names of Free-Grace, 


\ Goſpel-Light, and the way of the Golpel , when there is nothing 


lefſein them ; theſe are things precious to every Chriſtian , yet as 
vice goes undiſcoyered by the name of yercue, and a thief eſcapes in 
the habic of a true man , fo aremany the foulcſt. herefies, of theſe 
times {ct forth, by ſach names as theſe, that ſo they may deceive the 
better by them, But how now way wee be able ro diſcern, and 
know thele deceivers , thefe cheaters, Our Saviour ſets you on the 
rule, we are now upon their fruits ; by thezr fruits you ſhall know 
them. 

In theſe particulars following did the ſpirit of Antichriſt ſhew 
it{:If in the many Antichrifis in the Apoſtles time, by which exa- 
mine, whether the ſame ſpirit dothnot work intheſe times, inthe 
ſaine things amongſt us. 

Thefirft mark whereby thele are to be known , is their depart- 
ing 


- 


The charatters diſcovering falſe teachers, 
ire and breaking off from the ſociety. and communion of the people 
of God, in the Congreoations and Churches of Chrifa. Herein 
doth the ſpirit of Antichriſt plainly diſcover ir {clf; theſe that have 
ce ſpirit of Chriſt in them ; cf{eem nothing more heretÞen the en- 
J-yment of fellowſhip with rhe prople of God , whereby joyntly 
with them to hold forth the pre fefſon of the name of Chriſt ; and 
therefore fill joyn themſelves to the Churches of Chriſt , as Paxl 
did, affoon as he was converted, Atts 9.26. 5nd they eftcem it their 
happineſſe, to be reckoned a member in thar ſociety , there is uo af 
fl Rion like chat to them, nor is ary punzſh:nent or cenſureon earth, 
reckorec ſo great by them ; as that whereby inen arecut off, from 
that ſociety, a mark then ir may well be, of che ſpirir of Antichriſt, 
in thoſe that will proclaim a yow;, and maintain a ſeparation from 
true Churches ; This was the property of theſe faiſe teachers, theſe 
many Antichrifts inthe Apoſtles times. Though the Churches were 
then {ich true Churches, that no one could think, chat ought could 
be objeCted againſt them ; yer did theſe finde pretences to break off 
and ſeparate from rhem. This Icould not avoid from making ſuch 

a mark for the diſcovery of theſe, ſeeing the Apoltle Fehn makes it 

ſuch a markof theſe many Antichriſts1n the rext , in the verſe im- 
mediatly following ; And makes it his argument allo, whereby ro 
pertwade the litle children, to beware of them, ſayth hee , they went 
out from us , becauſe they were not of ws , for if they had been of us 
they would have continued with us ; wherein the Apoſile ſhews that 

ſomtimethey had been among them; were reckoned of the Church, 
though now by their departing from it , they were manifeſted not 
ro be what they ſeemed and profeſſed themlelves to be. For , fayth 
the Apolile, they went out from us,that 1s, they ſeparated themſelves 
from us, and brake off from our ſociety, and thisdeparting or fepa- 

ration of theirs, manifeſtingthem, not to have been in the number 
of true believers , is an argument of the Apoſtle in this Verſe, to- 
perſwade usto take heed of them.. By this alſo doth the Apoſtle 

P aul deſcribe thefalle teachers, which he told the Eldersof Ephe- 

ſs ſhould riſe up amongFt them, Atts 20.30. thisis tobetheendof 
their ſpeaking fuch perverſe things, luch herefies and falſe doQtrings 
as they did , 2;z., thatrhey might draw Diſcyles after them-, iniqa- 
av : it notes their following them , and thereby their ſeparation 
tiom that Church planted, by the Apolile Paul, at Epheſus -And 


of 


this allo doth Jade deſcribe, to bethe property of thefalſe teachers. 


Acs9 26, 
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of the laſt times , * Jude 19. theſe are they that ſeparate thrm- 


ſetwes, thatis, without any neceſſity, or 
authority of God ; onely rofulfill cheir 
own will, doe they ſeparate themſelves, 
from the true Church of God , and 
ſound dorine of the Apoſiles. And if 
this were a mark of falſe teachers, and 
of the ſpirir of Antichriſt, they,, ſurely 
it cannot but be ſonow ; 1t is not to be 
wondred to ſce men ſeparate fromthe 
true Churches now, when we ſcetiey 
did this even in the Apoſtles times. 
Andif wee ſce men now allo, to break 
off trom the congregations, of the peo- 
ple of God, of which them ſclves , for- 
merly were , and with whom they 
heldcommunion, in the Ordinances of 
God, tn chem, that it may bel1aid, they 
went out from us; and notwithſtand= 
ing the evident preſence of God in 
theſe Congregations blefling his Ord1- 


* Intelligit eos diſtenſionem f1- 
cere ab Eccleſia , quoniam diſ- 
ripline jugum ferre nequeant, 
ut qut carni addifti, a ſPiritu- 
al; vita abhorreaxt, Calvin.on 
Jude 19. Sib ipſe fingunt pe- 
culiarem cultum, e&> veritater 
Evangelts quam alit profiten- 
tr , aſpernantuar ; & ſeſe ſe 
gregant ab corum Eccleſi; & 
Ceth, hic <4 gadibprou@ . Way 
non tantum doftrine ſed &r 
converſation's civils d ſtidium 
& ſeparatio ; dum ſug ingenio 
ſuiſque cupiditatibus ſolt in- 
dulgent , altos omnes pre ſe 
faſtidtentes. DQuod faciunt 
i Sroyroperss, 44 fibs ipf 
novas fingunt opiniones, inde 
mncipiunt in TYXIouaTe = 4 
bing in &pbous, Pargus 
Jude 19. | 


nances , making the Goſpel effectvall, 
rothe conyerting of ſouls, and that the Goſpel, the true doQtrine of 
the Word, be there plainly, truly, frequently, preached; the Sacra- 
ments, theſc Ordinances Chriſt hath left ro his Church, of Baptiſme 
and the Lords Supper, truly admniſftred, and theſe the onely cſſen- 
tiall mark of a Church, peradventure ſome defc& and want in order 
there may be, in which yecthey profeſſe and endeyour a Reforma. 
tion, (as what Church is it that is perfet) when men I ſay ſhall 
proteſſedly maintain aſeparation from ſuch Churches as theſe, and 
as none other then Antichriſt , and Babylos ſhall efteem of them; 
what we maythink of ſuch perſons , and theſpirir thatis working 
inchem, in this particular , I ſhall by this, thathath beennow , in 
this firſt particular ſpoken, leave toyou to judge, | 

This allo you ſhall ſce to have been their praftice of all others to 
fall moſt foule upon , and diſcoyer moſt emnity againſt the fithtull 
Miniſters ot God, the true painfull Preachers of the Golpel, theſe 
ſha/lofall men be moſt yilified, reproached, contemned , .and their 
name caſt out as eyill, andthis ſhallbeche main endeyour of them, 


to 


The characters diſcovering. falſeteachtr's 
to bring theſe into thehatreandicontem pt of the people and all 
becauſe they arezoppoled by them'jn! teirevill way: :and'thar fo 
themſelves may worke upon people che. better; when they have 
drawntheir hearts 8nd affe&ions off trom-rhofe who ſhould be x 
means toſcttle them in the truth ; ſich as was the carriage of the 
ſeditious Cerch, and his ccmpany'/amonght the Traelites, againſt 
Moſesand Aaron, whom Godhadſeroverthem, ſuch: is the car- 
riave of thoſe againit the Miniſters ofthe Goſpel, whom God bath 
made as ſpirituall watchmen, and cherefore are they compared to 
theſe by the Apolile, who ſaid , r/e3 periſhed in the gainſaying of Co- 
rab, Jude 11. For inſtanceof which; tet iis take Paul for ancx- 
ample; and their carriagetowards him, Pazd, tharſzryam: of Chriſt 
wholaboured more abuntlantly themall the Apoſtles, indefatigable 
in his pains, ready toſpend hin-{c]fand robe ſfenc, to be offered 
up infacrifice for the Miniſtry and preaching of the Goſpel, and 
ſurely I rhinke we may fay, that nexc Chriſt himſclfe, never man 
ſpake as this man, yer never was man more-ſcorned , more lichtly 
{et by, then this P au] was by theſefalſe teachers, all theirendeavour 
wasto caſt allthe.od14w that might be:on the perſon of Pal, if 
poſſible to make him odjousto the peoples, obſcrve-their dealings 
with him ; Firſt, they queſtion his calling, whether he had a law- 
full calling tothe Minifity and Apoſtlcfhip orno , or whether he 
-bad not invaded it, withour any lawfull:calling-at all thereunto, 
and-indeed this they did ſuggeſt to the people, that Paxl had no 
laxfullcalling to: the Miniſtry, ro the 'Apeſtleſhip at all; this is 
evidentin this, that Paul is ſo neceflitated ro difpute, to' affert his 
call to the Apoſileſhip, inthis he ſpends almoſt rwo whole Chap- 
tersin the Epiſtle to the Galatsaxs, and: begins preſently on this, 
eyenin the beginning ofthe Epiſtle; Chap. 1.12. He fayth be, reces- 
wþ4:not bug Goſpel of men; nor was he raught-it but by revelarimn of 
Jeſus Criſt, and this hegoes:10 prove particularly, by relation of 
his converſation, and the- manner of his call to the Apoſileſhip, 
which ſarcly P au] of ſo humble a ſelfe-denying ſpirit would never 
have done, tad he not (as he ſayth clſywhere) bcen compelled to 
this boaſting by:the falfe pots, Canine tate Gal atr«vs, that 
hewasinotanApoſtle;:and that not from Jeſus:Chriſt , but from 
man he had learned his Goſpell; thus alſo did they amongſt the 
Corinthians, almoſt all the latter Epiſtle.is concerning ſuch things, 
1 Cor. 9.2. heproves-hisApoſileſhip by - nother argument, appealing 
to 


Jude 11. 


q FP See. Pareius on 
# thisplace. 
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The charaifers diſcovering. falſe teachers, 
tothe Corimbians,, who wereable toteſtifie that he was ſo; they. 
were the ſcale of his Apoſtteſhip, arid therefore ſaying, 1f7 amr nor 
ar Apoſtle toothers; what can be more plainly intunared , then 
that this, he wasdenyed bylome tobe, and which he proycs to 
the Corithiansby the effeft of his Miniſtry on them: Thus in this 
they laboured to alperte himin queſtioning his calling, 

Andthough his gifts were very eminent and excellent, yer how 
did they aſperſeand underyalue himincheſealto, as if he had been. 
a very weake man, and altogether unable, atleaft wiſe, in compa- 
riſon of them, to preach the Goſpel , this is the meaning of that, 
2 Cor.10.10, his letters ſayes, they areftrong and powerfull , he 
can write firongly, but he'is no Preacher , his bodily preſence is 
weake and his ſpeech is conterptible, as who would fay, heisbur 
an ideot in ſpeech, itisnot worth the hearing to heare-him preach, 
and therefore they much commended themſelves, and made as 
though the not comming of P aulto Corinth was becauſe of them, 
that he durſt not appeare himſelfe but ſends his Epiflles , as appears 
from what follows in thenext verſe, vor. 11. Let ſuch a one know, 
ſayth he; that ſach as we are m word, by letters being abſent , ſuch 
will webe alſo indeed, beingpreſent, thus allo in his'gitts they labou- 
red to aſperſe and undervalue him. 

And then if they could diſcerneany failing in him, this would 
they make uſe of to cheutmoſt to prejudicehim, if he fajle inapro- 
miſethithe had made of comming to ſee thewm-in Corinth , and 
came notatthe time appointed, which yet he'ſhews them the rea- 
ſon of, Epheſ.2.2, and proteſts that it was out of loye tothem., and 
ro fparethem, yertheſe conſider not any reaſon, buttake occaſion 


| hereby ro-aſperſe him for'breach'of promiſe, to accuſe him of 


diſhoneſty, levity ,and inconftancie in his word , that with him it 
was. yea and nay, no:conftancie and truth in hisword , and by this 
they takeoccaſion to aſperſealſo his very Doctrines, as if that were 
like himſelfe, as light, as unconfiant, as he was, and this, above all 
other, goes tothe hearrof Paul, rohaye his Dodtrineaſperſed , he 
cares not what he ſiffers in hisown perſon in comparifon;, ſo that. . 
þenotblemiſhed;and'ro haye any thing caſtupon:that, goes to the 
heart ofhim, and'thereforebefore he comestotheclearing of him- 
ſelfe inthat ſecond Chaprer, hefirſt cleereshis DoArine, and:ſeems- 


_ willing totake all that impuration of lightnefle on himſelfe;, that- 


when he didrakecounſelhedid nſe lightneſſe , itwightbeycaand 
- | goed 


Io 
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nay with him, as who would ſay, be it asthey charge us, yet what js 
thatto our word, why is that charged? God is faithfull, his word 
is notlike us, yea andnay , but all the promiſes of God ave mw him 
gea, and in him Amen. 2-Cor. 1.1 1,17,18,19. 20. It he take any 
thing of them for his ſubſiſtence (tor as for riches, poor man, he 
never ſought them) ard s not the labourer worthy of þ-55 Fre ? may 
not they who ſow ſpirituallthirgs, expect to reap of mens carnal, ? 
eyen as they that ſeryed the Altardid live of the Alcar : H:rethey 
charge him with covctouſneſle, as if he came butto makea prey of 
them, and coozen them of their goos and cſtares, and therefore to 
take off this aſper(ion, ſomtimes he labours with his hands , that 

ſo the Goſpel may not be burtheniome roany; and ſomrtime (as 
when he was among the Corinthians , whoſe Churches were ſo 
muchtroubled by theſe {cducers his enemies, who ly in weight to 
take all occaſion againſt him) he ſayth that hee robbed other 
Churches, and tooke wagesfrom other Churches, that thuugh_ in 
war, yet was he not burthenſomero any of them, and his waurs 
wereſupplyed by others, even by the brethren from Macedonia, 
and why was allthis ? hetels you, it is to cut off anoccafjon fron 
them that would haye it (whereby it. ſeems they did butly in weight 3 Cor.11.x2, 
for an occaſion -in this to aſperſe him) and that they might not haye Gal.4,17; 
an occaſion of beafting in any thing, that hemight not boaſt Iike. S<* Bexe. Am- 
wile, forit ſeems thoſctalſe apoſtles, toallure the people the better 1 23 this 
tothem, did preach grat# torhem, wouldrequirenothing of them, _— contin] 
this they boaſted in, for themſclyes, and with this pine} OCCa= gft artificium © A 
fionto aſperſe Paxl, who to preyent.it, gives themnoſuch occaſion, ownibus Satane 
burawong the Corinthians preacheth as freely as thernſelyes, that 93fru, alie- - 
in what they boaſt he may be found equa!] wichthem,, 2 Cor. 11, fa * 43 o 
$,9,10,11.12. Thus you lee whattheirlabours was againſt Pal, ,; « js ox | 
how all their endeavours was.to render himodious and contewpe & quaſi ſublats 1 
tible, arid why was all this ? ſee Gale4. 17. They zealouſly affeft emulo, vacuam * 
J2#. but not well , and would exclude that you might affett them, they Poſſeſſionem oce 
affect you but net well it 15 not ent ofpure lavebutfor their own ends,& OED TOP 
as thoſethat are ſuitors in marriage toa maid , where are many . 
Gorrivals together, willlabour to exclude one the otherby all means . ze, y;debit © 
poſſible, that ſo themelves may be affected, and obteinthe match; indeſemper i- 
tothisdoth the Apolile allude, and ſhews that in all theſe courſes los facere int 


—_ : . . ” t! . Calvin, « 
they ookeforthediſparaging of him , this was theirend, IT in Gal.4.r7. 
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The chara ers a covering falſe teachers. 
beingexdluded out of rhe affeftions of people, themſelves mighrbe 
affeted. Thus was thisthe mainhing they labogred in,conceiving; 
could they but eff: &this,to workethem to aſlighting of Paul they 
might eafily prevail '4n ocher_thirgs, an: this they-did doe: with 
the Galatians, for he who was ſo deerely beloyed by them, -that 
for his ſake, and to doe him-good , they would not have ſparedto 
have pulled out their eyes ,- was now by che deceirfy!]- work- 
ing of theſe ,.even- reckoned as an enemy by them; -and:ſo ha- 
ving gotten Payl out of thir affections, how then did: they bewitch 
them, and ſead ther away from the Goſpel , intoany their errours 
at their pleaſure, and "thus to alienate rhe affeRions of peopic 
from their Paſtors, isthe firlt and main.defigne of falle teachers, 
wherein the: ſpirit of the many Antichriſts. doth ſhew it ſelfe 
working in them, and withour-which they cannot expe to ac 
compliſh any of their deſignes againſt chem. - And now beloyed, 
what thinke you , doth northe fame ſpirit that was in theſe many 
Antichriſts, in thjs particular, ſhew it felfe in theſe times of our: 4 
Conſider we the faithfull Miniſters of the Goſpel , whom God 
hath raiſed up in theſe times of qurs, wha have been.inftruments 
of converting many fouls to God, in whole hearrs are ſuchEpiſtles 
written of them; tharare'robe Known and read: of .all men, and 
whereby they aremanifeſted tobe true Miniſters of Chriſt 3 Yet 
who ſovilified, ſcorned, and reproached, as theſe ?- what names 
of ſcorne and conteinpt are calt.upon.them ? to. be called Black- 
coats, Prieſts; Presbyrerian perſecutors; are the belt names thar are 
to be heard concerning them, fromthe mouthesof. many, who yer 
would be clteeniedRaigious :'They:arc repreſented buras ſo ma- 
uy deceivers of thEpeople, lurelynone ſeem-o be. the objeRts of ſo 


 muckhate and ſcotri intheſetimesas they, and. all is but. to bring 
people to contemne them, who: yet-have. been brought to God, 


and cohverted by them;andthey are deale withrin-the ſame man 
ner that as Paw! was:*theiricalling to the: Miniſtry is queſtioned 


| by them, fur-the unlawfilnefſe whereof (as:thele conceive): they 
maybe reckoned and are called: Antichriltian Miniſters by them... 


And oh how many perſons are taughrto raiſe. queſtions concerning 
the calling of Miniſters; whereby they come to 4, and.contemn 
them, who are otherwiſe very ignorant:inthe fundamentals of Re- 
ligion, and yer this are they moſt of al eryed-againſt, for., by. theſs 
: WaiOo- 


\ 


The charafters aifcovering.falſe teachers, 
who invade the ſame.wofk without any calling at all , they that 
ſfeckeno calling for themſelves to that work , farther then their 
ownfrivate apprehentions and: opmions of then { les, and their 
ownabilities, areyetthemen, thar above all othcrs. cry up and 
maintains heſe queſtions of the orcer of the co])ing of Minifters 
25 thoſe falſe teachers thar railed {och ſtirs conczt nine P avls callirs; 
hidchemſelves no calling at all, for fo the Apoſtles C:id , of choſe 
f:le teachers that went :o Antioch, that they gave no fi:ch com- 
-mangdementto'chem, that 1s, that though they went our from them, 
yet they had received from themno con mand or commiſſion at all 
ro preach amoreft rhem, for their abilities in preaching the Golpel, 


" theſe are ſocenlured and contenmed as if they were alrogerther 


unfit for the diſrenſation of it 2 And bow ace al! their tailings taken 
notice of, for the aſperſing of them ? eſpecially ,-how are they 
alperied with covetouſveſle, as ſecking the'r own goodinall , and 
nor the good of the people, and all becauſe of thoteſer (tipends ta» 
ken by them, and by the Mzgiſtrateallowed unto them,and to-this 
end iSit, ſuch oreat controverfiesare moyed about taking and paying 
of Tiches in theſe timcs, cf wh'ch e1ive me leave tO lay what] judge 
briefly, 242. that T judge it very Jawfuil, and in ſome ſortneceſſary, 
for the Chriſtian Magiſtrate ro make proviſion forthe incouraging 
of the Miniſters and Miniſtry of: the Word, and that by way of 
maintcnancein a comfortablemanrer That the way wherein this is 
ro bedone is-indiffercntto them ro make choyceof, be it byTithes er 
apy other: lawful] proportionable way whatloeyer::T hatthe way of 
Tithes is notmoteunlawfull in it{cltethen any other way, burthar 
it may asJawfully be made choyce of tothat end; as any other way 
whatſoever: Thatthe proportion of Tittes cannot: be neceſſarily 
r« quired and demanded by the authority of the Word of God, the 
Goſpel appointing,thathe who preacheth the Goſpel [hould lrve of the 
Goſpel, but-nor neceſfity recuiring the payment of Tithes that pro= 
portion, and that therefore this proportion cannot be challenged, 
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caremonia'i, ſed jure morall, per fquidemeſt ut, miniſter  populo alarur; dignua «( enim opera- 
rins mercide ſui; & qui Evangelio infervit, £quum eft , ut de. Movivat : proinde flipendia mi- 


xiſtris; perſolvantur ex agris , ſive ex adibus , ſive pecunie numerata , five im decims ; mhilrve- 8 
fert, modo non ſordide ſed boneſte ſuſtententur,Retineut quidem alicubi mercedes ift vets nome, 
decimarum'; In multis autem locss non appellantur decime , ſed ft.pendia, vel ſalaria., & ſane, : 
potiua reverd ſunt mercedes , 4ue laboribus miniſtrorum debentir, quam decume. Pet. Mart.loc.. 
Com. p.904, 
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_ The charatters diſcovering falſe teachers. 
tobclong to Miniftersjwredivino , but jure humans, which yet as 
you haveheard may be as Jawfully-appointed by the Magiſtrate as 
any other way ; and therefore-that if any inexpediency befcund in 
this way it may belawfully altered , 2nd removed ; and any other 
lawful way that may be judged more expedient, be ſubſtituted in the 
ſtead cherof.Butin all the controverſies of theſe times about this way 
of Tyrhes, what is aymed at, not to ſhew theinexpediency ſo much, 
or inconvenience that may accompany this way; aseitherto deny to 
Miniſters aty fer niayntenance at all, and to the Magiſtrate any 
power atall to appoint theſame, or elle (as that which 1s principal- 
ly aymed at) to renderthe godly Miniſters, hereby odigus and con- 
remptible to the people.; and when they have done this, they think 
they may the better ſpread and propagate their Etrours among(t 
che people; and thus thatT may conclude this ſecond particular alto; 
I leave it to your confideration , That whereas this praQtice of the 
many Antichrifts was a mark of them then, whether it be not fo al- 
ſo now, and ſee whether this ſpirit of errour doth not ſhew it ſelfe 
now, aſwell as formerly, and in whom it doth ſo appeare, and what 
we may judgehereby of theſe in whom it doth ſo appear, I refer all 
to your conſideration. | 

The property of theſe many Antichriſis or falſe teachers in the 
Apoſtles time was ; that they ſhould never be ſeen medling, but 
wheretheconſciences of men had been firſt wrought on by the M{1- 
nifty ofthe Goſpel, and opened toreceive theimpreſſions of diyin® 
truths : Youſhould not ſee them meddle among the heathen, where 
Chriſt had notbeen named, topreach their Goboelfor conyerſiou of 
ſouls; this pains they were never willing to undergo, but where 
men werealreadyconverted , and Churches began to be planted, 
there was time for themto be working and nor otherwiſe, Thus 
ſhall wee finde it to have been with the Apoſtle Payl in his time s 
ſo did theſe perſons deal with him ; for at Amtioch when ÞP aut had 
firſt preachedthe Goſpel there, and the Goſpel had begun ro work 
upon the conſciencesof men ; but were as yet green and tender, not 
well ſetied inthe faith; in this opportunity came the falſe teachers, 
down among them, Afs r5.1. So doth the Apoſiletellthe Ephe/i- 

15, that after his deparcure ſhow/d men ariſe, ſhe aking perverſe thin gs 

among them, Atls 20.30. and thus was it alſo, almoſt in all the 
Churches where Pax! had been, as appears by the Epiſiles written 
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The charatters diſcovering falſe teachers. 
tothem. So that they dideyen ſet themmfelyes tofollow P aut, that 
when he had firft broken the Ice in preaching the Goſpel, yea, and 
born the brumr alſo of perſecution , ( for that they would be ſureto 
ſhifr themſelves wellenough of ; being yery unwilling zo ſuffer per 
ſecution for the croſſe of Chrit, Gal.6.12. ) then and not before isit 
timefor thern ro ſhew themſelves: and this Paxlcharges them with, Fam liberivis 
with whom hec had todoatCorinth , 2Cor.10.15. ſaying of him pungit pſeudog. 5 
ſelf, That he dss not boaſt in th;nos wil ont their meaſure, nor inan- poſtolos , qui 
others mans line, in things made rcady totheir hand ; but they had meſſ bo _— 
jr) | 148 
preached che Goſpel to chem, w ho had been convertedthereby, and ;y;uliftent, au- 
they were ready to do the like in the Regions beyond them, eyen debant tamen 
where Chrift wasnotnaire4 ; and hereby mtimatmng it tobe others i obtrefare, 
wiſe, with theſe ; their boaſting was beyond their weaſure in the 9% /#o ſore 
line and labour of others.; they had not been fathers toany in the © /"*uFrid,lo-. 
Goſpel, as Pex! had been; Converſion was a Jabour to difficult .,,,,,:.paulus 
for them to be employedin'; but Pax! muſt preach tothe World, Corinthorum 
and when by his labour men had been fſquared', as fir ſtones for the -Ecclefiam edi- 
Eerds building , then come they to withdraw them from the truth, fcaverat , non 
that hereby they may be able to boaſt of chem as their conyerts. poi Fn thn 
Thus it wasthen ;. conſider it is not ſo now, look on theſe places a- ;,,newis FAY : 
mongft us that are barrenand deftitute of the means of grace,where cy/tatibus, ſuc- 
the viſionfails,& the peopleare readytoperiſh, for want ofthe bread ceduntifti, vis 
of life ; when ſhall ye ſee anyof theſe, that now draw men from 41 firatam, ia- 
che eruth, deal with ſuch a people and preach their Goſpel amongſt 1 1th 
them, but lerthe Lordby his providence ſend into this place fuchva |, videanryy * 
godly Minifter, whois frequent, inftant, in ſeaſon, and out offeaſon, aliqui, . bi ime 
preachine the Word, and whoſe Miniſtry 15 bleſſed to the bringing pudenter arro- 
of manyunto Chriſt , then will theſe ſhew' themſelyes to pervert, £477; 9%0d nu 
if poſſible, theſe young Converts. from the truth , and thereby frag | 
robthe fairhfull Minifters of thefrairs of theirpainfull labourss 7,125 4h. © 
DIY vant. Calvin.in' 
z Cor.10.15. Nos now-gloriamur in alients laboribus, quaſi convertiſſemus ad fidem, quos non: 
convertimus, fic ut emuli , qui gloriantur in vobis Corinthiis , qua non converterunt » Pſeudoa+- 
poftol gloriantur in vobit', quosego ad ſeluters. coxverti. Dixon, inz- Cor.10.15» 
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cum ills para- *.* 


64  Thecharaffersdiſcouering Jaſereachrs. 


= 4 Onſider wethe knowledgeof theſe perſons, andtheDoatrines 
rh third $ held out by them, of whar natureare they / ſurely altogerher 

— voy aboutdifficult controyerfies, unprofitable queſtions, and flrifes 
= abour words and expreſſions, and which .doe alſo beger ſirife and 


diviſion, but faith and loye, and the profitable things of the Go- 
ſpel are laid afide by chem, by this doth the Apoſtle Pal deſcribe 

Eatherchanky we may know.them, 1 T 198.6, 3- That he teach- . 
cthotherwiſe, &74p010noxants , either for the mannzr of it, depar- 
ting fromApoſtolicall cruth, or for themarter , from that ſfimpli- 
city that ſhould bein the exp: efſing thereof, he harkzeth not to the 
| ſound words, &c. and doftrine according to godlmeſſe, this ſound 
do&tine is thathe had taught before, and Celivered concerning the 
duties of Maſters, Stewards,%c. indeed, of all forts of Chriſtians in 
their ſeverallplaces towards each other, which, as ſound doQrine, 
Tits allo is commanded to teach, Tt. 2. 1. and which all the M1- 
niflers of the Goſpel oughtto teach tothe people, bur as for rhoſe 
perſons, they atrend not to ſich things as-thele 2 Matters of duty 
are coo low things for them to be exerciſed in, repentance and the 
exerciſe thereof, ſcems to be one of theſe principles and firſt rudi- 
ments which they have gone paſt andour-learned, but if they attend 
not to this, what doe they apply themſelves unto ? Obſerve, 
Queſtions and ſtrife of words, it is altogether about Queries, that 
way begetunprofitablediſputes and controverſies; (as the Dey1ls 
method to deceiyeour firſt parents, wasall by way of Querie, God 
ſayd thus and thus) and frifes alſo about words, all their Religion 
lies in controverſies, ſtrifes, queſtions, and theſe not about the pro- 
fitable things ofthe Goſpel, the ſubſtantials of Religion, bur a meer 
ſrifeabout words, wrangling and jangling abour thele. and theſe 

. exprefiions, which may adminiſter. any occaſion of diſpute unto * 

them, and about.theſc obſerve: porous, heisfick, hedoteth, he is e- 
yen mad upon then, and allhis delight is ro be employed in ſuch 
comroycifics as theſe are, and what the effeQ of theſe things is, 
the Apoſtleſhewsthar theſe begerenvie, ſtrife, with railings at and 
evill ſurmiſings, conecrning thoſewhoteachthe truth , as alſo;per- 
verſcd diſputings of men of corruptmindes,ſo that theſe things tend 
notto the increaſe of love , bur rather of diſcord , of differences, 
anddiyifionamongſt men, tothe eating out of true Religion, yea, 
andthe yery {ubyecr{ion of the faith of the heaters, and therefore 
are 
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The char aFers diſcovering falſe teachers. © 
are allthe Miniſters ofthe Goſpel fo prefied to avoid fich fFrifes of 
words ang! foohſh quieftions, wherein (as you here fcc) che ſpirr: of 
errour $10 ſhew it lelfe inthe filſe teachers of thefe tinies 2 719. 
2: 14,33. And here o:{-ryethe properties of r!:c{e pertuns , ard 
what the cfteRts of chis yat1 knowledge was anog them , tee, 
1ch a one underſtanc's nothing, the Apoſtle n:akes hm tobe vey ; 
jpnorant inthe Goſpel, ro withſfanidrg ail the pretence to know- + 
I-doe thar 15 jhthem, he is v' ry ignorar't in ſouns! DoEtiic, and 
what is more vſuall , then to lee the g-exrelt queſtioniſs , whoſe 
great emp.Ooyiment')S 113 {ich CONtroveries Sth {c:tovectal} ork ers 
moR 1g11 7:nt in the pit: iciples of found Doctrine and of true Rehi- 
X00 ; they arel:;k2e-npry barrels whici! wake a grear ſound vv hen 
nothing ar all 15 1n them. and by reaſonof theit boating in know- 
ledge, and thelerheir grearcontroverhſies (yet great ignorance that 1s 
them that theyunderflant nothing, knownothing asthcy ought) 
are they compared by the Apottle Feter, 2 Per. 2.7, Jule 12.co be 4 
wells and clouds without water, that promiſe nuch- water much "1 
underftanding . you would judge tobe in them by their language, 
who yer have nothing of true knowledge in them, but are altoge= 
ther dry and barren; even as wels and clouds without water. 

Anditſ>empiy, wonder notthen at what follows , another of 
theirproperties, that as empty clouds are cofſed up and down with 
every winde, as they are carryed by the change of the winde, now 
this way, now that; fo theſe to bewith every winde of DcErine, as 
the Apofileſpeaks, Epheſ. 4.14. to be vunſetled in their opinions, 
not knowing what to fixethemſelyes upon, but run from this thing 
to that thing, of this way and Sec today, of angther to morzow, 
and ſo areready to receive , andareblown away by the blafi of 
evely vain and new opinion, no wonder , for you heare them to be 
commonly quads, un-learned, very ignorant perſons ,-empry 
clouds ,'yet you ice, fick and mad upon Queſtions and firifes cf 
words,'whar is 1tthencan ftay them , but they mutt be lyable to | 
eycry blaſt, and bealſo erjprer2r , unſtable, as thele two words, Nec mg , 
unlearned , and unftable, are joyned together concerning them, 947 felle er- | 
2 Pet.3.16. and are called by the Apoſiſe Jude, ver. 13. windring Re ng 

Ot OY > - .=-©, ſibz conftant ;fts 

fears, torthis theie inconftancieand unſerlednefle in theirDoEtrines ;, ,, avixg 
and opinions 2 thus you ſee how nn{etled they are, that in matters ſud. Dixon. 
.of Religion which they prerend unto, you ſhall notknow what they 
are, nor whereto findethem. | | E 1 
> K Yet __— 
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The charatters trſcouvering Faiſe Tedrners.” 
Yetobſerve this moreover, ever concerning them , thatthou 

they are noted tobe ſo ignorant , ſo uncouſtane and unſetled , 

are they alſo noted to be very proud and conceited , fo fayth the 

Apoſlle, 1 Tw.6:3. 76|/garas , be 15 puffed up, luch a one inf! atur, 

iseyen blown up, and {woJne with a conceir of himſelfe and his 


ability, this is the property of ſuch kinde of perſons, and of ſuch- 


kinde of knowledge , to puffe them up and- make them concerted, 
as if none had ſuch notions, none {auch knowledge as themſelves; 
thetrue wiſdome, that that is from above , worketh humlty , ſo 
that they who are endued with it are peaceable, J-m. 3. 17 &c, 
but this knowledge or wiſdeme of theirs, which is from below, 
(of which that of the Apoſtle may be trulyſaid, that it puffcth up, 
I Cor. 8.1.) cauſerh pride whereby comes comention. The Apoſtle 
alſo notes themto be heady and high minded, 2 7 imp. 3.4, This they 
manifeſt in their commending of themſelves, as it none. had ſuch 
knowledge and abilities as they, as ische propertie of ignorant and 
conceited perſons, this Pax/netes to be in thefalle teachers ar Cg- 
rinth, with whom he had to doe , and therefore calls.rhem fuch 
as commend themſelyes, 2 Cor.10.12., and ſhews the cauſe of this 


their pride and ſelfe commendation, to be their meaſuring them- 


ſelves with themſelves, and comparing theovelves withthemelyes, 
had they compared themſelyes with Pax, and other the renowmed 
ſervants of God, they might ſcon have been: tenſible of -theix own 
emptineſle, but they had no other rule of judging themſclves by 
then that. apprekenſion they had of than-ſelves., and that-vain con- 
ceit that their followers had of them, and hereby did notunderſiand 
How. yain and empty they were, .and- allo, in their vilhfying and 

© all others in compariſon of themſelves, judging and 
ſpeaking very meanlyof: them and their: abilities, as thofe did of 


Pax), whom, in compariſon of themlelyes, they much. underyalucd 


to the Corinthians, asone-that- could not preach: the Goſpel as-they 
did, as one that was. but an Ideot in-ſpeech in-Gomparifon of them, 


. and whole preſence was weake, deſpicable, andofno accoumat 1}, 


2Cor.10.19..2nd doe theretoreallo carry themilelyes very: proudly 
and ſcornfully towards them ;- avalſain their, otty language, high 
words and expreſſions whexein they deliver: themſclues 

which they, (negleRingthe fimplicisy of the Goſpel) affe&ro deli- 
yer themſclycs, called by the Apoſtles, -2 Pet.2.18. Jude 18. .varh- 


p2xue,, ſwelling words of yanity, as if theis. apprehenfions. were - 


far 


m andiin. 


Thee afkh , "COUT 1/1 lf teachers, 
farreabovean ordinary reach, and the myſteries of their notions, 
could notby ſutable languace be brought down to the underfiand- 
ing of vulgr Capacities, 25 alſo, inthat though they are lo iencrant, 
ſo mcon{tant; and, as appears by their vations alccrations , to un- 
relolved in their opinions, yer thatthey are fuch bold oppo: rs an: 
diſputers 2gamft che t1 uthi, and cenfurers of al] that avy whitdifc1 
from cher, never to be convinced and brougntover unto t-Fhere- 
fare are they called, eylid1a)ehyubro gain-layers and f£i.ch as orpoie 
and ſer theraſelves oppolite to truth, 27 &4.2,15.25 J.mesand Jum- 
bres che Magitians of E 2 ypt. by their enchantiwents refifted IM oſos. 
fo theſe avlirarzar , fer themſelves to ftand and oppo'c the 


* truth, 2 Ts. 3-8-andthereforevery ſeldom conyinced and brovght 


overto it, yea, they arc ſaid to bJalphemetruth ; and [peak evill of 
i:, though they. donor underſtand it , and 1: be farre above their 
reach, J»de 10. the things they know nor, they blitpheme 2 bur 2$ 
for their own opinions as {hght]y as they take themup , and as1n- 
certain as they are of them , being as you heard, carried up and 
down with every blalt : Yet oh | with what confidence and beld- 
nefſe-will they aflert and affirm them , though never ſo contrary to 
the truth; called therefore by the Apolile 79urm , bold , be- 
ing ſo impedently audacious intheir :fhcinations ; iuch as willap- 
pear in the mai-3renanceof any thirg with the greateſt coufidence 
that may/be. And now (beloved Chriſtians) puttheſe things tore- 


ther; wherein this ſpirit of errour did ſhew it lelf, intheſe times of 


'the Apofiles inthefefalfereachers ; concerning the nature of their 
opinions and properties that were in them ; and conſider whether 
tl115 ſame ſpirit, worketh not now alſo; whether wee may not ſee 
luch i whomthis vainknowleGge roo much abounds , and whole 
Religion ſeems wholly , tobe put in ſuchqueſtions , controyerhies, 
Brife of 'words, unprofitable janglings and diſpures, which tend to 
draw menfrom the truth, and pervert the faith of the hearcrs; and 
may not{uch be'obſervedro negle& found dotrine even ro be mad 
and doting.upon unprofitable queſtions 2 and may nor ſuch be not- 
withſtanding alſoobſerved, tobe yery ignorant 1n the principles of 
true religion, the profitable things of the. Goſpel, very uncertain 
and unſetled'inthemfelves, carriedup and down with every winde 
of 'dorine, yer very proud, boafters, commending therſelyes, un- 
deryaluing othcrs , cenſuring theſe chat differ from them, railing 
again{tthetruth , and boldly afſertingtheir own notions in-oppoe 
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The charatters arſcovering-falſeteachers.. 
fition unto ic ,, conſider I fay whether this fame ſpirit doth not-in 
theſe th:ngs now ſhew ut [elf amoneſ? us of this time alſo, 

Ler us coufider their pra&tices and manner of dealing with peo- 
ple ropropagatetheir opinionsamong the, and leducethemtrom 
the truth; herein ſhall weſce much of ſubtiley and deyilhfh policy, 
tor (m gcn- rall) all is carried on by much ſubrilty ; as. the Serperic 
by his craft, beguiled Eve, ſodoetheſe hereby draw men fromthe 
ſunplicity of the Goſpel, 2 Cor-11»3.and by the Apolſtleare wealto 
warued of their ſubtilty and method of deceiving, Epheſ. 4.14. even 
as Cheaters with the Dice, for ro ſuch doth the Apoltle there al- 
lude and compare the praRtices of theſe perſons :: but more parti- 
cularly and leaving the things already mentioned in the fore-going 
particulars, (Which are moſt of. them Prieftsof cheir policy , for 
th&ſeducing of fouls , viz. ) their comming in ſhecps clothing, 
transforming thernſelves into the Apoſtlesof Chriſt, their villify- 
ing the Miniſters of the Goſpel, and endeyouringto bring them jn- 
to hatred and contempt , their commiending of themſelves and cen- 
{aring of others, we may do well yet in ſeycrallthings , *to-obſerye 


their practices ; conſider wee then the perſons with whom they 


deal, ond the manneref their dealing with them. The perſons with 
whom they dealare fuch (as ycu have alreacyheard) that are con - 
verced alreac'y to the faith ; fer with othersthey care nottomedegle ; 
but aw'ong the ſealſothey have their cheice; and therefcre you ſhall 
lelcomeſee them meabng. ach ancient profeſicurs, ſuch-as are ſer- 
led inthe knowledgeot thetruth , and not. Ikely ro becarried up 
and dov.n with theblaſt of-every opinion , ſvch old birds(as Imay 
lay) thar will ror be caught-with cheir cheff ;-fuch as will try be- 
forerley truſt, 2nd weigh things in the ballarce of: the Sanctuary 
bct.rexhey.c or: ecive then, theſe they: have little hope of: doing 
good ( a5 they reckon) .upon;, and therefore dare not venture cn 
them :but with whomrthen 1urely theſe taat are weak.inthefairh; 
as Cheatcrs,they ccal not with the underſtanding old orthe.firong 
men in relicion , but with the 1,ew converts, with the little chil- 
dren , thoſe who have been newly broughtto the faith , thatare 
weakin.it, and cherefore.wifit judges to be perplexed with Coubr- 
full ciputations ; that asz erare notable torelliſh irong meat, by. 
have nced to be fed with milk;, to be taught the-prirciplesof the 
Oracles of: God ;-Thele whom they look on as yet to be unſecled, 
aud therefore cafiero be altered and drawne from the truth ,' thete 
arc 


The charaBers diſcopering falſe tewohers. 


,are theperfors;;theydeal withall; therefore they ſhewrhemſelves in 
places, wherethe-people have bur newly come, and though fore 
work be. doe bynt; yet the conſcievers cf ren remaining yet orcen 
and tender, eafic to be bowed and wroughtup>u ; They will not 
Ray tillthe Goſpel hath been thereany long time, leaftthe'r mare 
ker be over, and they. diſabled: by ir trom deg the hut th ry in- 
tended, and thisasappears by rheH: (tory of the #&t;, and Ep. (il's 
of the Apoltles. wa9their praCtice,thcy n: ver ſtayed long after P xd, 
bur as loon as his worke begunto arpeare, thenthey ſhew rheim- 
ſeivesto the dilturbance ofir, therefore as they »re unſtable and 10 
norant-chemſelyes, ſo is their deahngs with thoſe, whom in-tmar 
reſpe&i;hey judge tobe like themſelves , and are: ſaid ro-feed npon 
un{table forls; 2-Pct.2.19, thercfore 1s this warns jm the Text 
(33 you heard) given tothe lictte children, as'who wereot all abt 
ly ablerto temprarions of this fort, and in moſt danger/of being af. 
ſaulcdby thoſe their ſpirituall enemies, and the Apotile will tellyon 
plaialy with whom they moſt deale;; and-over whom thes' rnoft 
prevaile, namely, women, filly w omen , that comenot tothe know. 
ledge of the trurh((ithusdealirg with ther fult7'as the Dent] d1d 
with Eve) inwhom paſlion 15 trons, and jndgethent very Freaks, 
and by whoſe means they miy the berrer” be able'rs vorke vipon 
their husbands, arid which draw them alſo: from the truth.” Thus 
doe they lead captrve ſilly women, lavenwith ſ'rs led! aw1y4 with di- 
vers luſts, ever learning , and never able to come to the knowlttye of 
trath\ 2 Timl $:6;7. Thus we {ce their denline is with thoſe *chat 
as [ule children ave weaken the faith and the manner cf the dei]- 
ing with them is asof cheaccrs with lictle children , rhey are ſaid 
in thts fore-alleadoed place to creepe into houſes, to. decerve theſe: 
hlly-women; The Apoſtle Paul; whot was Rady totiketall op-. 
portuniries of doing good) tels us he did prezch'not 6nely pvblikely, 
but 1n houſes allo, A4&s 20. 2o/fo'that rhelexercne' of 'religtons dit- 
ties, of preaching the Wordin houſes, is not here as ublaw fully: 
cenſured and condemned by the Apoftle, for then ſhould he con- 
demne his own praQiice;'yet Washis preaching in hovfes far diffe- 
rent from chis of theirs, noted to bea creeping into them, his ws. 
publikely as well as inhoufes;,-and therefore nor 10 conternpr of, 
nor in oppoſition unto thepublike afſemblies of rhe Churches, but 
that he might take all occaſions and opportunities of doing good, 
buttheſe crepe into houſes, ſhunning. publike aſſemblies, that fo. 
R in. 
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in afſtcreeelolempnner they. may deale with perſons ; yea 2rd cher 
they may deale with them tmgly- and alone;:2s chenvors 6 lt ſer on 
children when alone: and from their mag or gvardians, under 
whom theyarefor protection and dire&ion ; ſo theſe falfe teachers, 
though they came to thoſe places where Pas! preached the Golpe, 
yet would they Nay till he were oote , not, ſhewmg -themlelves till 
his depatture 3 Thereforehe liyth 'tothe Elders ot Ephiſis , that 
{uchſhould rife after his departure, his fevera! Epiſtles doe manifec(} 
as mich, that they ſtill rooke the oppereuntty of his abſence, thac 
fo fGngly and alone chey might deale with them; and as the Deyill 
ſet upon Eve. waen alone, her tushand Adani not with her, fo 
thale who.deale with little children in thefaith, to: pervert them 
fron the faith, endeavour to fingle them our from others , and (ee 
upon them whenalone , and fo have bot the affiftance of their ſpi- 
r:tuall parents, the Minittcrs of the Gelpel, or of thoſe who are 
more-ſfound mthefaith, thatare to warch over them for thepreſcr- 
vation ofchem; andshis is.it that is noted in this their Creeping into 
houſes, 2h of TP 
1 Thus they, labour. to deale with them fingly and' alone , and 
in this reſpe@t, woe beindeed.to him «hats alone, then have they 
thei: feigned flattering words, with ſuch chi{dren are taken , and 
with ſuch doe theſe deceive, and make marchandize of the fouls of 
.men,, 2 Petr. &3v 1th feigned Wards they. ſhall make merch 


0 #7C 


| all , they will 
Pretend 0 ha re,my.ch.loyero them, and! pitty.co their-ſouls, grie- 


virgo, kgoe (asgey-lay) milled, and, fo as: Abfalers by ſach 
like Ipeeches; oleaway. the hears of the. People fromfollowing 
David, 2.5 am 15.2. 10 theſe by ſuch (peeches fieale away. the 
hearts ofcche people. from the gruth of the Golpel, this property of 
_theirs, the. Apoiile NES, ,C af, 4+ 17, (nxzore. Yun; the zealouſly 
atteſt you, Pretenging co have anexcceduiig:2icatmealure of love 
and affedtiqn to you, thatlothey,maydeceiveyou, - | 
; Ther highlanguage which our of Pride, they were noted before 
tule,is alſo © amaze the uncerfiandings.of thoſe who are weak jn 
thefaith, with whomthey, deale, and herebyallo dothey deceive, 
Th | 'S; for 


A 


' The chaatfersd;ſeouering falſe reachers, 


for by their ſwelling words of yaiiry , do they feed upon vnPable 
fouls, 2 Pet.2.1 3: : . x IE SBaLE, WE. £ ; y..-2 7 : 
And'to entice the little children theberter tortherm:, they make 
large promiſes unto them, as dfhiberty; wih witich chiltiren 5re 
much taken, 2 Per.2.19., they promiſe }tb«rty ro them ; but whar 
l:bzrty, not true Chiiftian hberty purch.ſed by Chriſt , a liberty 
from fin, but rather a carnal liberty , licentieatneffe,, rather to the 
practice of any thirg , and robecome teryants to fin, And with 
this arecarnall perſons ( who efteeme the eafie yoke of the Go- 
ſpel a yoke of bondagertothem) much taken ; ro be under any tte 
thority, thatrhey cannot endure, as againft that ]tberty of thei s of 
praQtifing what they will, which they challengero bclovg rothem; 
All Government, Civill and Ecclefiafticall ſhall be reprozched by 
them, becauſe oppoſite to this carnall 1iberry of theirs , and rhere< 
foreare noted by the Apoſtle ro be [vc as deſſiſe dominion and ſpeck. 
evil of dignities , & Per.2.10. Jude 3. and therefore are (ad to 
haveperiſhed in the gain-ſaying of Core, who perifhedin the rebelli< 
en againſt Moſes, Jude 11.Thus they promiſe jtoerty to them which 
is tht which naturally pleaſe all men; yet dve they prefie 6 them 
chethings aſſerted by thewſelyes, cher own opinions, with the 
ercareft necefiiry thatmiy be, asf all Religion , yeaſalvarien irfelf 
were wrapper up and did eenfift inthem, Therefore are thiey al- 
ways, & altogether preffidg theſe opinions of theirs, as if there were 
no Relgion withcutthern , nor were any tobe jueged Chriftians, 
that core not upuntothem, this may be ſeen in the f:r2Etice of che 
folſe teachers at Galaria, whiat appears to have been the fnmmeof 
their DoErine, but theiropinion ofcireumcifion, and with what: 
neceſſity toſalvation they did prefle it, the whole Epiſtle can wits. 
nefſe , even as if therecould not beany falyation, any juſtification, 
without it :; This ſeemsof #1}o: hers to be a moſt ſad thing, for men: 
ro put ſormich weight ontheir particular opinions, clpecially being: 
about exterhalladminiftrations (as of circumcifion controverted 
amongſt them then , and baptiſm controverted amongtt us now. 
m divc:< particulars concerning it) as if alt Religion were kid at: 
take in themand their opir:jons, when yet the Apoſile tels us; thar. 
neither circumciſion] availeth any thing in Chriſt Jeſus , nor un. 
circumciſion; but cy creanre, Gal. 6. 15. yetwas this their pra- 


Rice, andherebyizany weake Chriſtians, apprehending aneccfſity. 
. | | ROPE Even: 
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 Thecharalters diſcovering falſeteachers. 
even to {:lyation in fuch things, and bewitched ty them, yea to uſe 


the Apoilles p! raſe, compelled io their cyinions, Ga'.6.12. They com- 


pe/ youto be ctrenumceſed. And: now conſider whether cis ſpzrit of 
ett1our dothnot worke amongſt us alſo in theſe particulars, wher)-cr 
men proceed not in theſe yery wayes to propovate ther evill opini- 
ons amoneſ} us, dealino mot? , if not onely , with theſe who are 
weake inthe faith, creepirg into heukes, to (1 gle them eve Ly 
themſclyes, and desle with them when alone , uhug fichfl tering 
wotds, pretending {.ch 2&. ion tothe welfare of their fouls , and 
hbouring with fueling words to amaze their weake underfiai. de 
ings, prowtfirg ſuch a kinde cf liberty , and yet prefling ſuck I:ke of 
their opinicns, een cor.cern'ing outwardthings, with the hike ne- 
cNny, coufider ve 1 lay whethet thete things are notthus practi. 
zcd amengft us atihis time, 

Thus have Inow gone over theſe ſeverall particulars, whereby 
I have cndeavcured to difcover falic teachers by their properties to 
you 2: and now Jerme b: ſcech you , to try the ſp.rics whether che 
arc of God or not tis poſſible I may incur much cenſure from 
ſome pcrſons for the things here delivered , but as T have herein 1a- 
boured to diſcharge ry own conſcience by it mw this point, fo ne- 
ecfaryto beconfidered inthele times, fo may any of the people of 
Cod be made more wary hereby rolooke to themiſelyes, an en- 
abled ro d:ſcern; fuch perions ,, and ſobe preſerved trom them, I 
haye my reward, As tor thoſe wicked men and Ceceivers/to whom 
theſe marks do agree, they may poſſicly., as their manner is. waxe 
worle and worledecciving, and by the y ft judgementof God being 
decerved,' but let us befure God, will one day pluck off the yizor of 
ticle per.025, and notwithſtandirg their pretences, diſcyver with 
what lying {pic they arcled , fo that their madnefie (hol; 1gthear 
deliruction be manifeſted coall, tothe comfort of che people of God; 
and che eyerlaftirg ſhame and confufion oftiieit ownfaces. _ 

Bur Iccus now leave theſe and come to our {eyes and inthe ſe- 
cond part of this application, confider how we mey be able tocon- 
tend fur cheta.th, and be preterves from the deccuts of theſe perſons, 
for which bricfly cake theſe ducions thay Concerne Miniſters 
an.| pcocle. | | : \ LR EY 

For the M:nifters ofthe Goſpel, whon Goq hath made tewards 
in his family odilpence tie Wordot Life, Waighmen for the ſouls 

: \. | 6; 


Means of preſervation acainft falſtttachers.”- 
of Gods people, as thoſethiar ſhallgiye ar/account of them”, how: 


ought they to watchover' them; rhat they'tray'keepe 'thein-f.oin 


the dangetof this infection Þ.This/'ought they ro/doe; by diſcove- 
ring this danger to the peopleof God, and warnine them to beware 
of it, ſodid/Parlcothe Elders of the Church , and tothe people of 
God at Epheſus, foretelling them of thecomming of deceivers by 
ſpeakingpervetle things to'draw multitndes after them, AF.20:30. 
and as he did alſo ro:7 9wothy, whom he watnes of diverſe of them 
particulazly, and by. name;'as Himencira,” Philetis, Alexander, 
whom heeſpecially:warnes him tortakeliced'of, Ti}77.4.14. | 
By oppoſir g thoſe who oppole themſelves to the truth”, and by 
their corrupt DoRrines endeayour to pull down the butlding God 
had made them inftruments toraiſe, and peryertthe ſgulSof Go.'s 
people by their Miniſtry converced. All the Jabourefa/Miniſitet of 
the Goſpel ſcems to.bein yain, towards thoſe' who'by'the deceirs 
ofcheſeperſons 'are led afidefromthetrut. This-made' Paw! to 
haveſuch a feare in him concerningthe Galatians, leaft his labcur 
ſhould have been in yaintowards them : And as hedidexpeR, and 
would rejoyceinthefuccefſe and profitof his labouts among them? 
Sothis made him with fucks earneftnefle to contend (For the faith; 
and oppoſe thoſe who thus laboured! tomarre and hinder thebene- 
fic of his endeavours, and is herein a pattern-ro all the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, that as he oppoſed Elymas when he would have per- 
yertedthe Deputy fromthe faith, ſo ſhould they alſo, allthoſe who 
ſceke tolubvert thefaithofGods people... | 
By being frequentand inſtant in' react ing' theWord of God, 
whereby. the people of God may be: infitu&ed and eſtabliſhed: in 
the faith, and armed againft thedeceits of thoſe perſons , thus are 
the Elders of Epheſus upon this ground exhorred to feed rhe fleck 
that was among them, by reaſon of thoſe ſediucers that would ariſe 
amongthem after hisdeparture, AtF.20.28. 'and 15 Trmothy and fo 
<all Minifters on the fame-gronnd, exhorted' to teach the Word in 
{caſon, and our of ſeaſon, becauſe of the time comming'wheremwen 
would not endure ſound DoErine, but after theit own lufts ſhould 
heapup tcacherstothemſelyes, having nchmg cares, 2 Tim. 4« 3,4+ 
And herein endeavoy/ing after ſound DoEtine, the Doctrine of the 
fairhfull Ward, Tirap 2c 3. ayoyding contencions-abour” words, 
yain janglings, unprofitable queſtions you diſpures, which" asthe 
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Apoſtle, ſayth; tendstonothing-burthe-ſhbvorfien of the hearers, 
yer inf{ryRing rhemallo. in! the points: thevrare; concroverted: 22jm? 
theſe parcicular. truths, from-which tity maybe in molt dancer 
tobeſcduced, ſo did Payb with the Cormrbrann; How:many-quetty..*. 
ons did hefſatisfie them-inthroughout his firſt Epifile? "and- in the 
1.5-Chapter thereof, givingthern-ſuch:large; ſatisfaCtion, it; the: Do-) 
QrineoftheReſurreQion,) which, was contoveried, and;by- ſome! 
denycd among them... Sd-alſo in- his Epiila tor the! Galariars, fo: 
largely handling cheNoQtineof Juſtification, ud give ſatisfaction 
to themin that particulas, which was :ſoanueh coritroyerted by the 
falfteachers.. , | LL, © ij 
.  Andifpoſſible, inpublike conyentions,to make-joynrt; and.pub- 
like Declarations;againſ fuch perſons; -and1the errours:raughc by 
them, thefalſe deQrine taught byrke falſeteachers}at Antinch;, 0c; 
caſioned-that firſt and; famous: Synod at, Feruſalenn, HE: 15; in. 
which after. much reaſoning. by the: Apoſtles and Elders, theirfalle: 
doQrinewas condemned, and: letters woicten: to: the: Churches-to 
beware ofther, and thoſe thingstaught by them:;-the reproofe: 
that is by many, mult needs. have-the more-auhoruy:going along; 
with it, fo alſo my{i publike Declarations; againſt ancrrour; zoithe 
Nopping; of che ndouthes of gaivſayers, arid fatisfactionobthe people 
of God, when-they (hall be-ſo publikely warned: to: take heed of: 
ſuch perſons. . T (145; ins hs MET CY S 
 WithreſpeR to the-ptople! of God themſelves; that-are.ormay 
be in, danger of deing aſſaulte by thele perforis, unrotheirs alloler 
me give theſetwodieRtions; 1 1 1 208 en1iGe 
| That thejrcate ought tobeiro-ſhuy and 3vgid ſuch perſons, and 
their ſociety, towham theſe marks and charaQters givenof thema< 
ny Antichriſts mentioned in the Text, to bave:- been in the Apoſtles 
tive, doe agree;:that they be not too familiar, nox-over- intimate. 
with them, burfhuntheit laciety:that they may beiaſhamed,; 2nd- 
themſclyespreſeryed fromeheir deccits, as men would run from. 
thoſethat would infe&xthem:with the plague, ſo 6ugttthe people of 
Godto ſhun the ſociety of theſe perſons, 2 Tim. 3:5. T urneſide from 
ſuch perſons, and after onceor tao admoritiog avoid them, T it 3.30. 
to which accords that ofqur Sayiour,, 41 at. 14. When they ſay, lee 
here,or loe there, 4« Chraft in the deſart, or inthe. ſearer places, jet bu- 
lievethers net, veuther goc.ont aftet:thers 3 th hay ro 
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-ollawalitinwayesof deſtruction, yet lehndtnibytheir example; be 
moycd 19-gitc autaficrchiem, 4nd leathiy bacehjefly. an-atmonition 
40, weako Chriſtians ; whom you meypBrrceive roBeinmeſtidan 
. . ger, moſtlikely to be aſſaulted df all others, andito.whomtheyrare 
nirg in the Text is eſpecially given, It had becn well for!Ewe, had 
ſhes itood ar adiltance-with the Serpent, -and-vever harknet] ta 
hjm, nos entereained tuch favniliar -arſcourſe wick: him ; ſo2hath it 
allo beca with many weake Chriftiancin ble timeslof ours; whe 
mjehepofſibly.not-have talne lodafrgtroufly,, norbeen fo led afide 
from therruth; had not their ſecicty beentoo frequent-and familiar, 
with ſuch perſons as:theſe : And bere Icannot bur blame that diſ- 

ofition 1 bave obſerved: un: manyithar are: mdeed weake'in the 
faith, and hevenecd+o be fedwithwilke ,:as horbeing ableto di- 
geſt Qrong meat, and therefore are not. to:be.received: to'doubtfull 
diſpurations, doe yermake themlelyes judges of tho moſt doubrfull 
 diſputations that may be, thar are. ready ro be hearers of, and ro en- 

ter into diſpuration with thoſe: who are famous: for. nothing. but 


things yentedand maintaivediby then; that are oppoſite;'and ſom-. 


' 'tine9blaſphemous, to the trurhot rhe Goſpel, -andehar qut of that 
falſe kinde pfreaſoning 1 before noted; thavbeing GodseleR, they 
 c4nnot be; ſeduced > that they: mult needs, be: hearers of all perſons, 
how elſecan a!l things be tryed bythem; ard o negleRing that due 


care of themlelyes, which. as you-haye heard God calls them unto, - 


,aS a-megns forithe eſtabliſhing of them, theyateintangled, and be- 
forathey are awirc, caught inthe ſnaretharis laidfgrthem , let us 
.here:learve of cur adverſaries, (fas eff &-ab heſte doters) who to 
keepethoſe in their ſnare, that, are taughtand peryerted by them, 
.kept chemfrom hearing of any that may be able better to informe 
- tbem-whether wepray to God that we be notled into tempration, 
letus take heed weexpolenotour ſelves to the ſnare of theDevyill, 
and 1Jayiour ſelves. open-to'the greateſt temptations that may be. 
You areſpirituallSouldiers, cake heed of being taonfamiliar with 
your enemics,you are ſafeſt when you keepe them ata diſtance, and 
take heed; that withour ſpeciall occafions indeed , you make not 
treaties With: chem:,Jeſt: before!you are aware you be inſnared 
by thews: | + 27 4 7 q ,*:2::91 e429 21 226; | 
-- Myſrconddirc&ihrand exhortations; that the people of God 
labour tocdific and /2uild up one another in theiz moſt holy faith, 
| F — 'L 2 which 
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 -.  awbichische-Apoſtle;Jude-cxbonation, as aprincipallmeansts 
T al X yt Jude 20-:'Fhis ſhould we all endeavour 
with one another, to watch/over:oneanother ; and fecke to thoſe . 
things that may conduce tour edification in codlinelſe : And that 
'we may fo doe, KERED 7 Ges 
Let us take heed. we forſake nor the afſembling of our ſclyes 
together, as the manner of ſome-is, Heb 10 25. that we forſake 
=  pnotthepublikeaſſemilies of the people of God , and their ſociery 
there, nor conternnethepublike Mimſtry and Ordinances of Chrifts 
appointment, the means of our edificarion , this ought we to haye 
ſpeciall reſpe&tunto, it being thar which is firſt- endeavoured by the 
adverſaries of thetruth , to bring imtocontemp+-the publike Ordi- 
nances, the means of our ſerling inthe truth , and indeed to a ſepa- 
ration from them, The Church'is compared to an Army; and as 
in an Army, thoſe are in more danyer of being ſurprizedthar firag- 
N gle from it, then thoſe who keepetheirplaces and fations wherein 
_ © they are ſer, ſo.isjt here. God hath appointed the Miniſtry of the 
Word, the continuance of pafiors andreechers'in his Church , for 
theedificatien of the body of Chrifi, thatlike children we-be toſ- 
ſed to and fro by every winde of DoQtine, by theflightofmen, and 
cunning craftinefſe | ( ws): whereby they lye in wait to deceive, 
to cheat. bis. people: of their faith, Epheſ. 4.14- And 'can it be 
a wonder to us, to. ſee firapling Souldiers:furprized , to fee men for = 
faking this.means: of their ſerling, to be cheated of this precious 
Jewell by the policie of; deceivers.: We have of this abundant ex- 
perjencedaily!, who more unſctled then thoſe who conternne the 
publikeordinances, and departing from them this day, arethenexr 
"IP over-whelmed, andcarryed away withthe flood of herefies. The 
_ '  prideof many, who in an irreqular way, our of aconceit they haye 
_ of their own gifts, would be.teachersthemlelves:, and ſodefpiſe to 
_ a be ſubjeR ro.the teaching of others, under whole Miniſtry, by Gods. 
providence they are: placed, and of which they ſtand in need , isa 
principall caulc oftheir being given up to ſo many and ſodange- 
IA rous herches, which wee may ſee ſuch daily: ro falt into 2 The 
ET”, Rone Nands falt in the. building, aud: is\ not-cafely removed; 
E- abiding in theplace wherein it was ſetled, byt once falling thence, 
_ iseafly.loft and ſpurned up and: down at the: plealure: of every. 
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Yea A.nor occaſions and oppertitnities of private ſociety 
with one another, be like them in  Afalachi often ſpeaking to one 
another , vs wzire eft ferrior, your adverſarics rule is, &4t5le of 
vince, their endeavour is to ſow diſcord and divifion amons the 
people of God. One Chiiftian ovghr to ſtrengthen ancether Chri. 
ftian, as one bruther another, and the ſtrong to affiſt and endeavour 
the preſeryatienot the weake, all the gifts which God h2th given 
us, are for the edification of one another , and I feare the nev- 
le& of frequent , private, Chriſtian ſociety with one another, 
whereby our gifts might be madeuſeof, and ivproved in wayes 
that may tend ro the edifying- and firengthening, of one another, 
15a reaſon of the daily falling and departing of many f.om the 
truth. 
* Labour to be well acquainted with the Scriptures, the Word of 
God : and be ſure you hold that principle, that the Scriptu.es are 
the Word of God, which ſonic in theſe times-would endeavour to 
ſhake you from, this is your ſword, ſuffer not your ſelyes to be dif 
armed of it, let notany by any means; wring thisfrom you; this is 
your ballance of the Sanctuary; your {piritualltouch-ftone ; receive: 
no warcs, po mettals, but what arefirſt tryed by it, and will :hold' 
weight inir 2. that which is not accordipg tothe Law andthe te- 
ftimony, hath nolight-atall init, labour ro be well acquainted 
with it, inthe true ſenſe there of, whereby you maybeable skilful- 
ly to uſethis weapon to your: own defence, and offence of your: 
en2mics. ThisdireQion 1s given by the Apoſtle Jude, ver. 17, to- 
remember. the words-ſpoken before by the Apoſiles of our L'oxd 
and Sayiour Jeſus Chriſt , by! Peter alſo, 2 Pet. 3.17, 18. to grow 
in grace, and in the knowledge of Jeſwa Chriſt , whereby wee: 
may bee preſerycd from being led away by the. crrour of the- 
wicked. ELL | 
And in this, ler your chiefe labour be., ro b&cwell acquainted' 
with the proficable things of faich and-love , 2 Tim. 1. 12. les: 
wing Vaine queſtions and ungrofinable diſputes, to. bee well. 
ſeticd: in the principles of true Religion, for- want © whereof* 
many are ſoone- fiartled , yea , and to receive the truth in- 
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